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Despite the derision of scoffers and
skeptics, truly puzzling UFO cases
which defy explanation in conven-
tional terms continue to accumulate,
as exemplified by those described in
this issue. Yet the existence of such
true UFO cases is something like hav-
ing an itch that one can't reach to
scratch . . . it's frustrating and very un-
comfortable! While the "unexplained"
in any area of human experience ought
to be a challenge to the ability to in-
quire, that challenge has virtually
never been taken up by the very peo-
ple who are capable, by virtue of their
training in various disciplines of
human learning, of unravelling the
mystery.

By default, in short, the subject of
UFOs has not been treated profes-
sionally, but has been left to highly in-
terested, enthusiastic volunteer in-
vestigators. They lack the time and the
funds, and unfortunately often the
training, to do the job that is required.
These volunteers have done a yeoman
job as far as they have been able . . . but

An Orange (!f Ball at
St. Helens for St. Patrick

The following sighting was called to
our attention by Mr. Larry Roberts, an-
nouncer at radio station KXL, Portland,
Oregon who was a student in my
astronomy class at Northwestern a dozen
yeqrs ago. Apparently he remembered
my UFO lectures! It is a multiple, in-
dependent witness case but one which re-
quired much tedious "detective" worh by
Paris AIIen Braden, of Sandy, Oregon to
bring the many bits and pieces together.
As in many other investigations there was
the gamut of admissions and denials, of
wilnesses at first open but later made
reluctant to talh by ridicule and harass-
ment from friends and strangers alihe,
reduced to resentful defiance, and
wishing at the end to have little further to
do with the case. This tries the patience
and understanding of the investigator.

would we ever have gotten to the
moon if the job had been left to
volunteer, unpaid workers who are
usually available only on weekends?

Probably very little can be ac-
complished in ufology unless it
becomes a profession in itself. This
profession would study the total
phenomenon we call UFOs, which,
contrary to much popular opinion, is
nof the study of little green men from
outer space, but of the continuous flow
of UFO reports, their contents and the
people who make them, from all parts
of the world. Particularly those
reports made by multiple, indepen-
dent, technically competent witnesses
should be the focus of professional at-
tention.

Fortunately, the very fact that UFOs
refuse to disappear from the world
scene, despite the mockery of the scof-
fers, increasingly attracts the attention
of inquiring scientists. It is these scien-
tists who will eventually transform
ufology into a profession.

Even now the case cannot be considered
complete; undoubtedly other facets have
,"t t" *rft".

TYPE: CE I
DATE: March 17, 1981
TIME:4:10 a.m. PST
DURATION: 35 minutes *
WITNESSES: Several police officers
and civilians

You are an avid CB operator used to
being up at all hours. It is shortly after
4 a.m. You get a call on the CB from a
police officer on the Oregon side of the
Columbia River (you live on the
Washington bank of the river) asking,
"Do you see that light I see in your
direction, or am I crazy?" Youopen the
window and there, high above you, is
an intense white light, getting so bright
that it l ights up the trees, the yard, and
the surroundings. So bright, in fact,

The material in this section has been
prepared by Dr. J. Allen Hyneh, Director of
the Center for UFO Studies, an interna-
tional association of scienfisls and others
seriously interested in the UFO phenom-
enon. Through the cooperation of the
Mutual UFO Networh IMUFONJ and its
networh of investigators, and of other UFO
investigative groups both in the United
States and abroad, and through the worh of
its own investigators, the Center offers the
following as its contribution to the responsi-
bl.e reporting of the world-wide UFO
pnenomenon.

The Center maintains a 24-hour UFO
hotline for the exclusive use of U.S. Iaw en-

forcement agencies, Federal Aviation Agen-
cy facilities, planetaria and other formal
channels. The Center also maintains a com-
puterized databanh IUFOCAT). For more
information about the activities of the
Center, communicate directly with Dr.
Hyneh, P.O. Box 1402, Evanston, Ill.
60204.
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I  nvest igator 's sketch of

St.  Helens area.
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