
I nternational UFO Reporter

o

JanuarylFebruary 1991
Volume 16, Nwnber l

4t
{?

Ai Sh the



InrpnNarroN.rr.
Upo
RrponrnR

Editor:
Jerome Clark

Associate Editor:
Nancy Clark

Consulting Editor:
Richard Hall

Contributing Editors:
BiU Chalker
George M. Eberhafl
Richard F- Haines
Jenny Randles
Mark Rodeghier
Chris Rutkowski
Jennie Zeidman

Artist:
Don Schmift

EDITORIAL: You can't always get what you want

./ 12a4,^
\-/ 

/ 

rsro - rs86

Airships: Partl by Jerome Clark

3

4

UFOCAT is backl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . .  24

Inlernotional UFO Reparrer (SSN,0720-174X) is published
bimonthly by the t. Allen Hynek Center for UFO Studies, 2457
West Peterson Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60659. All iights
rcsefled. Reproduction without pemission is sfictly prohib-
ited. Copyright@ 1991 by the J. Allen Hynek Center for UFO
Studies. Third class postage paid at Glenview, Illinois.

Address all editorial corespotdence a ltertatiorwl
UFO Reporter,Ietome Clark, edior, 2457 West Pelerson

Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60659.

Address all subscription correspondence o International UFO
Reporler,2451 West Peterson Avenue, Chicago, Illinois
60659.

The International UFO Reporter is abenefir publication
mailed !o Associatcs of the Center for a contriburion of $25.00
or more. Forcign Associates add $5.00 for delivery. All
arnounts in U.S. ftulds. Other publications also available for
contributors oflarger amounts. For details, write to the
J. Allen Hynek Center for UFO Studies, 2457 West Peterson
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60659, USA. Postnasteri Send
Fonn 3579 b CUFOS, 2457 West Peterson Avenue, Chicago,
Illinois 60659.

2 IUR January/February 1991



EDITORIAL

m
$i|

You can't always get
what you want

or many years, ever since, I suppose, civilian
UFo organizations wcre formcd, we have been
waiting for the perfcct case, thc case that will

makc the existcnca of an unknown, scientifically
important UFO pheromonon irrefutablc, tlle casc that is
so dramatic and clearcut lhat all our work and cffort will
be recognizcd and rewarded by thc powers tiat be.

It has becn a pleasant fantasy all these years, too. It
was one lh l could occupy dcsultory conversations among
collcagues or, though we might not admit it, be the only
evcnt that wc bclieved would get thc attention ufology
and UFos descrve. In our wildest drcarns, we cvcn hoped
that the casc would involve the military, with an open
admission (imaginc that!) that something unexplained
had been observed.

Well, guess what? Sometimes dreams do come Lrue,
but they aren't always what wc had expectcd they would
bc. That has now been dcmonstratcd conclusively in
ufology, becausc last year, in Belgium, the dream of the
pcrfcct casc came truc, but its aftcrmath was hardly what
wc had imagincd.

As has been reported ir IUR a\d the MUFON UFo
Journal,plls scvcral overscas publications, the Bclgian
wave of late l9U9 and 1990 was astonishing in scvcral
respccts. Firsl., many of thc sightings were mass events,
witnessed by hundreds of people at widespread locations.
This happencd a numbcr of times during the wave, which
was most intensc from lal.c Novembcr 1989 to May 1990.
Sccond, tie same UFO was seen repeatedly, a triangular-
shapcd object that often flcw low and slow ovcr Belgium,
making observation of it that much casier. Third, because
of this behavior, at least 20 videotapes were takcn during
the wave, many with remarkable detail. And most signifi-
cantly, the Belgian govemment, through the air force,
took a very scrious attitude toward the reports and entered
into an agreement with SOBEPS, the lcading Belgian UFO
group, to investigate the sightings. As illustration, the
gcndarmaric wcre instructed to lorward repofts to
SOBEPS for investigation.

As if all this were not cnough, thc air force made its
aircraft available for interceptions, coordinating thcse
activities with radar stadons and soBEPs invesdgators.
The effort bore fruit on the night of March 30 of last year
when a UFO was secn visually and on several radars,
causing the air force to scramble two planes. In June the
govcrnment had a press conference and admitted rt
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couldn't cxplain the sightings that night. Thc air force
denied that the sighting could have been caused by
Stealh aircraft, ultralight fliers, mirages, radar malfunc-
tions, or any other conventional source. And government
interest has not dissipated sincc l'hen, as rcported in the
latest issuc oflnlore.rpace, the publication of soBEPS.

All of this sounds wonderful, doesn't it? I would
supposo that scientisls are dropping their rcsearch
projects to study UFOS, that govemment money has been
made available for UFo invcstigations, that media have
stopped ridiculing UFo proponents and those who report
UFos, and that, all in all, ufology is well on its way to
respectability, both in Bclgium and around the world.

I don'l. have to tell you that none ofthese things has
happened. Scicntists havc paid no more attention to UFos
then they did beforo. Scientific publications have ignored
thc wave, and those that have mcntioned it have done so
with the crudcst debunking seen for years. Thus Sciezce
& Vie, a French publication, dismissed the whole Bel-
gium wavc on the basis of one cxplainable photo. Even
more ludicrous, a leading American debunker privatcly
gavc me this "cxplanation" for ftc events of March 30:
thc Belgium govemmcntfabricated tl\e radar evidencc.
l 'm not k idding, and nci thcr wls hc.

All is not doom and gloom, of course. The Belgian
investigators have gained the respect of their governmcnt
and some scientists within that country. They continue to
carefully study both the events of March 30 and the wave
itself, and they will not be rushed to any premature
conclusions. Those o[ us interested in ufology can point
to the Belgian wave as further evidence for the existence
of a worldwide, unexplained UFo phenomenon.

In fact, the Bclgian wave only confirms a h),pothesis
I have had for several years: therc will be no more classic
UFo waves,like 1947 or 1973 in America, 1978 in Italy,
or 1954 in France. A classic wave lasts for only a month
or two, has many different types of reports, occurs over a
large geographical area, and does not involve mass
sightings by hundreds of witnesses.

In thc late 1970s the UFO phenomenon changed,
worldwide. UFO waves as just described disappeared,
physical trace cascs became less common, abduction
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