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EDITORIAL

Let us now praise
Ed Ruppelt

s I was doing the research for my soon-to-be-
A published book The Emergence of a Phenome-

non: UFOs from the Beginning Through
1959—The UFO Encyclopedia, Volume 2 (yes, that’s a
long title and a shameless plug), I spent well over a year
immersed in materials from the early days of the UFO
era. Though the work was hard and the book, for which I
wrote all but two entries, is thick (close to 300,000
words), I have never enjoyed a writing project so thor-
oughly, nor have I learned so much from one.

Of the many delights I experienced, one of the
greatest came out of getting reacquainted with Edward J.
Ruppelt’s The Report on Unidentified Flying Objects
(1956), the first book on the subject I ever read—1I was 10
years old at the time—and one that, I was happy to find,
is even better than I remembered it. Even with all the
primary documents now available to us courtesy of the
Freedom of Information Act and other sources, Ruppelt’s
remains the fullest and most informative account of what
went on inside the early Air Force UFQO projects—at least
the public ones; there is, of course, no Majestic-12 or
“Unholy 13" here.

The book’s accuracy, which we can now test against
relevant documents, is striking (with one exception;
Ruppelt entirely misunderstood the attitudes and motives
of the Robertson panel). Blue Book has a richly deserved
reputation for investigative malfeasance, but as one reads
Report along with the internal Blue Book case material
on the investigations Ruppelt directed, one can only
admire their thoroughness and respect their conclusions
—which are nearly always the same ones you and I
would have come to had we been there. The late James E.
McDonald said it best: The Ruppelt era (from the fall of
1951 through late summer 1953) was a “‘heroic period’
.. . the one interval during which UFQOs were seriously
and relatively vigorously investigated,” after which
“began a sort of new dark age when debunking and
superficial investigations came once again to characterize
[Blue Book’s] response to the UFO problem.”

Another point, an obvious one yet seldom remarked
on, is that Report is among the most engagingly written
of all UFO books. Ruppelt knows how to tell stories in an
adult voice (as Donald Keyhoe, who seemed always to be
addressing an audience of Boy’s Life readers, did not); he
gives us a sense of the personalities of participants and
the internal politics of the Air Force; he is not afraid to
express opinions, and he has a wry sense of humor.

Jerme Clark

Someone told me recently that according to rumor the
book was either ghostwritten or edited with all the vigor
of a Maxwell Perkins reshaping Thomas Wolfe’s prose. If
that’s not true (and I hope it’s not), it’s easy to understand
how such a rumor could have gotten started. Who could
believe a mere Air Force captain, and an engineer at that,
could write so well?

The Air Force hated Report. So did the pre-CSICOP
civilian UFOphobes who saw those who gave aid and
comfort to the UFQO heresy as traitors to the cause of
intellectual conformity. When a New York Times re-
viewer depicted Ruppelt as a virtual flying-saucer
“cultist,” Blue Book’s then-head, Capt. Charles A.
Hardin, gleefully quoted these and other scathing remarks
in a letter to Gen. Harold E. Watson of Air Force Intelli-
gence. In October 1958 a secret Air Force Intelligence
staff study fretted about public-relations problems caused
by the National Investigations Committee on Aerial
Phenomena (NICAP), which was vigorously lobbying for
Congressional hearings into UFO secrecy. The report
charged that NICAP director Keyhoe, whom it called a
“political adventurer,” had entered into an anti-Air Force
alliance with Ruppelt.

This was a bizarre accusation. Keyhoe had been
thrilled with Report, which supported Keyhoe’s view that
UFOs were serious business and his suspicion that many
people within the Air Force agreed. Yet Ruppelt’s book
had also sniped at Keyhoe, whose accusations of a
massive cover-up Ruppelt rejected. Moreover, Ruppelt
had refused Keyhoe’s invitation to become a NICAP
special adviser. If the Air Force knew this, it gave no
sign; all it seemed to know was that Ruppelt had refused
to parrot the party line. He was not a good soldier.

But he was a good soldier. When IUR contributing
editor Jennie Zeidman and I discussed the idea of her
doing an article on her memories of Blue Book, I asked
her specifically to include something about Ruppelt. Her
recollection of him, as it turned out, was slight; of him
she would write (in the March/April issue) only that he
was a “by-the-book sobersides” who never smiled. Thus
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