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Mrs. May, holding a drawing of the Flatwoods entity made for the ,,We the people', W show. 1952.
Photo taken by Gray Barker.



INrpnNarroNA,L
Uro
Rpponrnn

Editor:
Jerome Clark

Associate Editor:
Nancy Clark

Contributing Editors:
Bill Chalker
George M. Eberhart
Richard F. Haines
Richard Hall
Kevin D. Randle
Jenny Randles
Mark Rodeghier
Chris Rutkowski
Donald R. Schmitt
Jennie Zeidman ,/ tz^$/

U 
/ 

tero-r086

Tllm rnoll rur BIRKER zoNE: Tnnrr nlys lr rur cRAy BARKER MANUscRrpr DrposrroRy by Michael D. Swords ........

3

4

1lCE2 rr rnr Eesrrrx Uxt r,s by Richard F. Haines

Inte ario al UFO Repozer (ISSN 0720-l?4X) is published
bimonthly by the J. Allen Hynek Centcr for UFO Studics, 2457
West Peterson Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60659. All rights
reserved. Reproduction without permission is strictly prohibited.
Copy ght o 1992 by the J. Allen Hynck Center for UFO
Studics, Third class postage paid at Glenview, IIlinois.

Address all editorial conespondence to /nternatiornl UFO
Reporter,lerome Clark, editor, 612 North Oscar Avenue,
Canbv. Minnesota 56220.

Address afl subscription correspondencc to Internationol UFO
Repo.ter,2457 Wes/.Peicrson Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60659.

The International UFO Reporter is a benent publication
mailed to Associates of the Center for a contribution of $25.00
or more. Foreign Associates add $5.00 for delivery. All
amounts in U.S. funds. Other publications also available for
cont.ibutors of larger amounts. For details, writc to the
J. Allen Hynek Center for UFO Studies, 2457 West Pcterson
Avenue, Chicago, lllinois 60659, USA. Postmaster: Send
Form 3579 to CUFOS, 2457 West Pcterson Avenuc, Chicago,
Il l inois 60659.

rur i trgr!rgn*Q!9!y!!1]22
2



---
Enrronrar,

mine, and my respect for them is immense. Each is the sort
of rational, intelligent, knowledgeable, critical-minded in-
dividual of whom anomaly research needs many more and
of whom it has all too few.

Probably only a tiny handful of those in attendance
know thatboth Greenwell and Mackal have aprivateinterest
in the UFO phenomenon. Like their more public interest in
cryptozoology (a protoscience dedicated to ihe study of
unknown, hidden, and unexpected animals; the name was
invented by Bemard Heuvelmans, now ISC president, inthe

Greenwell: The UFO organizations are set up basically to
attempt to prove that UFOS exist, and all the complications
which go with that. OurSociety is not sct up for that purpose
whatsoever. We are not trying to prove anything. Its [sic] a
completely different approach.

Earley: I don't agree. We can still have a manual on how to
handle an investigation, on what to lookfor, and what lo look
out for. This is a practical step we can take if we can
submerge our individual egos-which I strongly question
after two days here.

Mackal: I'd like to remind this group that this is a meeting
ofthe Intemational Society ofCryptozoology, and I hnd the
discussion going on here as if there were no scientists in this
room. What are we talking about? We don't need a manual!
Our manual is the scientific method! To the extent that a
nonprofessional does good workand followsthis paradigm,
we wclcome it. We welcomc anyone, but why do we need a
manual?

And so on in that vein for a few more paragraphs.
As it happens, all three of these men are old friends of

late 1950s), this private interestis sympathetic,
rational, cautious, and noncredulous-very
much, in pointof fact, likethe approachCUFOS
advocates, one that has everything to do with
scientific good sense and nothing to do with
bug-eyed belief.

Greenwell, moreover, has a public history
in ufology, as an active officer of the Aerial
Phenomena Research Organization in the late
l96Os and early 1970s. I would guess that the
symposium participants who were making those
"jabs" to which Earley alludes did not know
that. Nor, one supposes, were they aware of

Greenwefl's conrributions to Ronald D. Story's Encyclope-
dia of U FOs (198O)', the title page lists Greenwell as consult-
ing editor. As I have written elsewhere, Greenwell's efforts
are most of what keep Story's directionless book from
lapsing into inedeemable mediocrity. Greenwell also helped
Story put together UFOs and the Limits of Science (1981)
and again is given virtual co-author status on the title page.

Greenwell brought his considerable management, writ-
ing, and analytical talents to the lSC, whose organizational
meeting was held on January 8-9, 1982, at the National
Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution. Hehas
edited the ISC's quarterly 12-page newsletterand its annual
joumal C ryptozoologyeversince. Both are fi rst-rate, among
the few anomaly periodicals I invariably read from coverto
cover. They are available for $30 a year from the ISC, Box
43070. Tucson. Arizona 85733.

Greenwell and Mackal met, incidentally, for th€ first
time in late 1977. I know that because immediately prior to
that meeting Greenwell was a guest at my home in Lake
Bluff, Illinois, nonh of Chicago; when he left there, he
headed straight to the University ofChicago to see Mackal.
The logistics of that meeting were set up on the Clarks'
kitchen phone. In their conversations at the university,
Greenwell and Mackal laid plans for the world's first

continued. on page 22
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n lune 24 and 25. 1989. the International
Society of Cryptozoology (lSC) sponsored a
conference on "Sasquatch Evidence: Scien-
tific and Social ImDlications." It was held at

Washington State University in Pullman, home ofphysical
anthropologist Grover S. Krantz, one of the few reputable
scientists willing to own up to beliefin the existence ofhairy
hominoids in the Pacific Nonhwest. A transcript of the
discussion appears in th€ Autumn and Winter l99l issues of
The ISC Newsletter.

In the second of these a curious exchange
appears, involving ISC member (and CUFOS
associate) George W. Earley, ISC secretary J.
Richard Greenwcll, and ISC vice president Roy
P. Mackal:

Earley: . . . . Now, there's been somejabs today
at the UFO community. The UFO community is
light years ahead of the cryptozoology society
in organizing itself to investigate sightings, to
deal with the media, to deal with the scientific
and legal communities. The Mutual UFO Net-
work has afield investigators handbook. . . . We
don't have that here.



Tlrns FRoM THE B,lmnR zoNE:
THREE DAys AT run Gnrv Blnrnn MANUSCRIpT DEposIToRy

sv MrcHeEL D. Swonos

any lUR rcadcrs are, unlike me, relativc
youngsters in our ficld, and a good number
have probably never heard of Gray Barkcr.
If you old-timers who know all about him

will indulge me for a moment, allow me to address the
uninitiated with a few words of explanation about ong of
ufology's true originals.

Gray Barker( 1925-1984) spent almost his whole l ifc in
the West Virginia hil ls, pursuing a l ivelihood of theater
booking foralocal (Clarksburg) drive-inmovie; healsosold
audio-visual equipment to the school system. But his con-
suming interest was the pursuit offlying saucers. Though hc
never caught any, he may have made up a few.

Barkerbegan his sauccrchasein 1952 with the peculiar
West Virginia case of thc Flatwoods monster and followcd
with a 30-year carccr in which he edited publications,
created jokes and hoaxes, and conespondcd with almost
evcry odd charactcr in the early history of this strangc
business. Frorn George Adamski to George HuntWilliamson,
Barker was involvcd with thcm
all. Hardly any of what Barker
did had anything to do with
actual  rescarch. Instcad he
seemed to oscil latc bctwccn
having a hilarious good timc
and worrying about thc dark
side of ufology: thrctts, inju
des, even death. Somc say that
Gray Barkerhad no scrious side.
It is my opinion that thOsc visit-
ing his collection in Clarksburg,
and reading hisconcspondcncc,
will disagree. This papcr is about
my visit back to my own Wcst
Virginian roots, and a plcasur-
able side trip to the Barkcr col-
lecti()n.

Barker was a groat letter
writer, an original nctworkcr,
and a person with a tolcrance
for l istening to just about any-
thing. He sccmed, actu l ly, k)
have a rcasonably good balo-
ncy dctcctor ald rcgular ly
panned thc numcrous charla-
tans who crossed his ptth. Yet,
paradoxically, hc dicl not hcsi- Gray Barker, legcndury utllector of UFO fables
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tate to run hoaxes on other peoplc himself. It is my naive
speculation that this was his lower-class mcthod of shaking
charlatans and fools out of thc bushes, while having mis-
chievous fun in the bargain. While he was goofing around
and muddying the waters, he did cdit six UFO newslettcrs
and write five books ofhis own. Perhaps his most interesting
newsletter, from a historical point of view, w as The Sauc e riqn
(later Saucerian Bu etin), 1953-1962.

His most famous, and significant, book was most cer-
tainly They Knew Too Much About Flying Saucers (1956).
In this book thc paranoia about the silencing of UFO
rcscarchers achieved its early most sinister pronouncement.
It is my belief that undcmcath the "playful leprechaun" of
his cxterior, Gray Barker bclicvcd that such dangers wcrc
very real and that these silcncing cpisodes proved that thc
saucers themselves werg real. Lct's enter the library and scc
what else he has lcft bchind for us.

Tun cor,lrcrroN

Afte r Barker's death, his
books, journals, and fi les
werc acquired by his home-
town library, the Clarks-
burg-Harrison County Pub-
lic Library in Clarksburg,
Wcst Virginia. It is housed
as a l imited access collec-
tion in the genealogybuild
ing, the old Waldomore
mansion which stands be-
sidc the modern l ibrary
building downtown. The
Barker collection has its
own room, within which
stand the five fi l ing cabi-
ncts (29 drawers of materi-
als which are the prime rea-
son for visiting), the book-
shelvcs (containing his
UFO l ibrary of  an un-
counted number of vol-
umes; the library note shcct
said 300, but I estimatcd
that about 600 books and
monographs/pamphlets
wcre shelved), and some of



the more complete elements of his journal holdings (many
single-copy and broken-run newsletters are hidden in file
folders).

The gem ofthe collection is the file material, ofcourse.
In general terms it contains not only correspondence and
newsletters but also small books, Freedom of Information
Act documents (not FOIA'd by himselfi), photos, a few
audio tapes, lecture notes, a few manuscripts, some clip-
pings and case reports. It is instructive for both what ir there
and what is not.

What's not there is, initially, surprising to a typical
serious UFO researcher. The files are almost devoid of
actual cases. Where is a file on primary research documen-
tation (i.e., UFO data, or as close as we can get to such) on
any of the classics? Project Sign documents? The Grudge
report? Betty and Bamey Hill? Even the famous West
Virginia cases of Flatwoods and Mothman are amazingly
thin. Barker seems actually uninterested in the nitty-gritty
research detail ofany ofthis. The only significant amount of
pdmary documentation in thc files is the thick pile of
FOIA'd government mate als from Clifford Stone.

Serious academic-style research is another casualty of
Barker's noninterest. There are essentially no files with
labels on them like "J. Allen Hynek," "Walter Webb,"
'lames McDonald," '"Ted Phillips." The only intellectual
manuscript that I found in my quick thrce-day attempt to
plough through all the folders was one by the lat€ Prof.
David Stupple of Eastem Michigan University: "Astral
Travel and Anti-Gravity, Occult Theories of Space Flight
and Flying Saucer Folklore." I do not know ifthis was ever
published. Dr. Stupple was an expert on contactees, and his
interests matched the fringy nature of Barker's own. Their
correspondence indicates a good friendship between the
two. To some degree the book and journal collections also
reflectthis (to me, amazing) neartotal disregard ofthe hard-
core research in our field. Oddly enough, Barker did have a
file for Donald Menzel, containing a brief correspondence.

So what do you find in the folders? Notes about and
correspondence with the spectacular and wild personalities
in thefield: Carlos Allende, AlbcrtBender, George Adamski,
Truman Bethurum, Desmond Leslie, M. K. Jessup, George
Hunt Williamson, Robert S. Carr, Townsend Brown, Augie
Roberts, Jim Villard, Leon Davidson, Woody Derenberger,
Howard Menger, Buck Nelson, Richard Shaver, George
Van Tassel . . . well, you get the idea. Fans ofJohn Keel, Len
Stringfield, and William Steinman will also find interesting
files there. And, of course, Jim Moseley, once refcrred to
with great irreverence, as constituting with Gray Barker the
Tweedle-dum and Tweedle-dee of ufology.

The Barker collection constitutes perhaps the best all-
around insight into the wild side ofUFOs, the embarassing
past with which we are all broad-brushed by the name-
callers and gigglcrs ofthe world. And yet buried within the
scams, gossip, and tomfoolery are many hints of more
imponant and fascinating things.

Tsr BuNnBr MysrERy

Alben Bender, an early UFO hobbyist, managed to organize
a reasonably large group of similarly minded people into a
looselyjoined network extending to several countdes. This
group, the Intemational Flying SaucerBureau, was centered
in Bridgeport, Connecticut, and accomplished two things
relatively quickly: it acquired relationships with several
active saucerchasers (Gray Barker, AugustRobefts, Meade
Layne, Max Miller, Ellion Rockmore, George Fawceit,
Coral Lorenzen, and branch officers in five foreign coun-
trigs), and it initiated an interesting newsletter, Space Re-
yr€n. An avid networker, Bender became a focal point for
flying-saucer information early in the gamerelativeto other
civil ian organizations ( 1952).

Briefly, the history of the IFSB runs as follows:
The groupwas founded in April 1952 and attracted five

magazine editoIS to its "Council" (including those of Fare
and Science Fantasy qnd Science Fiction). By the latterpart
of 1952, th€ IFSB was expanding rapidly. At that t ime
Bender became awareofAugust (Augie) Roberts, the owner
of some interesting UFO pictures and soon to be a member
of thc IFSB research team. By January 1953 the network
included all the famous names mentioned above, and
Bender's ambitions for it continued to grow. He decided to
create a formal investigations unit. Robefis and his aeronau-
tically wise friend Dominick Lucchesi visited Bender in
early February and thoroughly impressed him. Benderorga-
nized his investigations unit around Robens (photography),
Lucchesi (aeronautics), andBarker(chief investigator). The
balance of the team became Lonzo Dove (astronomer) and
theRev. S. L. Daw. Rev. Daw's position may have reflected
Bender's views that the beings in the flying saucers should
be treated with friendship and philosophically expanded
consciousness. This original flavor of the group made the
ultimate sinister negativity of the "Bendcr Affair" panicu-
larly hard to explain.

It took Barker a few months to organize the procedures
of the investigative unit, but his proccdures were neat,
serious, and disciplined. In fact, they presentto us an entirely
different Barker from the onc we are used to: an orderly,
hard-nosed researcher interested in data and documentation.

In June 1953 the IFSB investigators were pursuing the
truth or falsity of an interesting Canadian sighting of mul-
tiple discs in the sky at the same time (but not interacting
with) several Sabrejets. Bender kept a hand in on all these
investigations and was quite skeptical in his initial reactions.
Frank Scully, author of the first crashed-saucer book, the
controversial Beltird the Flying Saucers (1950),joined the
organization in July. Benderhad Eddie Rick€nbacker set to
write an article for the newsletter, In August, in an amazing
event, a ricochcting "fireball" UFO blasted through a metal
billboard in New Haven, Connecticut, and kept right on
going across the hill. The hole was more than a foot wide in
the 20-gauge steel. Naval Ordnance investigaton were on
the scene, but it was AugieRobens whopulled metalbitsout
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of the sign and sent them to Bcnder for analysis: a piece of
a UFO in the hands of a civil ian organization!

The New Haven metal fragment was sent to a Col.
Emcrson (the Chief Research Consultant, a job outside
Barker's investigative unit). Emerson said that he would
contact friends at OakRidge about analyzing it. Meanwhile,
another IFSB "secret document," the case report of a photo
Barker regardcd as ofno consequencc, was "misplaced" by
Lucchesi, and all sons of funny busincss involving Barker,
Dove, Roberts, and Lucchesi and "official" visits by the
govemmcnt briefly ensued. These mild interactions were
considered mysterious by all parties bccause they seemed to
havc no clear purpose. Thcy were attributed to the FBI. On
Scptember 9 Bcnderremarked, rathcr pathetically when on€
considers what was to happen shortly, "I havc not been
approached as yet, but rcst assured I will be prcpared for
thcm when they show up."

At the end ofSeptembcr's second weck, Bendertold the
key IFSB members not to accept any new mcmbers until
aftcr thc October issue of Space Review. Somc interpreters
of the Bendcr mystery have taken this to mean that Bender
had already been scared into silence, but I don't think so. I
bclicve that the infamous visit of the "three men" was yet to
come and that this was just the recognition that dues were
going up shortly. On Septcmber28 Bcnder was sti l l  commu-
nicating normally with Roberts and Lucchesi. Hc was get-
ting suspicious ofEmerson and the fragment testing. "Could
it bc that we have stumblcd onto something imponant?" he
asked. Dom Lucchesi called him on the same day with
nothing unusual transpiring.

Either latc on the 28th or early on the 29th, Bender
called Roberts and reportcd that he had been visitcd by the
first of the notorious men in black who would surface in
UFO folklorc many timcs thereafter. Hc was scared away
from UFO rescarch forevcr. His loyalty was appealed to.
The answcrs to the UFO mystery werc given him, and they
wcre "fantastic" and frightcning. All UFO research was now
"a waste of t irne." The October Space Review issue was
allcgedly rewritten and announccd the dissolution of IFSB.

Needless to say, Barker, Lucchesi and Roberts (and
doubtless many others) wcro stunned. What in thc world had
happcncd? No amount of quizzing of Bender could elicit
anything but "l can't talk about that." Around thc middle of
November, two funher notes:

( I ) Augic Roberts had a second fragmcnt of the Ncw
Haven "UFO" analyzed. It turned out to consist largely of
copper and copper oxide.

(2) Bender, t ircd offacing qucstions he felt hc could not
answer, told Roberts testi ly, "Plcasc do not expcct to discuss
'saucers' in any way, shape or form. I do not care to talk
about this subjcct toanyone any morc. Ifyou are making the
trip for this purpose I would rathor not have you come."

Barker was complctcly boggled by all ofthis. He fought
with the solution to the silencing of Bendcr for many years.
Thc mystery is the entirc stuffofhis one masterwork, Tfiey
Knew Too Much About Flyins Suucers. Neither he nor

anyone else ever solved theBendermystery. Benderhimself
wrote a book in 1962, Flying Saucers and the Three Men,
allegedly telling all. The book's far-fetched, even ridiculous
contact story contributed nothing but further fog to these
strange happenings.

Tsr uysrpny soLvED?

Barker and his team could not solye the Bendermystery, so
what chance have we? Probably none, but one cannot resist
a try. Perhaps the perspective of time could help.

From ourdistant perch in the 1990s, the IFSB seems an
unusual organization for 1952-53. What was it doing? It
was a civilian organization actually attempting scientific
research on UFOs (case studies, photo analysis, metal-
lurgy). In some significant way it may have been the first
such organization probing into the flying discs in this
fashion. It also had an expanding intemational network for
sharing projects and information. One such projectbetween
Benderand his Australian and New Zealand colleagues was
to plot UFO flight paths in hopes ofdiscovering their bases
oforigin. What do you think U.S. intell igence thought ofall
this in 1953?

It requires little genius to suspect that the CIA, et al.,
were monitoring this organization and that several develop-
ments indicated that the stage in which the IFSB was only a
harmless flying-saucer club was passing. International
projects plotting unidentified aircraft flights are plenty
enough to concem the CIA. Note also that this is the period
during which the other burgeoning civilian organization,
Civil ian Saucer Investigation of Los Angeles, was being
discouraged (directly) by the U.S. Air Force, and it would
soon fold. AIso it was the period directly following the
Robertson Panel and its CIA concerns with the potential
Soviet manipulability ofthe UFO phenomenon. What would
intelligence agencies' opinions be about a bunch of Ameri-
cans preaching an open arms welcome for strange incoming
ships in the sky?

The snapping ofthe elastic for the intell igence agencies
would have been Augie Roberts's harvesting ofthe myste-
rious fireball mctal from the New Haven sign-right, more-
over, under the noses of Naval Ordnance investigators.
What would have inspired Naval Ordnance people to be out
there inspecting a billboard incident? Well, could it be-
naval ordnance? Something which blasts a hole through a
sign, caroms offotherobjects, and continues on atlow levels
outofsight sounds suspiciously missilelike to me. A civil ian
intemationalorganization analyzing Americarmissile rem-
nants would be bad enough in l993,let alone 1953. Note that
Augic Roberts' ultimate elemcntal analysis read: copper/
copper oxide. Copper bums with a spectacular green (fire-
ball) light whcn exposed to a high heat of friction such as
when frcefalling in the atmosphere. Could military intelli-
gence, Lincoln La Paz, and thc secret Project Twinkle have
becn concerned? One would suspect at Ieast "mild" interest.
And, even if it was nothing but a peculiar meteoritc, the
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military missile program was vi-
tally interestod in meteoritc retrieval
as well: study ofthe stoncs ofheavcn
told much about the rclationships
betwecn materials and high-spccd
friction.

It is my hypothcsis that the
IFSB was being monitored for a
few months at least, and when the
New Haven fragment was made
known to the military (via Col.
Emerson and Oak Ridgq), it be-
came obvious that the intell igence
community had to act to snip this
sort of civil ian activity in the bud.
The decision having been made to
visit Bender, thc remaining issuc
was what sort of approach to takc.
For example, what would he be
told? The man was a civil ian, and
nota civil ian scicntist-engineer l ike
the majorfigures in the Los Angeles CSI. Those individuals
worked for a major military contractor. It was easy lo cool
them off. This IFSB situation was more of an intercsting
problem. Perhaps a mere appeal to Bender's loyalty as a U.S.
citizen would be enough-such appeals were traditionally
made-but maybe not hcre.

They decidcd to tcll Bendcr something so fantastic and
scary thathe would nevcr peep anything but nonscnse about
saucers again. Thcy apparcntly kncw their man well. They
chose a theme about which he was already thinking, and this
"validation" of his thoughts and fcars worked.

Nobody knows what was said regarding the thrcat of
flying saucers in thc meeting betwccn Bendcr and thc "thrce
mcn." Thc meo were astouoded at how widespread and
cosmopolitan IFSB had becomc so quickly. ("God, but
you'rc all over the placc!," Bendcr says one rcmarked.)
They told Bendcr that hc could do nothing to help with thc
problem of dealing with thc flying discs. ("In our goyern-
ment wc have thc smartcst men in the country. They can't
find a defensc for it. How can you do anything about it?"
Such a comment brings up Hopkins style abductions or
Nevada-style paranoiac scanarios to the mind of a 1990s
ufologist.)

A cenain Dr. Leon Davidson (a former Los Alarnos
enginccr and a saucers-as-U.S.-tcchnology proponent who
is even more difficult to figure out than Bender) claimed ro
have had a similar visit from "three men in dark blue," and
he named them: A. Dil lon, Office of Naval Intell igence;
John Grast, Army Counterintelligencc CorpsiC. N. Latker,
Officc of thc Inspector of Naval Matericl. These men
quizzcd Davidson about his knowlcdge ofdevelopments in
the Navy's secret guided missile programs. These three
could have been Bcnder's visitors and for the same reason,
but one never knows what to believc with Lcon Davidson.

I suspect that the Bcnderaffair was an intcll igence game

Thc Barker collection is storcd at the Clarksburg-Ilarrison County Public
Library in Clarksburg, West Virginia

or experiment to see how effectively operatives could ma-
nipulate the fledgling UFO "research" community. They
told him something incredible, terorized him with that
information, and later retumed (a fourth man) io soften the
blow and make him feel a l itt lc better about it all, as he would
say. Thcre are a million possible tales he could have been
tofd. Barker spcculated on many of them inThey Knew Too
Mzcli. Hcre is onc in which Benderexpressed interestbefore
the visit of the thrce men:

The U.S. govcrnment not only knows what the discs are
but is in some sort of contact with the beings flying them.
Meadc Layne, founder of the occult-oriented Borderland
Sciences Research Associates, would later claim that meeG
ings were taking place at Murcc (now Edwards) AFB with
President Eisenhower, that scveral kinds of discs were on
view, and that "l have never secn so many human bcings in
a state of complctc collapsc and confusion as they realized
that their own world had indeed cnded with such finality as
to beggardescription." This sortof world-ending apparently
referred to Carl Jung's reminder that "we would be placed
in the very questionable position of today's primitive soci
eties that clash with the superior cultures of thc white race.
All initiative would be wrested from us- As an old witch
doctor once said to me, with tears in his eyes: we havc no
more dreams." Our own witch doctors, the scientists, were,
according toLayne, the most emotionally devastated by the
revelation.

Allcgedly thc government had bcen ablc to dismantle
one ofthe flying discs and in doing so learned ofthe energies
that powered its movcment. These energies were not the
cnergies of our current industdal-technological complex.
They werc not, thcrefore, the foundation stones upon which
our entire economic system was built. If thg new encrgy
tachnology was to be employed (and it would be diff icult to
avoid it now that it and its supedority werc known), eco-
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nomic destabilization and human catastrophe would be
inevitable in the transition. In Barker's Benderfile is a rough
piece of an envelope with someone's writing on it, not
apparently Bender's. lt doesn't mak€ perfect sense, but
Barker obviously thought it rclated to Bender's problems
and stored it in the file. It reads: "[T]he Govemment found
a new type of power-what would be [it do?] to all of the
Companys [sic]? Underground Citys [sic] for three months.
In the changeover, many people would die. Thecause of the
F.S. rather than their origin. How to make the chalge over
without upsetting the world economy'and monopoly'with-
out causing economic collapse is where the idea of panic
comes in ifrhe public gets wise." The note has th€ earmarks
of notcs taken by Barker himself (as in "over the phone"),
but I don't know. Some ofthe above phraseology shows up
in They Knew Too Much.

Whether this or any, other specific tale was told to
Benderas the truth, who knows? Barkerthought that it could
be part ofthe answer. Layne may have actually believed the
story (instead of just hoaxed it). A Bender contact, Paul
Rear, believed it. Dr. Davidson actually claimed in a mar-
ginal note to Barker to have personal confirmation of a
similar Muroc incident later, in early 1960. Davidson to
Barker: "Gray: With Eisenhower at Palm Springs. T\is
weekend saucers should be seen by him like last Tue Aft.
Why else not go to Augusta. Will you be aboard this Palm
Springs fl ight. L.D."

Wild stuff. If the modems think ahat they're any more
"rock and roll" than our forebears, they have not been
reading their history.

Bender may have also been told that his "Antarctic
base" theory for the UFOS was correct ("Project X" which
he formed to plot out flight paths of southem hemisphere
UFOS with Edgar Jarold ofAustralia and Harold Fulton of
New Zealand). This may have continued to spin down into
the hole-at-the-pole/lrollow-earth notion and the bizarre
claims ofRichard S. Shaver; the "Shaver mystery" contin-
ued to fascinate Barker all his life. If so, the UFOS wercn't
from space but from a malign hi-tech robotsociety of the
inner planet, and perhaps it was finally brcaking out to get
us. The catastrophe in Bender's eyes would be simply done,
Iorhe had investigated the doomsday concepts ofone Hugh
A. Brown. Brown, a Columbia engineer, had been shoutirtg
the dangers of a shift in the Antarctic ice cap, destabilizing
the rotational angle of the axis of the Ea h. Malign inner-
earth ufonauts, based in Antarctica, could easily begin this
catastrophe with theirawesomc energies. A new devastation
of the Atlantis variety would bcgin, as Brown had guessed
had happened several times before.

Perhaps one ofyou can go to the Barkcrdepository with
moretimeand insightthan myself, and piece together a more
defensible theory of what the thrce men may have laid on
Bender. Whatcver the story was, it worked. Bender quit
UFO research, and I believe that this was thc defining
momcnt ofthe cntirety ofBarker's career. This spcctacular
social event-Bender's silencing-was real, and it was

UFO-related. It was also almost certainly government-
intelligence related.

For Barker, itproved to him foreverthat UFOs were of
real signihcance and that there was something dangerous
about knowing too much about them. It was unwise to get
too close to the fire. Barker changed. No longer was he the
young organized serious researcher for the IFSB. Now he
became a butterfly flitting lightly over a dangerous pond. He
published, but he didn't rcsearch. He talked of personalities
but not cases. Hc entcrtained himself while not exposing
himself. The intclligence play had worked on Barker, too.

Throughout the documents the researcher can see the
schizophrenia that had entered Barker's mind. Here he
wouldbe speaking rationally and conservatively to a serious
researcher like Lex Mebane or Lee Munsick, and then he
would be chortling fiendishly over some weirdness he was
about to pull with Jim Villard.

Urolocv BAcKSTAGE

As an anticlimax to our story, let's just dabble with some
isolated bits from the files so that you will know what to
expect when you go there.

Jinmy Guieu: He was an interesting early (and still
active) French ufologist who wrote a relatively rare (but
worth reading) work which was translated into English,
Flying Saucers Come from Another World (1956). He and
Barkcr had a I950s correspondence, albeit brief. In early
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1956 he contributed to Barker's "Benderian" paranoia with
the following:

"Believe it or not, Gray, but we have now in France a
case of Benderism! An engineer and I are proceeding our
investigations on this strange affair, but it is very difficutt
becausetheman whoreceived a visit offour mysterious men
has vanished! We know he is hidden now in soutbem
France. This guide 'knew too much aboutF.S.'! We do not
think the folur men are French agents of govemment nor
agents of another nation."

Guieu went on to describe a strange "optical instru-
ment" given to the man by a female saucer pilot. The
investigating engineer actually saw and handled this instru-
ment before the recipient disappeared.

Barker, ofcourse, was boggled by this and gave Guieu
five hypotheses for the identity of the three (or four) men.
Three of the hypotheses he deemed unlikely: crackpots,
government agents offoreign powers, and the space people
themselves. One theory was mentioned withoutcomment: a
secret society on earth. He refened to another theory with a
gleam in his eye: someone in league with the space people.
Note that he did not mention our own govemment agents.
Perhaps trey were the ones "in league" with the ufonauts.

M, K. Jessup: He was an early UFO researcher, more
intelligent than most and close to beginning the ancient-
astronaut hypothesis and the idea that UFOS were closely
connected to the Bible. Jessup was to enhance the paranoia
quotient ofthe field by "mysteriously" committing suicide
in 1959. He and Barker conducted a friendly correspon-
dence between 1954 and 1957.

Jessup's letters sbow a practical man, fairly upbeat,
who was trying to make a living. He was convinced that
there was something very big involved with UFOs. His
views of some of the UFO superstars indicate a man with
good crap-detection skills and surprisingly down-to-earth
appraisals ofthe sociology ofthe field. A few telling quotes:

"I can sure understand yourgripe re thc hoaxers. I have
always felt the same way about Van Tassel, but you'd be
astonished how many peoplc, otherwise apparently sane,
who believe completely in him." Barkerhad toldJessup that
Van Tassel was flcecing old people with claims of his
rejuvenation machine.

"What about this Menger character? I think he is
outright hoax . . . is the whole field getting worsc-{r
better?" "It would be my off-the-record opinion that he is a
complete hoax or at least self-deludcd."

"Frankly, and very confidentially, I have never ac-
cepted ANY story ofspace riding and take a dim view ofall
reports ofcontacts. Again frankly and confidentially I donot
believe that ANYONE is Iin] communication with space
craft by light beam, radio, or any other method. Whenever
contact is finally established it will certainly be done in a
dignified and official manner and not through crackpots.
But don't quote me, for I still want to sell some books."

Barker had earlier told Jessup how his newsletter re-
newals fell off after he told readers that thc Dlatitudinous

"metaphysician" Monklaof Mars was notreal. Both Barker
and Jessup realized that there were elements of flying-
saucer fandom so undiscriminatingly mindless that any
negative comments about anything, however stupid, were
bad forbusiness. Let us repeat Jessup's commeDt for today:
Is the whole field getting worse----or better?

One person who they agreed was untouchable and
unattackable was George Adamski. Notwithstanding our
fond reminiscences of Ruppelt, Keyhoe, McDonald, and
Hynek, the king of early ufology was undeniably Adamski.
In a survey ofBarker's readership by Prof. Stupple as late as
1975, it was found that twice as many readers had read and
recommended Adamski than any other author. The next
leading writer was Menger. The first scholarly researcher
was Hynek, who ranked fourth. Almost noothers wereeven
listed. This is like our own era regarding UFO abductions,
wherc the pop culture insists on being wowed by believe-it-
or-not tales ratherthan serious investigations. Knowing who
was buttering lheirbread, Barker and Jessup deemed it best
to let Adamski alone.

"l get the idea sometimes that Adamski may have
hypnotized some of these women and given them post-
hypnotic suggestions," Jessup confided to Barker. "In any
case their devotion could not be greater if Adamski was, in
fact, the Deity himself. It's a funny situation and I wish I
understood it better. Personally, I find it expedient to be
evasive re Adamski and othe$, ratherthan taking sides, and
I think you should do likewisewhen making public speeches."

Ncvertheless in Jessup's estimation the UFO phenom-
enon had its powerful and imponant side: "Ul don'tthinklhe
UFO deal is really terri fy i ng-they've been here (ifany) too
long for that. . . . It seems to me that maybe it'sjust that the
human race is, all-of-a-sudden[,] growing up and becoming
aware of its true place in the universe and will have to
swallow its ego in favor ofa new type ofcoexistence . . . and
maybe that in itself is terrifying."

In Jessup's evolving correspondence he lets Barker in
on the growing problems of a young organization, the
National Investigations Committec on Aerial Phenomena
(NICAP). He himselfchanges dramatically in his opinion of
NICAP's first chief officer, the physicist T. Townsend
Brown. Brown goes from a highly trained intellect with
great organizalional potential to a pseudoscientific huckster
out to make a buck. This latter estimation may have been
closer to the truth. In Barker's Brown file a World War II
pamphlet shows Brown huckstering something called the
Sidereal Radiation Laboratory. Its purpose? To use mea-
surements of solar radiation to predict the stock market-

Desmond Leslie. He was the coautho! of Adamski's
coming-out-party, otherwiseknown as Fly ing Saucers Have
ktnded (1953). Needless to say, he bought his coauthor's
story lock, stock, and banel. In his letters to Barker, he
buttresscd his vicws with strong arguments in favor of the
Adamski-like Coniston saucer photo and its analysis by
Leonard Cramp, who held it to be identical to the Adamski
scoutcraft pictures. He defcnded the son who photographed
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the saucer with the interesting news that both he and his

father h d had their consciousnesses so expanded by the
son's experience that they were both now psychic. I doubt
that this persuaded Barker.

lrslie says many other amazing things. Two Bdtish
astonomers have separately reported Adamski machines in
space, he avers. Two highJevel British officials are inter-
ested in saucer information. The "earth-satellite" exists-
this is l95zl-and probably is the mothership for one extra-
terrestrial race. Van Tassel is a hoax, but Bethurum, Fry,
Galbraith, and Allingham (who eventually would be re-
vealed as nonexistent, the invention of English debunker/
prankster Patrick Moore) are not. He is fascinated by a
Florida scoutmaster's claim thata UFO zapped him. Barker
responds that the scoutmaster, D. S. "Sonny" Desvergers, is
probably unreliable, so don't get too enthusiastic. Leslie is
down on New York ufologists. Titles like "Supreme Com-
mander," he says, connote nothing but "supreme egos with
very little at their command."

We'll let Leslie go, with this enigmatic quote which
doubtless got Barker's paranoiac mind working:

"I havebeen playing overthe BuckNelson (acontactee)
tapes very carefully and some ofthe things he says lead me
to believe that the ship he contacted was of earthly origin.
More I cannot say without suffering the same fate as our
friend Mr. Bender."

The Straith letter: ^fhis document. a notorious fake.
appeared to indicate that Adamski had the support of the
U.S. Department ofState. In the January 10, 1985, issue of
Saucer Smear, Jim Moseley, confirming a long-standing
suspicion, confessed that Barker and he perpetrated this
hoax with an unnamed confederate. We have seen that
Barker felt that Adamski was directly untouchable but that
Barker felt that all these contactees were screwballs or con
men, doing damage to any chances of figuring out the real
nature of the UFO phenomenon. Whcther Barker really
wanted to figure it out any more, who knows?

But the mischievous child was still operative, that's for
sure. Ii is my opinion that such hoaxes were Barker's way of
stining the ufological pot in a way that gave him control for
a change, and he could sit back and watch the goofs, the
witch-hunters, and the sincere people sort themsclves out.
The Straith letter was just another bit of tomfoolcry which,
howcver, showed incredibly bad judgment. The using of
official U.S. govemment stationery left Barker open to
serious federal charges. Barker had to bluff it out until he
died. Some of the correspondence:

James Villard to Barker (November20, 1957): "Thanks
for IB Stationary-we'll send out thousands morc hoax
lett€rs (aren't we evil) ! lfyou want any State Dept., National
War College, United States Information Agency, or The
Voice of America Stationary, I can get for you."

Barkerto Villard (November 22, 1 957): "Send me ALL
that stationary you mention, and I promise you I won't get
in trouble over it-just shut up a few people, that's all. Tho
first trick I'll play will be on Moseley hirnselfif you will act

as a confederate."
Villard to Barker (Decernber 1957): "Here is the sta-

tionary I promised for you. Have fun!"
Barker to Villard (December 16, 1957): "Thanks also

for the stationary-will go into this funher when I see you
next."

Villard to Barker (the following year): "Poor Straith.
Have you read Max Millers [sic] account in Saacers? Ha ha
ha ha ha ha. I know most of those people he talked to
personally. He is really off the track. But it all adds to the
confusion. Heh eh eh eh."

Snour,o You wrsu To co

As I stand on the porch of my family home in New
Martinsville, West Virginia, I can look northward about 40
miles to Budd Hopkins' original home in Meeling. Rotat-
ing to the southeast, and about at the same distaoce as the
Mothman flies, is Barker's Clarksburg. It's a nice, slightly
economically depressed West Virginia city-reachable by
a good modern superhighway. Surprisingly, there are no
hotels whotever in the downtown area, wherein lies the
library. Plan to stay outside town between Clarksburg and
Bridgepon in one of the motels, all standard chain types.
Bring yourcar, orifnot be sure you get the bus system down
pat: it's quite nice, but if you miss one, you've a gO-minute

wait. (Also the ridership in part resembles Zone of the
Neuron-Deactivated Stare-Zombies, harmless I think. Maybe
it was because I was from Michigan and thanked the bus
driver.)

Someone who is not only perfectly normalbut dam near
perfectly helpful is the main contact person for the Barker
collection, John Nesbitt. What a pleasant, fine fellow-the
sort of West Virginian who makes me happy to be one. You
must contact him at the library ahead ofyour visit so that he
can givc you the cxpected schedule of open hours at the
genealogical collection. On an average day the Waldomore
mansion is open 9 to 5, but there are several exceptions. Plan
to spend several days unless you have a verT specific
research target.I spent 3% days, and it wasn't nearly enough.

Ifyou're a famous ufologist and you letJohn know early
eoough, maybe you can arrange a speaking engagement for
the local group. (No one wants to hear what I have to say so
it wasjust research and motel rooms for me.) John's office
phone is (304) 624-6512 at the library. Go and have fun.
Who knows, you may get to meet someone from the Penta-
gon. They say a colonel had visited before me. Ijust missed
rn) chance to meet a man in black. i

Michael D. Swords, Ph.D., is editor of the Joumal of UFO
Stndies andprofessor ofnatural sciences at Western Michi-
gan University, Kalamqzoo.
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Figure I

the right-hand side. At the same time the vertical row of
lights at thc center flashcd upward and downward from (c)
in the samc regular rhythmic mte. He said that each light
looked like it was behind a "thin silk cloth."

It is not clear whether these light sources shown in a
nanow beam only in the direction of the witnesses or in a
wider beam which could have been seen from different
locations. Figurc 2 presents the appearance of these lights
from differentvantage angles assuming either(a), a flat front
surfacetothelightsource, and(b),acylindricalfrontsurface
(as viewed along direction 1). Note that in (a) the apparenl
shape ofeach light would be an oval when viewed offangle
(along direction 2) while in (b) it would be a circle (viewed
along direction 2). The eyewitness maintained that all light
sources were round. Tbis suggests either cylindrical or
spherical surface to each light source rcdiating in all direc-
tions. This is what is implied by the testimony.

The estimated "on" duration of each light was about 1.5
seconds with an "off' duration of 0.5 seconds. Figure 3
portrays this temporal pattern forthree adjaccnt light sources,

hile on duty as captain
of thelocal militia(po-
lice), Boris Ivanovich
Vladimirov was riding

in the dght seat ofa patrol vehicle with
anothcr patrolman at about 9 o'clock
local time. Suddcnly both men noticed
an unusual pattem of colorcd lights
located to the right sidc of the road
about 25 meters away in a freshly
plowed ficld. It was early in the wintcr
of 1984, approximately at thc end of
Septcmber or early October, and the
snow had not yet fallen on this part of
the eastern Urals, about 120 km north-
west of Chclyabinsk. The ncarest mc-
dium-sizcd town is Karabash about35
km to the nonhwest. The vil lage of
Byramgulovo sits at thc eastern tip of
the Argazinskoye Lake.

The collective farm on which this
evcnttook place hasbroad roll ingfi elds
with occasional stands of white pine
that are chanctcristic of this rcgion.
The soil is dark and rich, and the road
was ruttcd and muddy. The author
inspectcd the arca on May 8, l992,and
noticcd that there werc a largc propor-
tionof small r(rcks (typically I-4 inchcs
long) lying everywhere on the surface with a density of from
five to 20 pcr square mcler: thcy contained ahigh proportion
of quartz.

The two men saw a largc lightcd triangle outlined by
many largc, round, colorcd l ights. Capt. Vladimirov drew a
rough sketch forthc author from mcmory during thc site visit
which has been rcdrawn in Figurc L Thc object seemcd to
sit on orjust abovc the ground. Thc skelch shows I I lights
on the lefthand and righthand sides of the object and l3 up
its middlc. Each light was equally spaced about 0.7 D from
each other whcre D - thc diamcter ofcach light. No object
was seen other than the lighted triangle. Hc said that theyjust
stoppcd thc car and starcd in amazcment at the object.

The lights around the edgc ofthe object flashed sequen-
tially, likc a theatcr marquce, as indicated by thc arrows in
Figure 1. They turned off in a regultr manner. Each cycle
bcgan with the light locaicd at (a) on the left "lcg" appearing
to move upward simultaneously with the l ight at (b), at the
top of the object, which scemcd to movc downward along
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A, B, and C with time extending horizontally across the
drawing. After an unknown period of time all of the lights
simply tumed off and they could not see it any more, He
could not recall whether all of the lights extinguished
simultaneously or not.

The nextday thecaptain returned tothe field and found
three round depressions in the soil about l0 inches deep and

Figure 2

36 inches in diameter. They were at the comers of an
equilateral l angle 8 meters apart. Calculations indicated
that if the object was simply three cylindrical tripod legs
weighing 200 pounds perlinear foot the entire object would
have weighed about 97,200 pounds (32.4 tons). The soil
depressions may or may not have been caused by accelera-
tive forces.

Tss pRr[{A,nv wrrNESs

Boris Ivanovich is a police officer with many long
years ofpractical experienceofall kinds. He is used to
dealing with stressful situations calmly. Standing al-
mostsixfeettall with a solid build, hewasan imposing
figure to the townsfolk. He knew the citizens of the
village and surrounding areas personally and said that
he had no idea who could have contrived such a hoax
givel the extreme poverty in the region. His eyesight
is still good, as determined by his answers to my
queslions about sighting various details on the distant
horizon. He does not weareye glasses. I could find no
reason why he would make up astory likethis: itcould
not enhance his career (he was soon to retire) and could
make him the laughing stock of the entire area.

Drscussrot

The top of the object was remembered to be atabout 60
degrees above the horizontal. The point on the ground
directly beneath the lop, assuming an equilateral tri-
pod leg arrangement was about 28 meters from the
obseryer. Given these dimensions, theobjectwould be
about 157 feet tall. I checked for the possibility that the
lights seen couldhave been areflection oflights inside
or outside the vehicle off the windshield. None were
found.

If the bottom of each ofthe three rows ofcolored
lights represents the sources of the three ground de-
pressions that were found, then the vertical (central)
row of lights was located at either a lesser or greater
distance from the witnesses than the two side rows.

Since the vertical row
of lights was visible
either the body ofthe
object was not
opaque or this (cen-
tral) row was located
nearer to the wit-
nesses.

The witnesses
estimated each light
to be about the same
brightness as a vil-
lage street lamp
(tungsten or equiva-
lent; 500 watts). IfFigure 3
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there were 35 light sources on the object this would require
I 7.5 kilowatts of power neglecting power losses in transmis-
sion. What is the source of this large amount of electrical
power? That these sources were probably not normal incan-
descent sources is suggested by thehigh speed atwhich each
seemed to appear and disappear. A gas discharge type of
luminous source is more likely.

While the main witness did not count the exact number
of lights on the object, the fact that the witness drew his
sketch carefully, that the number of colored lights was as
large as it was as well as being the same on both sides,
suggests either that (l) there really were eleven lights as
claimed or (2) there were at least this many lights and
possibly more.

Otherquestions include where the electrical timing and
orl/off switching circuitry was located for these lights and
why did these lights sequence on and offas they did? Does
this imply some functional relationship with its power

generation, distribution, ortransmission within the object or
perhaps serve only to attract attention to itself. The latter
seems more likely since (1) there are so many other UFO
cases ofthis same kind in which the observelorobservers do
not see the object or objects until the object(s) suddenly
lights up, as ifthey are trying to be seen, and (2) the object
was invisible both before and after the vent. The possibility
ofa perceived temporal discontinuity (via amnesia) during
thesighting ispossibleeither immediately before or after the
aboYe events took place.

The cause of this particular sighting €vent remains a
mvsterv. +

Richard F. Haines, Ph.D., an IUR contributing editor and
leodint investigator ol the UFO phenomenon, is a research
scientist specializing in psychology and perception. This is
one of a continuing series of reports of his research in the

former Soviet Union.
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