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Enrronrlr,

Hrsrony LESSoN

his issue focuses on a crucial episode in UFO
history: the events that led up to the prepara-
tion of Projecl Blue Book Special Report No.
l4.Iennie Zeidman and Mark Rodeghier also

look, less directly, at the ClA-sponsored Robertson panel
which along with Repot 14 "made the subject of UFOS
scientifically unrespectable," in thewords ofJ. Allen Hynek.
Ironically, while Special Report 14 was presented as the
definitive debunking document, its data unambiguously
pointed to an opposite conclusion, offering a virtually
irrcfutable slalistical argument for lhe existencc
of UFOs as extraordinary phenomena demon-
strably unlike identifiable flying objects.

Zeidman and Rodeghier's remarkable in-
vestigation of the "Pentacle lctter" also pro-
vides us with an object lesson in the importalce
of knowing one's history. The letter figurcs
prominently not only in Jacques Vallee's For-
bidden Science but. we learn. in Vallee's career
as a UFO theorist. On page 428 he writcs,
"Could it b€ that Penbcle's clevcr, detailed
recommendations to set up deliberate artificial
UFO flaos and simulated cases in selected areas

whose meaning should not have been that diffi cult to fathom
even in 1967, when Vallee first saw it. That this misreading
should have gone unchallenged in Vallee's mind up to the
time Forbidden Science was published borders or the in-
comprehensible. That many readels and commentators should
have accepted this misinterpretation without question rests
squarely in the realm of the entirely predictable.

Ufologists ignore theirhistory at theirperil. One conse-
quence is that many ofour number have little sense of what
made the UFO phenomenon look interesting and evidcntial

in the firstplace. Thecascs thatdid thatwere the
kinds that the Battellc Memorial Institute aDd
Project Blue Book considcred and which (in
common with later would-be debunkers) they
could only cxplain away but never explain-
cases lhat remain as puzzling and as suggestive
today as they were then. Relatively few ofthesc
could be characterized as "high strangencss"
sightings of the sort that have practically de-
fi ned latter-day ufological discourse. These were,
rather, the kinds of reports-well-investigated
close encountcrs, multiple-witness dayli ght-disc
sightings, radar/visual events-that the revi-

was actually implcmented? Is that the explanation for some
ofthe bizane sightings we were to observe in later years?"

The answer to these questions happens to be no, as
Vallee ought to have known; instead he went on to wdte
Messengers of Deception (19?9) and Revelations (1991)
under the mistaken impression that he had stumbled upon
positive proof of a conspiracy to manipulate UFO and
paranormal events. The purpose of this manipulation, he
further theorized without evidence, was and is to affect
human consciousness.

The point is not to bash Vallee, who has already taken
his share ofknocks in IUR's pages (if, it must be said, hardly
anywhere else), but to wam those who get their history
secondhand to be sure they're hearing it from somebody
who really does know more than they know. The Pentacle
letter-"Pentacle" is Vallee's portentous code name for
Howard C. Cross of the Battelle Memorial Institute-has
already inspired some Iess than insightful commentary in
the popular UFO lrterature. Such things, once loosed, are
never quite recaptured, especially when they play on con-
spiratorial fears.

And here the damage is particularly egregious: Vallee's
theories have hugely influenced intemational ufology. It is
unsettling to leam now that they are based in significant
measure on a stunning misinterpretation of a document

sionists who have tried to write the extraterrestrial hypoth-
esis out of ufology's universe routinely ignoie.

These kinds of repons lend no support whatever to
paranormal orpsychosocial theories, which take their inspi-
ration from a confusiorr ofscary stories with UFO evidence.
Paranormalists think scary stories cre UFO evidence, and
psychosocial speculationists, who think they are evidence
of nothing but the operation of cultural and psychological
forces on susceptible psyches, declare they are also all the
evidence lhat exists for UFOs, which therefore do not exist.
Both propositions are false and ahistorical.

This is not to say that the UFO phenomenon may not
have bizarre aspects-as, of course, we would expect it to
have ifextraterrestrial intelligences are responsible for UFO
sightings--only that reports that are highly strange are
usually lowly evidential. We pay attention to the abduction
phenomenon, for example, because there is a larger UFO
phenomenon of which it gives every indication of being a
component. Remove abductions from that context, and they
become peculiar anecdotes alleging experiences that are
difficult eitler to prove orto disprove, claims which offer up
extraordinary possibilities with evidence which, while some-
times intriguing and suggestive, is insufficient on its own to
sustain them. In other words, the abductionphenomenon has

continued on page 24
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