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Tnn sEARCH FoR THE Roswnr,r,
ARCHAEOLOGISTS:

C.lsrrNc rIrE NBT
rv Tsovas J. CenBv

he first mention that a team of archaeologists
was involved in the eyents surrounding the
alleged cmsh and retrieval ofan alien spaceship
and its dead crew in the New Mexico desert in

the early part of July 1947 was it The Roswell Incid.ent
(1980) by Charles Berlitz and William Moore. The Roswell
eyent was reexamined by Moore in several update papers
during theearlytomid 1980s and supported by DonBerliner
and Stanton Friedman in their recent bo okCrash at Cororu
(1992). Kevin Randle and Don Schmin also suggested that
archaeologists were present at the impact site (though at a
different location) in their 1991 took UFO Crash qt Ros-
well. This article examines the case for the presence of
archaeologists at the crash site as it was originally reponed
inThe Roswell IncideDt and reaffirmed with miDor changes
in Crash at Corona-that is, on the Plains of San Agustin
(Socorro and Catron Counties in west-central New Mexico).

No testimony to date suggests that anything resembling
an archaeological team appeared on the debris field on
William W. (Mac) Brazel's ranch, located 125 miles east of
the Plains in Lincoln County where, according to the Ber-
liner/Friedman scenario, small pieces of the same craft or a
companion craft were found at about the same time. An
examination for the presence ofarchaeologists in the Randle/
Schmitt scenario (Lincoln and Chaves Counties in south-
eastem New Mexico) will be the subject of an article to
appear in the January/February issue of IUR.

Tup LpcpNn oF THE
Roswur,r, mcuAEor,ocrsrs
According to the account of a deceased federal soil conser-
vation engineer and formerresident ofsocorro, New Mexico,
Grady L. (Bamey) Barnett, as recalled to researchers years
later by close friends and relatives as well as by his former
boss, Barnett was working "somewhere west of Socono-
near Magdalena" (Bamett is said to haye referred to the area
in question as "the Flats," which is a local referent for the
Plains ofSan Agustin) when he came upon a downed, disc-
shaDed craft with its unluckv crew strewn about. He wasn't

there very long when a group of civilians-he said that they
were archaeologists-came upon the scene and started to
look around. The archaeologists were followed almost im-
mediately by units of the U.S. military who moved them
away fiom the craft, took their names as well as the names
of the schools that the students were attending, and told them
not to talk about what they had seen-that they would never
receive government funding if ihey did.

According to a close friend of Bamett who was on
assignment with the military in New Mexico in 1950, L. W.
(Vem) Maltais, Bameft told him that the archaeologists
were fiom "an eastem university" and had been digging in
the area when the disc went down. Maltais's wife, Jean
S wedmark Maltais, went one step further by stating that they
were from the University of Pennsylvania (Philadelphia). It
is not clear fiom the testimony whether Bamett bad actually
said that the archaeologists were from the University of
Pennsylvania or whetier thatwas Mrs. Maltais's inference,
but the assumption must be that Barnett had mentioned it.

Adding apparent credibilily to the archaeological as-
pect of Bamett's story was the recollection of a former
sheriff of Socorlo County who was also known to have been
an amateur archaeologist. Lee Garner had lived in
Magdalena at the time of the alleged crash. When Bill
Moore interviewed him in 1979, Garner related that he
especially remembered an archaeological teamon the Plains
that summer of 1947 because his collection had been recom-
mended as a resource as well as his reputation for locating
archaeological sites and artifacts of interest. Gamer further
added that he felt the archaeological team rtr'as headed by
people from Michigan but that some of the students may
have been from Pennsylvania.

Thonas J. Carey, a CUFOS fieA investigator and state
section director for MUFON, has s master's degree in
physical anthropology. The author wishes to express his
sincere appreciation to William Moore for sharing his
investigative notes andto Kevin Rqndle and Don Schmittfor
their encouragement and help in the ongoing search for the
Ro sw e ll arc hae o lo p is t s.
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