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UFO'S AND HYPNOSIS - The Midwest Hypnosis Convention, to be held April 15,16
and 17 at the Sheraton Hotel in Chicago will hear Dr. Robert Hall speak on
the use of hypnotic techniques in UFO research. Dr. Hall, a sociologist at
the University of Illinois Circle Campus, is associated with the Center for
UFO Studies and is IUR's sociology consultant. The convention will cover a
broad field of related topics, including a discussion on new explorations in
hypnotic techniques.

UFO'S IN THE NETHERLANDS - The Netherlands Investigation Bureau for UFO's
(Nederlands Onderzoek Bureau voor Ongeidentificeerde Vliegende Objekten)
report that as of the beginning of this year the three police organizations
in the Netherlands (Royal Military, Federal, and Community) have agreed to
work closely with NOBOVO in the reporting of UFO cases. This information
comes to us from Mr. Douwe Bosga, NOBOVO member, who has recently come to
the U.S. for a year or more to work with the Center for UFO Studies as a
volunteer. NOBOVO is now in its 12th year and has a small but dedicated
group of UFO investigators. They publish a bimonthly journal called "Tijd-
schrift voor Ufologie" (Journal for Ufology).

LECTURES AND CONFERENCES ON UFO'S

This section is available for announcements of serious discourses on matters
pertaining to the UFO phenomenon. Closing date: the 25th of each month.

APRIL 17 - 24: LAST CALL FOR ACAPULCO CONFERENCE - The First International
Congress on UFO's will convene on April 17 at the Acapulco Convention Center
and close on April 24. Senor Bravo, recently returned from a South American
tour publicizing the conference, has reported widespread interest to IUR in
Latin America in the conference, and the prospect of many attendees from those
countries. Write to OVNI's CIFOP, Rio Panuco 207, Mexico City, Mexico 5 D.F.

MARCH 22, 7:30 PM: MILWAUKEE LECTURE - Dr. J. Allen Hynek on "UFO Close
Encounters" at the Waukesha County Technical Institute, Pewaukee, Wisconsin
(a Milwaukee suburb). Open to the public at the Student Commons.

MARCH 24, 8:00 PM: WASHINGTON LECTURE - Dr. J. Allen Hynek will speak on
"UFO's as a Scientific Problem" in Richland, Washington at the Joint Center
for Graduate Study.

UFO ANALYSIS - The eleven remaining cases were all attributable to stars and
bright planets (predominantly Venus), one ad plane and one prank balloon.
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EDITORIAL

by Dr. J. Allen
Hynek

“The reliable (UFO) cases are unin-
teresting and the interesting cases
are unreliable. Unfortunately, there
are no cases that are both reliable
and interesting.”

So has written my astronomer col-
league, Dr. Carl Sagan, in his book,
“Other Worlds.” Much of course
depends on those two words “inter-
esting” and “reliable”, but persons
who have made a serious study of the
UFO problem will testify that there
are indeed some UFO reports that are
both interesting and reliable, even
when those two words are not used
lightly.

Support for this statement has
come rather unexpectedly from both
professional and amateur astron-
omers. Two independent surveys,
one of professional astronomers
made by Dr. Sturrock of Stanford
University (see feature article in this
issue), and of amateur astronomers
made by Mr. Gert Herb of the Center
for UFO Studies, have brought to
light some very interesting UFO
sightings made by members of these
groups. | must therefore differ with
my colleague Dr. Sagan: there are
indeed UFO reports which are both
interesting and reliable. By UFO re-
ports here we mean reports the con-
tents of which do not submit to
logical explanation. | must also
differ with the oft-made statement
that “astronomers never see UFOs".
Apparently, they do and have, and
they are just as puzzled as ordinary
mortals are.

Whoever sees such puzzling sights
should not have to wait for a formal
survey by questionnaire, but should
contribute his data for the benefit of
science. They present us with a
paradox and, as our masthead re-
peatedly proclaims, “There is no
hope of advance in science without a
paradox”. It is the things that “don’t
fit" that lead to breakthroughs.
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CORRESPONDENCE

(In the Dec. issue, under "UFQ’s of
Limited Merit”) . . . all four cases ap-
peared to me to warrant further inves-
tigation rather than just shrugging
them off as “possible helicopters,
advertising planes, etc.” By whose
determination were these conclu-
sions made? There is bound to be a
missing link once in a while, or two
stories that don’t quite match, but
that shouldn’t mean that a sighting
was definitely an IFO or a figment of
somebody's imagination, or possibly
a hoax. | feel that all of these types of
cases when studied singularly aren't
too impressive, or maybe even a little
questionable, but some day when all
added together will give us the answer
we are searching for.

BILL VOGEL

1) Even those reports that appear in
the “Identified” section received more
backup investigation than some are
willing to apply to “unidentifieds”.
The “UFQ’s of Limited Merit” receive
even more. They are “limited” with
good reason; either they are distant
NL’s, or had single witnesses, or
suffered from inconsistent testimony
when testimony is what we depend
upon. They simply don't warrant the
intensity of follow-up we perform on
the “UFQO'’s of High Merit".

2) The identifieds are determined by
the Managing Editor with the assis-
tance of technical consultants in
specialized fields.

3) We don't apply the label “IFO” cap-
riciously. It's applied when the
description provided is clearly ascrib-
able in appearance and behavior to a
known phenomenon, not because
two stories don't match. Possible
explanations are provided for the
“limited” UFQ’s because they are
suggested. Still, we treat these cases
as unidentifieds, even if they aren't
particularly compelling.

4) The more “defiantly” unidentifiable
a sighting is, the more compelling it
is. It is our opinion that a large col-
lection of individually-inadequate
sightings only obscures the existence
of the inadequacies, resulting in a
less-than-meaningful overview of the
phenomenon. —Ed.

IN CURRENT JOURNALS

BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE—
reviewed by Jenny Randles, BUFORA
JOURNAL, Jan./Feb. 1977.

A review of the papers presented at
the Nov. 5-7 conference held in Eng-
land, as mentioned in the Nov. 6, 1976
issue of IUR. An interesting overview
of the avenues of pursuit being
adopted in Britain, as well.

BOOK REVIEW

THENATUREOF LIGHT AND COLOR
IN THE OPEN AIR, M. Minnaert,
Dover Publications, Inc., 1954. 362
pages.

An older book, but still the classic
popular treatise on the distortions,
illusions and apparitions that can be
created when light, atmosphere, and
water surfaces “get together'. Ad-
dressing itself to the lay reader, the
work comprises a veritable encyclo-
pedia of visual phenomena and char-
acteristics that are essential reading
for those who must consider the
natural possibilities for UFO sight-
ings, particularly NL's and DD’s.

Over 100 phenomena of light and
color are accounted for here, ranging
from the commonplace (rainbows,
sundogs, and the like) to the more
troublesome, such as scintillating
stars, distorted setting moons, and
so on. Characteristics of vision are
outlined as well; color of light as a
function of brightness, etc.

The importance of familiarity with
works such as this cannot be stressed
enough; il one professes to be inter-
ested in aerial phenomena which truly
cannot be explained by ordinary
means, then it is vital that he be fully
aware of the alternatives—only then
do the “unidentifieds” become
credible.

FOREIGN FORUM

This is a representative sampling of
UFO sightings from around the
world. While we can not exert the
same degree of control over these
cases we can on domestic ones, it is
of value to see that the same char-
acteristics are reported for this
phenomenon abroad as in the U.S.

ARGENTINA: Lanueva Provincia,
Sept. 21, 1976. A National Organiza-
tion of Space Phenomena scientific
team is studying the traces found in a
field some 6 km. west of Pringles,
Argentina. The traces, discovered by
the property owner from 200 meters
distance, are similar to plow furrows,
and look like a perfectly-defined
geometric pattern as if pressed by a
mold 10 cm. deep. Three of the marks
form a “V”, the fourth consists of 2
parallel, but shorter, fissures. No
bovine stock were present in the area;
the form discourages a natural
solution, as does the hardness of the
soil. UFO's were reported in the
Pringles skies the night before.

SOURCE: Buenos Aires Cronica, Nov. 2, 1976,

AUSTRALIA: Perth, Dec. 16, 1976.
Three UFQ’s were seen on this date,
two by the same witness. Michael
Winterborne, the Meteorological Of-
ficer for the Kalgoorlie Airport had
justcompleted the12: 15 PM readings
when he saw a white, Australian
football-shaped object, glowing and
pulsating with fuzzy edges rush from
horizon to horizon at great speed.
Originating in the NE, it appeared to
be stationary for 5 seconds and
departed in the NW. At 2: 45, he saw it
again, arching overhead towards the
west at great speed. Both incidents
were timed by stopwatch at 12
seconds. A report was made to Mr.
Winterbourne by a Dave Bower of an
object seen at a Scotia nickel mine. It
drifted slowly westward at about 1000
feet, and was the size of a nickel held
at arm’s length.

SOURCE: Perth Sunday Times, Dec. 19, 1976.

ICELAND: in flight, Dec. 18, 1976.
The airplane “Glofaxi” of the Flug-
felags Islands company was in flight
from Akureyri to Reykjavic when they
got a clear radar image of a UFO at
18,000 feet over Maelifelli. The radar,
with a viewing distance of 100 miles,

tracked the UFO for one minute as it
rushed 2 miles below the plane at
3600 m.p.h. The UFO was never seen
visually, but the pilot, co-pilot and
stewardess all saw the radar image,
which the equipment dealer denies
being due to a malfunction of the
radar.

SOURCE: Morgunbladid, Dec. 23, 1976.

URUGUAY: Paso de los Toros,
reported on Oct. 19, 1976. The
deformation of a metal refrigerator,
the discharging of 3 car batteries, and
the bursting of a refreshment bottle
are all effects attributed to the
presence of a UFO seen in this town
200 miles north of Montevideo.
CITOVNI, a private local organization,
called this sighting one of the most
complex ever encountered. The ob-
ject appeared like a silver, luminous
mercury lamp. UFO’s had been
almost adaily occurrence in this town
for a period of 10 days.

SOURCE: La Razon, Buenos Aires, Oct. 19,
1976.

The Iceland case was submitted by Jon-
Ingar Haltuff, Oslo, Norway. All others were
submitted by Rod Dyke, UFO Newsclipping
Service, 4540 8th Ave. NE, Suite 404, Seattle,
Wash., 98105.






