
-
Beginning this issue. IUR will be mailed to you in this new fashion in 

order to provide you with a j1at, unfolded copy . You may remove the outer 
yellow sheets and tear of! the UFO NEWSFRONT along the perforation. 

FRONT * UFO NEW SFRONT * UF O NEWSFRONT 

UFO NEW SFRONT * UF O NEW SFR ONT • UFO 

'UFON EW 

NEW SF RON T ' 
* • * • • • • THE LATEST UFO NEVIS EVENTS, PREPARED FEBRUARY 28 , 1977 * * * * * * • 

UFO ' S AND HYPNOSIS - The Midwest Hypnosis Convention, to be held April 15,16 
and 17 at the Sheraton Hotel in Chicago will hear Dr . Robert Hall speak on 
the use of hypnotic techniques in UFO research . Dr . Hall , a sociologist at 
the University of Illinois Circle Campus, is associated with the Center for 
UFO Studies and is IUR ' s sociology consultant. The convention will cover a 
broad field of related topics, including a discussion on new explorations in 
hypnotic techniques. 

UFO'S IN THE NETHERLANDS - The Netherlands Investigation Bureau for UFO ' s 
(Nederlands Onderzoek Bureau voor ongeidentificeerde vliegende Objekten) 
report that as of the beginning of this year the three police organizations 
in the Netherlands (Royal Military, Federal, and Community) have agreed to 
work closely with NOBOVO in the reporting of UFO cases. This information 
comes to us from Mr . Douwe Bosga , NOBOVO member, who has recently come to 
the U.S . for a year or more to work with the Center for UFO Studies as a 
volunteer . NOBOVO is now in its 12th year and has a small but dedicated 
group of UFO investigators. They publish a bimonthly journal called "Tijd
schrift voor Ufologie" (Journal for Ufology) . 

LECTURES AND CONFERENCES ON UFO' S 

This section is available fo~ announcements of serious discourses on matters 
pertaining to the UFO phenomenon. Closing date: the 25th of each month. 

APRIL 17 - 24 : LAST CALL FOR ACAPULCO CONFERENCE - The First International 
Congress on UFO ' s will convene on April 17 at the Acapulco Convention Center 
and close on April 24. Senor Bravo , recently returned from a South American 
tour publicizing the conference , has reported widespread interest to IUR in 
Latin America in the conference , and the prospect of many attendees from those 
countries. Write to OVNI ' s CIFOP , Rio Panuco 207 , Mexico City, Mexico 5 D.F . 

MARCH 22 , 7:30 PM: MILWAUKEE LECTURE - Dr . J . Allen Hynek on "UFO Close 
Encounters" at the Waukesha County Technical Institute , Pewaukee , Wisconsin 
(a Mi lwaukee suburb) . Open to the public at the Student Commons . 

MARCH 24 , 8 : 00 PM : WASHINGTON LECTURE - Dr. J . Allen Hynek will speak on 
"UFO's as a Scientific Problem" in Richland , Washington at the Joint Center 
for Graduate Study . 

UFO ANALYSIS - The eleven rema~n~ng cases were all attributable to stars and 
bright planets (predominantly Venus) ~ one ad plane and one prank balloon. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
(In the Dec. issue, under "UFO's of 

Limited Merit") ... all four cases ap
peared to me to warrant further inves
tigation rather than just shrugging 
them off as "possible helicopters, 
advertising planes, etc." By whose 
determination were these conclu
sions made? There is bound to be a 
missing link once in a while, or two 
stories that don't quite match, but 
that shouldn't mean that a sighting 
was definitely an IFO or a figment of 
somebody's Imagination, or possibly 
a hoax. I feel that all of these types of 
cases when studied singularly aren't 
too impressive, or maybe even a litUe 
questionable, but some day when all 
added together will give us the answer 
we are searching for. 

BILL VOGEL 

1) Even those reports that appear in 
the "Identified"section received more 
backup investigation than some are 
willing to apply to "unidentifieds". 
The "UFO's of Limited Merit" receive 
even more. They are "limited" with 
good reason; either they are distant 
NL's, or had single witnesses, or 
suffered from inconsistent testimony 
when testimony is what we depend 
upon. They simply don't warrant the 
intensity of follow·up we perform on 
the "UFO's of High Merit". 

2) The identifieds are determined by 
the Managing Editor with the assis· 
tance of technical consultants in 
specialized fields. 
3) We don't apply the label "IFO" cap· 
riciously. It's applied when the 
description provided is clearlyascrib· 
able in appearance and behavior to a 
known phenomenon, not because 
two stories don't match. Possible 
explanations are provided for the 
"limited" UFO's because they are 
suggested. Still, we treat these cases 
as unidentifieds, even if they aren't 
particularly compelling. 
4) The more "defiantly" unidentifiable 
a sighting is, the more compelling it 
is. It is our opinion that a large col· 
leclion of Individually· inadequate 
sightings only obscures the existence 
of the inadequacies, resulting In a 
less.than.meaningful overview of the 
phenomenon. -Ed. 

IN CURRENT JOURNALS 
BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE-
reviewed by Jenny Randles, BUFORA 
JOURNAL, Jan./Feb. 1977. 
A review of the papers presented at 
the Nov. 5·7 conference held In Eng· 
land, as mentioned In the Nov. 6, 1976 
issue of IUR. An interesting overview 
of the avenues of pursuit being 
adopted In Britain, as well. 

BOOK REVIEW 
THENATUREOF LIGHT AND COLOR 
IN THE OPEN AIR, M. Minnaert, 
Dover Publications, Inc., 1954. 362 
pages. 

An older book, but stilt the classic 
popular treatise on the distortions, 
illusions and apparitions that can be 
created when light, atmosphere, and 
water surfaces "get together". Ad· 
dressing itself to the lay reader, the 
work comprises a veritable encyclo· 
pedia of visual phenomena and char· 
acteristics that are essential reading 
for those who must consider the 
natural possibilities for UFO sight
ings, particularly NL's and DO's. 

Over 100 phenomena of light and 
color are accounted for here, ranging 
from the commonplace (rainbows, 
sundogs, and the like) to the more 
troublesome, such as scintillating 
stars, distorted setting moons, and 
so on. Characteristics of vision are 
outlined as well; color of light as a 
function of brightness, etc. 

The importance of familiarity with 
works such as this cannot be stressed 
enough; if one professes to be inter
ested in aerial phenomena which truly 
cannot be explained by ordinary 
means, then It is vital that he be fully 
aware of the alternatives-only then 
do the "u nldentlfleds" become 
credible. 

FOREIGN FORUM 

This is a representative sampling of 
UFO sightings (rom around the 
world. While we can not exert the 
same degree of control over these 
cases we can on domestic ones, it is 
of value to see that the same char
acteristics are reported for this 
phenomenon abroad as in the U.S. 

ARGENTINA: Lanueva Provincia, 
Sept. 21, 1976. A National Organiza
tion of Space Phenomena scientific 
team is studying the traces found in a 
field some 6 km. west of Pringles, 
Argentina. The traces, discovered by 
the property owner from 200 meters 
distance, are similar to plow furrows, 
and look like a perfectly-defined 
geometric pattern as if pressed by a 
mold 1 0 cm. deep. Three of the marks 
form a "V", the fourth consists of 2 
parallel, but shorter, fissures. No 
bovine stock were present In the area; 
the form discourages a natural 
solution, as does the hardness of the 
soil. UFO's were reported in the 
Pringles skies the night before. 
SOURCE: Buerlos Aires CroJ'llca. Nov. 2. 1976. 

AUSTRALIA: Perth, Dec. 16, 1976. 
Three UFO's were seen on this date, 
two by the same witness. Michael 
Winterborne, the Meteorological Of
ficer for the Kalgoorlie Airport had 
just completed the 12: 15 PM readings 
when he saw a white, Australian 
football-shaped object, glowing and 
pulsating with fuzzy edges rush from 
horizon to horizon at great speed. 
Originating in the NE, it appeared to 
be stationary for 5 seconds and 
departed In the NW. At 2: 45, he saw it 
again, arching overhead towards the 
west at great speed. Both incidents 
were timed by stopwatch at 12 
seconds. A report was made to Mr. 
Winterbourne by a Dave Bower of an 
object seen at a Scotia nickel mine. It 
drifted slowly westward at about 1000 
feet, and was the size of a nickel held 
at arm's length. 
SOURCE: Perth Sl,mday Times. Oec. 19. 1976. 

ICelAND: in flight, Dec. 18, 1976. 
The airplane "Glofaxi" of the Flug
felags Islands company was in flight 
from Akureyri to Reykjavic when they 
got a clear radar image of a UFO at 
18,000 feet over Maelifelli. The radar, 
with a viewing distance of 100 miles, 
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tracked the UFO for one minute as it 
rushed 2 miles below the plane at 
3600 m.p.h. The UFO was never seen 
visually, but the pilot , co-pilot and 
stewardess all saw the radar Image, 
which the equipment dealer denies 
being due to a malfunction of the 
radar. 
SOURCE: Morgl,mbladld. Oec. 23. 1976. 

URUGUAY: Paso de los Taros, 
reported on Oct. 19, 1976. The 
deformation of a metal refrigerator, 
the discharging of 3 car batteries , and 
the bursting of a refreshment bottle 
are all effects attributed to the 
presence of a UFO seen In this town 
200 miles north of Montevideo. 
CITOVNI, a private local organization, 
called this Sighting one of the most 
complex ever encountered. The otr 
ject appeared like a silver, luminous 
mercury lamp. UFO's had been 
almost a daily occurrence in this town 
for a period of 10 days. 
SOURCE: La RazoJ'l. Buerlos Aires, Oct. 19. 
1976. 

The Icelsnd C6S6 W6$ submilled by JOrl
Ing6r H6ltufl. Oslo. Norw6Y. All others wer6 
submitted by Rod Dyke. UFO Newscllpplng 
Service. 4540 81h Ave. NE, Sul/6 404. S"lIIe, 
Wash .• 98105. 



ASTRONOMERS AND UFO'S: 

ASURVEV 

PART 1-ATTITUDES ---- ---

This month 's feature summarizes a 
survey conducted by Dr. Peter Stur
rock of the Institute for Plasma Re
search at Stanford University and 
chairman of the American Institute of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics Study 
Group on Anomalous Aerial Phe
nomena. Noting the serious dis
crepancies in the Condon Report and 
the occurence of new, less formal 
studies of the UFO phenomenon, Dr, 
Sturrock points out that there is stili 
no concensus on this subject with in 
the scientific community. which has 
been discouraged by the anecdotal 
nature of the data. It is necessary 
that scientists exchange relevant , 
scientific data if they are to con
,rlbute to the resolution of the UFO 
problem. Earlier inquiries by Dr. 
Sturrock have shown that they will do 
so, if granted confidentiality. 

In May of 1975, the 2,61 1 members 
of the American Astronomical So
ciety (professional ast ronomers, 
physicists , and mathemati cians) 
were provided with a questionnaire. 
Of these , 1,356 or 52% returned the 
questionnaire , without further 
prompting. On ly 2.5% of the respon
dents desired anonymity. They were 
asked twelve questions about them
selves and their attitudes and expe
riences relat ive to UFOs. The com
ponents of the questionnaire were: 
PRIMARY VARIABLES: age, whether 
or not an observational astronomer, 
highest degree, fie ld of degree, 
sources of their Informat ion about 
UFOs, discussion with UFO wit
nesses, witnessing of their own UFO 

event. 
SECONDARY VARIABLES: op inion 
of the UFO problem , opin ion In rele
vant fields , personal estimate of UFO 
causes , desire for more informat ion , 
desire to contribute to UFO research . 

WHAT DID THE SCIENTISTS SAY? 
Here are some of the quest ions 

posed and an analysis of the res
ponses: 1) What is your estimate of 
the total number of hours you have 
spent reading or otherwise informing 
yourself about the UFO problem (less 
than 2, 2-7, 8-50, 51-365, more than 
365)? 

Comparing their reading lime with 
age, there Is a slight increase in 
amount of reading with advanCing 
age, which is logical. Around 80% of 
the respondents fell into the "2-7" 
and "8-50" hours groups, the latter 
predominating regardless of age or 
the desire lor anonymity. 

2) Please Indicate your sources of 
information (In order): newspapers 
and popular magazines, popular 
books, books and articles by 
established scientists, study of case 
material, first hand investigation, 
other. 
3) Do you think that the UFO problem 
(check one): certainly deserves/ 
probably deserves/possibly de
serves/probably does not deserve/ 
certainly does not deserve scientific 
study. 

For question 3, 23% replied "cer
tainly", 30% "probably", 27% " pos
sibly" , 17% "probably not" , and 3% 
"certainly not "; this represents a 
53% positive attitude towards the 
subject , and a 20% negative attitude. 
The respondents that requested 
anonymity were markedly more 
negative than the rest. A positive 
stand toward UFOs diminishes with 
increasing age: the 21-30 year old 
scientists favor scientific study, the 
over-60's don't. One of the strongest 
correlations is between attitude and 
time spent reading about the sub
ject : the more the respondents have 
read about UFOs, the st ronger they 
feel about the desirabil ity of scien
tific study of the phenomenon. Is the 
amount of study responsible for thei r 
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atti tude-or- is their att itude re
sponsible for the amount of study? 
The older scientists have read as 
much as the younger ones, yet are 
more pessimistic about scientific 
study. The source of Information 
(question 2) employed has a bearing 
on the respondents opinion , too. 
They were (positively) influenced the 
strongest by popu lar books and sci
ent ific sources, less by case studies, 
and fi rst-hand investigation, and 
negligibly by newspapers and 
magazines. 

4) If the UFO problem is subjected 
to scientific study, which of the fol
lowing fields do you expect to be 
relevant: aeronautical engineering, 
astronomy, meteorology, physics, 
psychology, sociology? 

In order were : meteorology-82 %, 
psychology-76%, astronomy-69%, 
physics-68% , aeronautical engineer
Ing-40%, sociology-34%, and other-
8%. 

5) Have you ever discussed a UFO 
report with a credible witness? If yes, 
were you able to explain the report to 
your satisfaction? To the witness' 
satisfaction? 
6) Have you yourself ever witnessed 
or obtained an instrumental record of 
any event which you could not Iden
tify and which may be related to the 
UFO phenomenon? Did you report 
the event? 

70 respondents answered "yes" to 
#6; 8 of them decided that they could 
ident ify thei r sightings so they are 
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