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THE GAQO REPORT:

RESULTS OF A SEARCH FOR RECORDS
CONCERNING THE 1947 CRASH NEAR
ROSWELL, NEwW MEX1ICO

This is the final report on the investigation by the United
States General Accounting Office on official records relat-
ing to the Roswell crash. It was released on July 28, 1995,

in response to a request by U.S. Congressman Steven Schiff

{D-N.Mex.). The press release issued by Schiff on the same
day is reprinted first, followed by the GAQ report (the
appendices which consist primarily of negative responses
[from government agencies to the GAO's inguiries have been
omitted).

SCHIFF RECEIVES, RELEASES ROSWELL REPORT

Washington: Congressman Steve Schiff today released the
General Accounting Office (GAQO) report detailing results
of a records audit related to events surrounding a crash in
1947, near Roswell, New Mexico, and the military response.

The 20-page report is the result of constituent informa-
tion requests to Congressman Schiff and the difficulty he
had getting answers from the Department of Defense in the
now 48-year-old controversy.

Schiff said important documents, which may have shed
more light on what happened at Roswell, are missing. “The
GAO report states that the outgoing messages from Roswell
Army Air Field (RAAF) for this period of time were de-
stroyed without proper authority.”™ Schiff pointed out that
these messages would have shown how military officials in
Roswell were explaining to their superiors exactly what
happened.

“It is my understanding that these outgoing messages
were permanent records, which should never have been
destroyed. The GAO could not identify who destroyed the
messages, or why.” But Schiff pointed out that the GAO
estimates that the messages were destroyed over 40 years
ago, making further inquiry about their destruction imprac-
tical.

Documents revealed by the report include an FBI teletype
and areference in a newsletter-style internal forum at RAAF
that refer to a “radar tracking device”—a reference to a
weather balloon. Even though the weather balloon story has
since been discredited by the U.S. Air Force, Schiff sug-
gested that the authors of those communications may have
been repeating what they were told, rather than consciously
adding to what some believe is a “cover up.”

“At least this effort caused the Air Force to acknowl-
edge that the crashed vehicle was no weather balloon,”
Schiff said. “That explanation never fit the fact of high
military security used at the time.” The Air Force in Septem-
ber 1994 claimed that the crashed vehicle was a then-
classified device to detectevidence of possible Soviet nuclear
testing.

Schiff also praised the efforts of the GAO, describing
their work as “professional, conscientious and thorough.”

A two-page letter discussing arelated investigation into
“Majestic 127 was also delivered.

A copy of the report may be obtained by calling (202)
512-6000 andreferencing Document number GAO/NSIAD-
95-187.

THE GAO REPORT
July 28, 1995

The Honorable Steven H. Schiff
House of Representatives

Dear Mr. Schift:

On July 8. 1947, the Roswell Army Air Field (RAAF)
public information office in Roswell. New Mexico, reported
the crash and recovery of a “flying disc.” Army Air Forces
personnel from the RAAF"s 509th Bomb Group were cred-
ited with the recovery. The following day, the press reported
that the Commanding General of the U.S. Eighth Air Force.
Fort Worth. Texas, announced that RAAF personnel had
recovered a crashed radar-tracking (weather) balloon, not a
“flying disc.”

After nearly 50 years, speculation continues on what
crashed at Roswell. Some observers believe that the object
was of extraterrestrial origin. In the July 1994 Report of Air
Force Research Regarding the Roswell Incident, the Air
Force did not dispute that something happened near Ro-
swell, but reported that the most likely source of the wreck-
age was from a balloon-launched classified government
project designed to determine the state of Soviet nuclear
weapons research. The debate on what crashed at Roswell
continues.

Concerned that the Department of Defense (DOD) may
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