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THp GAO REPoRT:
Rnsurrs oF A sEARCH FoR RECoRDS
coNCERNTNG rrm 1947 cRASH NEAR

Roswnlr. Npw Mpxrco

7-his it t l te l inrl r(p()rt on thL' i,t '(\ l i ! t ion b| the United
Sates Ouu,rul Atcounting Ollict ott olliciol rccorcl.s relut-
iny lo l l te Ro,;tcll tra.sh. I l tas releus<tl tnt.lt l t 28, 1995.
in rctpott.tc to u rctlue.st br U.S. Ctrt.gres.snuu .ltcr<tt Srltifi
(D-N.h'l(\.). l  hc press rclcast i.s.rt,rl l tt St lt i l l  on tlte xtnL,
dtrr ir rcprintul lirst, litlkttel h\ tlrc GAO tepofi (thc

upptttt l i tcs rtlt i t l t crtttsist prinruri[.\ '  ol n(gdtivc rcsln)nsas

li)nt,!(^'antnc t t,qenL ie.s nt t lte Ot\( ) ': i ttquiries huve bcctt

Sctttt, t, ttt.;( plvgs, RIILIIASES Ros|Itt-l nuponr

Wlshington: Con-urcssnln Stevc Schil l lod y r-eleased thc
Gcncral Accounting Olfice (GAO) rcpot.l dctri l ing iesults
of l lecords Udil rclated to etenls su!.lounding a crash in
l9-17. ncar Roswell. Ncrv Mexico. itntl t lrc rnil i tary response.

Thc f{lplgc report is the rc\Lrlt ol corstituent inlinrrr-
l ion rerpcsts to (i)ngrcssman Schil l ancl thc difTiculty he
had gctl in-q i inswefs holn thc Dep llnrcnt of Dclensc in the
now.ll l-ye l old conh-oversy.

Schil l saicl inrportant docunrenls. wlrich may hlVe shed
r)ore l igl 'rt on what happerred t Rosrvcll. arc nissing. "' l 'he

GAO report stitcs that thc oulgoins nrcss|ges tlonr Roswell
Alnry Ail t; icld (RAAF) tir this pctiotl oi t inre ucrc dc-
str'ovcd withoLrt proper authorily." Schilf pointed out th l
thcsc mcssages rvould havc shown how nril i tary otTicials in
Roswcll wclc cxplirining to thcir \upcfiors exactly rvhat
n!tPPCOC0.

"11 is nry undcrstanding t l lat thcsc oulsoing messages

wclc pcrnti lnent records. u'hich shotr ld never have bccn

deslroyccl. ' Ihc GAO could not idcnti l ,v who desloyed the
nles\ir l lcs. (n $'hy.- But Schiff  pointcd ()ul thi l t  lhe GAO

e\l irnltcs thlt  thc nressagcs rvcrc dcsl loyed over 10 ycars

ago. rrrakinc f ir  her incluiry about lhcir ( lestruct ion impftrc-

t  ica l .

I)ocLl lrcnts lcvcalcd by the rep(n1 includc ln FBI tclclypc

i lnd i l  Ielcrcncc iD a ncwslct lcr-stylc inlelnal f i r lum at RAAF
lhirt  f ! ' lcr t() i l  ' r  dar lr lcking ( icvicc rL r-cfcrcnce k) u

rveathcI brr l loon. Even though thc wc|lher bal loon stoly has

since bccn discrcditecl by the U.S. Air Force. Schit i  sug-
gestcd lh l  thc uth(ns olthosc con)n'runical ions may havc

bccn lcpcating what they wcfc tol(1. r l thcf than consciouslv

rRl( l in- . -  t , r  \ rh:r t  r , rnre hcl ierr  is , r  "errrr ' r 'LtJr ."

' 'At lcast this el ' l 'o c Llscd thc Air F(nce to i lcknowl-
cdgc that the crashed vchiclc wils no weather brl l(x)n."
Schitl said. 'Thal cxplanalion never fit thc l i ict ol high
nril i tary security used rt thc l iurc. "l 'he Air For!.^e in Scptcnl-
hcr I99-l claimcd thlt l lrc claslrcd rchiclc rras a lhcn-
classified rlevicc to ciclccl c\ i( lcnce ofpossiblc Sovict nuclcal
lcs( ing.

Schiff also plaisetl the cll i  s of the GAO. clcscritring
theil wolk ls "prolessionril. conscientious ancl thoroLrgh."

A two-pagc lcltcr discussing a rellrted invcstigrl iou i ltto
' 'Majesl ic 12" wrs also c lc l i rc lcd.

A copy ofthe report In y bc obtainccl by call iDg (202)

5 | 2-6(X)0 and reterencir)s Docunrcnt nurnber GAO/NS lAl)-
95- t [37.

Tun GAO Reporrl

. lu ly 28. 1995

' fhe Honolablc Stcvcn H. Schil l '
Hor,rsc of Representalivcs

Dcal Mr. Schil-l-:
On July 8- l9-17. the l ioswell Arnry Ail Fickl (RAAF)

public inli)rmaliorl office in Roswell- Neu'Mcxico. r 'cpor.tcd
thc cri lsh.rnd recovely ol a 'f lying clisc-" Army Ail Forccs
pefsonnel lrom the RAAF s 509th Bomb Group were cled-
ilc(lwith the recovery. Thc l ir l lowing clay, the press repl)rled
tlrat the Cornma dirrg Gencf l ol thc U.S. Eighth Aif Forcc.
Fort Wofth. Tcxas. announccrl that RAAF persotrnel hacl
tccovered a crashed ladar-tl lcking (weather) btl loon. nol a
" l ly ing disc."

Aticr ncarly 50 ycars. spculation continues on \\ 'hat
crashed at Rosrvcll. Sonrc obscrlers believe th;rt thc obicct
was ofcxtratcrfestfial oligin. In lhe July 1991 l?eytrt ol Air
l.orcc llesaarclt Regtrditt,q tfu Rosrrell ltttitlttt, thc Air'
Fo|cc clid not dispulc thll l  sorDething happenecl nea| Ro-
swcll. but repo e.l thrl the ntost l ikely source ofthc w|cck
itgc was tiorr a Lrail(xnl-launchcd classificd Sovclnnrcnt
project designed to dclcrnriDc lhe state of Soviet nuclcar
weapons reserrch. Thc dcba(e on what crashed at Roswcll
c()n1inues.

Conccrned that the Dcpa nrcntof Dcltnsc ( DOD ) l l ] l ly
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nol have provided you with all rvri lable inlin lniit ion on 1hc
crash, you asked us to dete|nrinc the rcclLrifenrents for'
reporting air accidents similaf to the cfirsh ncrl l loswell lncl
iclentify any government records conccrning thc l loswcll
crash.

We condLrctcd an extensive \earch fi)f 
-qovcfnrtrcnl

records relatecl to the crrsh ncar Roswell. We exanlir)cd ir
wide rarge ofclassil iecl ancl unchssil icd docLrr)cnts drl ir lg
llom J uly 1 947 th rough the 1 9.50s. Thcsc r.cccucls ciLnre fi lnt
nurrerous organizirt ions in New Mcxico i lDd clscwlrefc
thloughoul DOD as well its the l jederal BurerLl ol luvcstigl-
t ion (FBI), the Clentml lntcll igence Agency (CIA). rnd thc
National Security Council. Thc l irJl scopc nDd rrrcll 'rodology
ol our u,ork are detajled at the end ol this rcport.

Rrsurrs IN BRIEF

In 19.17. Anry Iegulations required thllt air |ccidcDt reporls
be nraintaired pernranently. Wc idenli l ied fbur air lrccidcnls
reportcd by the Anny Air. Forces in New Mcxico tlut ing July
l9;17. All ol the accidcnts involved nril i tary aircnli and
occun.cd after July 8, 1947 the datc thc RAAF public
information office first reportcd thc cr-itsll and recovcry ol a
"flying disc'nelr Roswell. The Navy lcpoltcd no air acci-
dents in New Mexico duling July 1947. Air Folce oll icirls
l , ' ld u\  l l r r l  : rctordin-g t , r  lcr  o l rJ-kc.  p i t t : :  rcquirc l rcr l \  i t l
el ' l 'ect durirrg July I g-17. l lrcrc wir\ l,) rcquircrn(nt t{) prcpitrc
a reput on the crash ol a $'calhcr balloon.

ln orn search tor lecolds conccrning lhc l loswell craslr.
rvc lcarncd that sonre governlnent recuds c(tvedng RAAF
activit ies had been destfoyed and othcls hacl not. For ex-
ample, RAAF adminislrative lecords (tlor]l Mar. 19.15
through Dec. 19.19) and RAAF outgoing [rcssagcs (l irrDr

Oct. 1946 through Dec. l9-19) wcre clestloyecl. The docu-
mcnl clisposition fbrnr does not indiciltc rvhat organization
or person dest()ycd the recolds and when of Lrndcr what
authority the recolds were destroyed.

Out selrch firr govcrnmcnt recofds colrcerning thc
Roswell crash yielded two fecords originrting in 1947-a
July 1947 histoly report by thc combinecl 509th Bonrb
GroLrp rncl RAAF antl an FB I teletype rressugc clatccl J uly i i .
1947. The 509th-RAAF report noted the rccovery ol ir
"t lying disc" thnt wtts l i tter deternrined by nril i ta|y oll icials
to be !r rrdirr tr cking bi,rl loon. Thc FBI ness ge sli l led tlrat
the militafy hacl rcpoltcd that an object resenrbling a high-
altitudc wcalhcr bll loon wi(h !l r i ldrr rellcctof hirLl bccn
recovcrcd ncar Roswell.

The other governnrent recorcls wc rcvicwccl. inclutl ing
those previously withhclcl lnrrn thc pllblic beciluse ol secu-
rity cllssif ication. and the Ail Forcc's iLnirlysis ol unidcrrti-
l ied flying objectr sightings lur l916to 1953 (P n ju t I l  ! u t
Book Spetiu I Reporl N.). /4). did not nrcr t ion thc c[ash or t l]c
recovery oi an ailbornc objcct neur l loswell in July 19.17.
Similally, cxeculive branch agencics lcsPonrcs 10 oLrr lL1-
tets ol inquiry Ploduccd Do other goven)oreIl l ccords on thc
Rosrvell crash.

Rnponrrr<; AtI{ ACcIDENTS

Accorcling lo prcss rlccolrnts ftom July 1947- Arnty Air
Fofccs persollnel l ioIn IIAAF were involvcd in the recovery
ol i in ir irbornc object err Roswcll. Thereibre, if an air '
ccidcnt rcpo wls pleparecl. it shoulcl have been prepued

in accoldance wilh Al nry rcguli lt ions. Accorcling k) an Army
rccords rranagernent olf icial, in 19,17 Army rcguldtions
fc(luifcd lh l oiI r iccidcDt rcpons be maintained pcrma
ncntly. An Air Folce ofl icial srici there was no sinilar
reclrri|crncnt to rcporl weather balloon crash.

According to art Ail Force otl lcial who has worked irr
thc rccerds nranagenreDt l icld since the nricl-19,10s. air
irccidcut fepuls l lrepared in July 1947 under Atrny legula
(ions should havc bcen transferred to Air Force custody in
Scplenrber 1947. whcn lhe Air Force was established as a
scpirralc scrvice.

Thc Ail Folcc Salety Agency is tcsponsible for nrain-
trining reporls of air lccidcnts. We exanrined its nriclol-i lm
records to tlctcnrine whether any ir i lccideDts had beeD
rcpo ed ir) Ne* Mexico duling July 1947. We identil led
li)ur air accidcnts during this time pcriod.l All of the acci-
dcnts involved nril i tary l ightcr or cargo aii crafi and occured
aticl July tl. 19,17 the date thc RAAF public infbrmation
oll ice l irst repo ed thc crrsh antl recovery of a "flying disc"
ncal Roswcll. According to the Arnry Air Forces' Relrorl r.t/
Mo.jor A< cilnt, thcsc lbur accidents occur-rld at or near the
towns ol-Hobbs. Albuquerque. Carrizozo. and Alarnogordo.
Ncw Mcxico. Only one of the fbur accidcnts resulted in a
Iutrl i ty. The pilot died when thc irircrafi crashed during an
a enrptcd takc ol-1.

SslncH FoR REcoRDs

ln se rching lbr government records on the Roswell crash.
we wcrc pirrl icul [y interested in idcnti lying and reviev"' ing
rccolcls ol nli l i tary units ussigncd 1o RAAF in 1947-tir
include the 509th Bomb Group. the lst Ait Tlansport Unit.
thc .l27th Army Ail Force Basc Unit, and the l395th Mili-
tary Police Conrprny (Aviation).

Documcnt disposition fbrnrs obtaincd from the Nr
tionrl Pcrsonncl l iecords Center in St. Louis. Missouri.
inclicatc thlt in 1 953. the Walkcr AiI Force Base (ti l  mcrly
IIAAF) r'ecolds oll ' iccr transierred to the Army s Kansas
City feco|ds clcpository the hisknies ol'unils stationed at
Wrilkc| AiI Forcc Blsc. These histofies included tl le 509th
Borrlb Group ancl RAAF lin Februlry I 947 through Octobcr
19.17; thc I st Air TI nsport Unit fbr July 1946 through June
19.17; Lrnd the 42Tth Alnry Ail Forcc Base Unit i irr Janualy
I9'1(r to Fcbluary 1947. We could Dot locatc any documen
(il l ion indicaling thll rccords ol the l395th Military Policc
Contpany (Aviation ) were ever-retired to the Nalional Person
ncl Recolcls Centcr ol its pretlecessor depositories.

Thc July 19,17 histor-y fir l thc 5091h Bomb Group and
I iAAITst | ted thatthc RAAFpubl ic in ibrnrat ion ol1lce'was
kcpt clLrite busy . . . answering inquirics on the ' i lying disc.'
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