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Allrt l 1.,u Jrl iuq

Lll i tor 's Note: l t t  t l rc ldtc lLl l  r t l  1997 r lrc

r t t t t l t , ' t ,  : lu l t  i r r  , r  . ,  r i ,  r  , t l  t , l ,  l ' luuu i t t t t r
viart.r  r t i t l t  l int ih nraubcrs t l  Al l i  et l  C. Loed
t! ing. Durin.q t l te.se totterstt iotts, t \ |ret l  . t
wn l)otrLld uttl ltis brotlrcr Frel crtrtyeted
tt t , r t t t  t i t t t i l i t t t t t t  ,h t , t i l . \ , ' l  Al ! r r , l  . \  , t r \ t \  i , t -

t iut I i th t lk l i t  st oft i t  ial  Unitcd St/rtcs Ait '

ForLc inrestigrl l i ) tr  i r t to unit lcnt i l icd lhing
ttltjcLts. Wrtrkittg rLi t P t ()jeaI Sign rcs(.tcttct /
Itistoriut Wctttlt Connors ut lhe Proi(d Si?
Rcsatrth Center, . f i t r thar Lttrrc.spott ertcc

hcitecn tlt uulhors uul thc Lottklin i4 lintilr
tran.spirct l .  1n Juna 1993. ( 'ortrutrs, aloug
teitlr uunaranun Joseplt C. Stotre. &,ntlur!((l

un ittitiul itterriet' ttit lt Dutokl Loadding ut ltis Colrtrulo
ranth. .fitllorretl br u ntrtra itt depth ideo int?rri(\t iu

Workins o.t t  te unt, Htl l  und Ctntnrtr.s htt te t  ornpi lel u
tnorc ()tnlrlete s(etturio ol Al.frcl C. Itttltling thun ltrci-
ou:;ly knotrn. Tlre atttlutr.s tl.*t .set urrtl rights to trtltt Alfi'ttl
Loetldit t ,q s pcrsottul glt .rs .sl ida trt l lett ion t lnt dctt i l t  his
uerttnuuti t  ul  inlcre.f l . \  o d vork ut Wt ight Fi( l l .  Ohio,

l tr ior tu otd t lur ing th( Pnic(t Sign t i  t( [ inc.
Th i  s t  r t ic l  e. l i tcLrse.s r nt t  l tc l i  rst U FO ture t l  1 917 tr n t  i  l

the etr l  ol  Projctt  Sign. ' lha onh .spct uldt i t)n th( uutl l )r . \
e gtLlqt '  i t t  is Loedding's 1to.;. ; ible reut t ion 1o th( (\ ' (nt\  t l tdl
initi.tt(d tlle ntutlerlt cru of ulitlog. Hrnycycr, tltit is lnvtl
u pon i  t t  -  Llc l t t l t  i t t te rv iets tutt l  ut rresltortLlentc : l i t  h vt r i  ott  t
Itrtkling linilt tnentbers tutd thcir nenoritr ol Al.lrul
Ir tetkl i t tg s persottul l teI ief i .

he rnorning ol . luly 4. 19.i7. at 3733 Shloyer
Roild in Diryt()n. Ohio. began vcry pcaccfullv.
An init ially hazy dawn vieldecl to a blue sky and
r sLrnn),. but Lrggv. day of8 I clcgfees. Wilh thc

atteletlects of the Second World War sti l l  telt. the nation
Belconecl the three-dr) holiday despitc thc hcirt. It telt
str{nge. howc\.cr. f i)r Altlecl Chlistixn Locddin! not k) be
al ryork on that Friday nrornint. Loedding uus a civil i ln

rcfonlutical engineer rvorking rt thc Alnry
Ail Folcc laborrtolies just down the rold at
Wrighl Ficld. He rvas also a workaholic rvho
livcd itncl blcathed ar,iation. Yet lbl all ol his
talents. relaxing rt homc was not one ol thenr.

Aliecl 's son Dorald remembers his fi.t
theralwlys doins sonrcthin-g $'hen at the bouse.
Perh ps that nrorning he was hard at $ork
clc'aning and tuning up his prizecl 19.16 Buick.
Or maybe he s'as dou,n in his bascment labo-
ratolv \\ 'orking on l host of expe nlcnls thilt
, r r ' t  t l t r ' r 'c l t .hal l  rn i r t lc  h i r r rorrc, ' l 'Arrrcr ica s
fi[st Arnrl '  Air Corps cngineers to stud1, rock-
el fy and jct  p lopuls ion. Al f red actual lv

prclctrcd to bc clcsigning and testing in his basement rather
lhiln bc nywhere else.

His horrespun lesearch had paid otT over' thc ycius.

-uiving 
him lhc cxpclicnce reeded lo start rhe l irsr Jel

PlopLrlsion Dir ision at Wlight Field Labolatolies and fl le a
host ol pit lcnls. By Iate | 9:18. one o1'these would incluclc a
clcsign l ir l r low-rspect-r' l tt io aircrirf i. another onc olAltied's
spcci iL l t ies.

Bccausc ol his cutting edgc innovntions, rve lvould
li l ic to know Alired s cx|ct thoughts at this tirnc. UndoLrbl
cclly. sonrelinrc cluliDg that Independcnce Dav holiday. hc
slollpc(l t) pily close rttentioD to the news. Since June 2.1
lhcfc hld beer !l srnall number of stories in the pless
concclning si ,uht ings ol  UFOs. or " l ly ing discs'  as thev
rvclc calletl then. On this Independence Day holiday disc
sightin-us clrlmirl icrl ly incfeased and dominiited the tionl

1'rlgcs ol ncwsprapc|s across tl le United States. Though West
Coilst pirpcrs were l ifst wilh thc details. bv Sunday of the
Itolit lay wcckcncl the Ncrr, /or* Tintes had a pt-ee-one
leiltLlrc on disc si-ghtings and would continLring running
siluccr stofies lbr the next thlce davs.

Locclclin-!: nrav l ltvc hcarcl the l irst accounts on Bob
Snrith's WNBC nrotning raclio ne*s shorv that Fridav at
9:00 a.n. By Suturday. he could har.e caughl thc firsr
Midwesl stolics in print. Houer,er. whcn he beean hearing
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the accounts ol thc sightin-!:s. i t  is unl ikely that he was

surpriseclor unprepared. Loeclcl ing. l ikc a number of people

in prcvious years. had observetl  similar phenomena. In

1932. Loedding and his wilc Mrrion saw something in the

sky which they could nevcr cxplain. A ncwspaper rccounl

clctai lcd thei l  incident as tbl lows:

ln October 1912. the couple si lw such rn objecl ol1e

cvcning whilc driving ncal Pl l insbor-o. N.J..  he re-

p(n1ed.

At l i lst thcy thought rn r ircial i  rvls clashing near by.

l-occl l l ing said. Then the crl l j  leveled ofT and t lashed

\\:ry i t t  hish spced. cnri t t inr a chrngins bluish-green

light. On leaching his hor)rc. hc inrrcdir lcly skctchcd

thc object lronl rnemoly. L ler. Loedding said l i rrrrer '

New York congfess|nan L.C. Clcnrcntc rcportcd he had

scen such in object i i l  iLbout lhe slnle l ime. Loedding

cstinrrted the object he ancl his wil !  h cl seen was 100

lccl in dinnleter and 500 to 6(Xl tcct high. He said thc

obicct 
-savc 

otTr wci ld l i -sht I ikc looking at a t ire-t ly"

and ppeared lo change shdpe.

Hc said hc had sccn nothi l lg ol r  sirni lar nature since.

\ l)e\t(rt  J( iundl., , \uSUst 9. 1957)

Bcctusc he did not reveal that story unti l  l9-57. i t  is

impossible to know his lhou-qhls duriDg that f i rst lash ofdisc

sightings tcn years earl ier. Yct. i t  would be interesting k')

rc d thc rrind of this bri l l iant cnglnccr
who hrd graduatcd f lonr thc Danrel
Crtggenhei t t t  S,hool  o l  Acr()nirul tcs in
1930. Loedding had becn pri\ ittcly dc-
signing low-aspcct-Iatio aircr lt ( l lying

wings) |nd lccturing abolrt this conccpt
using his glass s l ides ever s incc his 1932
UFO sighting. By l9,1ll. sorl 'rc ol thcsc
conccpts.  which he t lansl i i ted into smal l
rvorking models. looked rnore l ike flying
saucers th n tlying wings.

Locdding kncw avir t i (D. h v i lghcld
a kcy position with the Bellancr Aircfatt
Conrpirry befine coming to wolk fbl the
Wtight Field Labolatories in I938. How
evcr. as hc was perioclically botrowcd
1'r'orn his position in T-3 (Enginccring) by
T-2 (Technical Irrtell igence-redesignated
the Tcchnical Intell igence Division in Scp-

tc|rlbcr 1 947; to simpli ly ouI na|Tative, $'e reterto thc olf ice
as T 2 throughoutl. i t is l ir i l  to assune that he may have hild
sonre knowledge ofthe nr(n e spectacular-tlying-d isc stories
before he retunrctl to wotk on Monday. July 7. Hc ntay havc
been intrigued by the JLtly 6 Ndn foll i  / i irrcs exclttsive on
thc dcployment ol 'two rcactivated B-29 bonlbcf groups 1o
the West Coast and how their rppearance coincided in place

and time with many ol thc clisc sightrngs.
Up to this tinre. thc rnil i tary had only issued { tew

contrudictuy strtenrents on the sightings. On July 3. tbr
cxlrrplc- Maj. Paul G ynor stltcd that ir plcliminary invcs-
tigation ofthe flying discs had been
dlopped firr lack ol cvidence. On
that same day. /.Lrr.) I:vnin g Stutes
rr.rl leporter Dave Johnson got r
dii lerent slantl iom Lt. Gen, Nrthan
F. Twining, chief  o i  the Air  Mate-
r ic l  Command (AMC). Twining.
who commandetl thc T-2 group.
commented that ofl icials were in-
deed looking into the nriltter of
l lying discs- He statcd that cven
top-secret research conductcd a1 thc
rviation labor-rtories at Wtight Field
hrd not produced technology comparable to what hild beerl
observed. He added th t ir "reputable scientist ' '  hitcl secn one

ol thc l lying discs and that his rcport was
being analyzed. \ lddho EvninK St.ttcs-
arrrr. July 3. 1947.)

Locdding lvould havc known that
other units of the Arnry Air Corps were
intcrcstcd in the sightings. especixlly Ken-
Ic l l t  AnrLr ld :  i l icounl .  Fuurth Air  F, ' r ie
intc l l igcncc of f icers Capt.  Wi l l ianr Lee
Daviclson tnd lsl Ll. Flank Mefccr Brown
even iDterviewed A|nold tbl six ltours.
taking down a detailed sti ltcnrcnt at the

R)tt€ 
'Yeaa-Jrao,

A Loedding ".l lr ing rring" model. 1910.
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Hotel Owyhcc in Boise. The ot1icefs l ikccl him inrrrecli-
atcly. plobubly because of his aviation background. They
confidcd dctails of other disc clscs lo Arnold. who latcr
claimed thcy had told hin that nri l i tary intell igence had
been awlrc ol s ucer stories as crrly as April 19-17.

\Pettcllctott (Oreg.) 61iri1 Oregouiun, July 17. 19,i7.)
Loeclcling never rnet Davidson ol Brown. which is

ironic sincc hc ended up inherit ing and expanding the
nission ol thcil l i lst eftbrt to invcstigatc the sightings
seriously. In those lirst tew weeks ol JLrly. Davidson ancl
Brown t Hlmiltor Fielcl in Cali l ir lnil r lrew most of thc
dr ly.  int(r \ i ! ' \ ' ing In i rn)  

" l  
lhr '  r - 'a l ly  u l i r r tesser.  Both in

theil t$'enties. they flrst lecci\,cd oldcrs to investigate thc
discs tbllowing the July,1 sightings. That directivc canre
down t'ronr AAF Chief of Slal-l Gcrr. Carl Spaatz. who
wantcd Hamil ton Field 's A 2 Intc l l igcnce 1o 'opeo a f i le."
Although Splirtz specified that they should l i)rward their
l indin-!:s to T-2. Davidson ancl Brown hnd already bcen
given orders to kccp thcir reports classified. Much of their
paperuork uent nol to wright Field but dilectly k) the Air
Force Ofllcc ol lntell igence (AFOIN) at thc Pentagon.

The otTicers were proviclcd with rnrple assistancc to do
their in!estigirt ive wolk. This inclucled a sleno pool. two
aircrl l l  that collsisted of rn A-2.1 and a stripped-down bul
aging B-25. Unfortunately. bolh Dlvidson and Brown wele
trrgicully kil led afiel the B-25 crrshecl on thc wry back
fiorn intervicwing u'itnesses to the Milury lsl lnd incident
during thc crrly rnorning of Au-!lust I . Atierwards. Wright
Field rrovcd into a leading role in thc Ilying-disc investiga-
t ions and Locdding uould bc in thc center of  thc
iDvest igat ions.

When he rcturncd to wotk on July 7. Locclcling had ro
idea what wils to corne. [r n]ust l l lvc been shortly ir l icr
driving onk) Wri-!I l l t Field thlt morning rnd palkin-q in front
of Building I I A that he caught the l iIst hint of excitement.
Walking up to his oftlce in Roon 252 in the or,en:rowdcd
bui ld in!  l l )  l l t i rd hccn eon\cr lcd l ionr n r \ ' r i l l ro| l  nru: \e l | |  .
he heard lhc scuttlebutt. The Indepcnclcuce Day weekend
had indeed accounted lbr a sizerblc nunrbcr of f lying disc
sightings.

Tus rucnnnrnrr Jur.v 4 sl(;HTrNcs

ln retrospccl. thc wn e had begun r cry carly on the monring
of July J..just lbolrt thc time Loedding would hrr,e been
climbin-c into bcd afier spending r l l(c night t inker ing in his
basenrcnl hboftrto]'y. Around l:00 n.fi.. East Orange. N.J..
resident Mrs. Lconola WooclrufJ sli l ftcd ol'1 the long list ol '
sightings whcn she leported "balls ol l i lc silently dartin-g
thfough the air 1 high speed." (Internatiortt l News Service.
July 5. 19.17. ) At I I :(X) that mornins a carloatl of people
spotted four disc-shapcd objccts slre king past Mourt
Jeltenor. While driving to w()rk about that t ime. Harry
Hafe. prodtrction managcr of the Poltltnd Orcg,oniart, saw
a shiny object in thc sky just west of Belverton. (Portland

Ore gott iut t , . lLt ly 5.  I  947.)

At l :05 p.rr . .  Port lancl  pol ice of f icc l  Kenneth
McDowell, while lecding pigeons behincl Prccinct House
No. l. was surprised whcn the birds werc stirnlcd and tlew
away. He looked up k) scc l ive latge. oscil lating discs. tuo
travcling south and thrcc heading east. Thcy wcre uroving
lt high rate ofspeed and looked like nothing he hrd seen
belirrc. At rpproxitnately the same time, two cnrployees i lt
thc ncarby Oaks AmLlscmcDt Park saw the sirmc objects and
called the police. Two Portland police ofTicers neal Oaks
Park. WaJter Lissy and Robcrt Ell is ( both civil ian pilots and
WWII veterans), reportcd three discs within 30 seconds of
cach anothel. Each hcadcd east o\er the park irt a hi-nh
altitude. Lissy and Ell is hcard no engine noiscs. but they did
sce tlashes of l ight. Pirtrolnran Earl PalleIson. located at SE
l32ncl Avenue and Fostcf Road. reported ln "ovrl. whitish
aluminum colored obicct '  corning out ol  thc west and
hending toward the soulhwcsl. Patterson. a l ir lnrcI Arrny
Ail Corps veteran. stalcd that it resenblcd no plane hc hacl
evel see|l.

Clalk County SheritT Deputies John Sr.rl l ir an. Chrcnce
McKay. and Fred Klivcs rcpolted l0 to 30 objccts flying
over nearby Vancouver. Washinglon. sho ly ltcr l:00
p.m. Atierhcaling lepolts oftlying discs broadc stoverthe
police rudios. they wcnt oLrlsirle to have a look l i)[ them
sclves and soon saw lound objects fly over high and lirst in
ru straight l inc towatd the west rnd south. As thcy passed. a
low humning noise could bc heard. Krives told thc Interna
ti(nri| l  News Ser\ ice thilt "they !!,ere thelc i lnd no nrislake
bout that."

A group ol halbor patrolmen rcpofted to PorllaDd
police headqua cfs tlr{lr l]ey had seen three to six oscil lat-
ing. f lashing discs "shapccl l ike chrome hubcirps" traveling
l s1 rnd high toward thc south over thc Globe Mills. The

en were unccftain of the exact nunrbel of objccts bccause
thc flashes tiorn the objccts rvere so blight they could not
stand to look at thcn'r. ln Milwaukic. Oregon. threc discs
wele obseNcd tlying k)wilrd the northuest.

Numerous Portlancl cit izeDs also reported sighlings. At
2;(X) p.nr. ,  hetal l ic  d iscs gl int ing in the sunl ighl 'wcre
sccn across the Willanlctte River ncar the Rose Island
bticlge. Picnickels and a pilot saw "spinning cliscs." One
wrtrnan dcscribed viewing ar object at.+:30 p.m. l ike "a nerv
cline l l ipping arouncl. Two \a,hite or silver ob-iects l lcw
over Portland at rl:5ti p.nr. headin-t southeast: i l  t lr i[d plssed
ovel t l]e city at 5:30 p.nl.

Thcse were only thc l lrst tew reporls l lorn dozens of
rtates and Canadian plovinces that dry. Yet that Di€Lht the
second nrost sensational itccount of 1947 occtrl lecl. Unitcd
Airl incs Flight 105 took ol l l 'r 'om Boise at 8:04 p.nr. Whilc
nelu Emmett. ldrho. irboul 9:20. Captain E. J. Snrith and
Filst Otficer Ralph Stcvcns observed fivc discs "silhou-

utted against thc sunsct in a loose tbrmation." Whcn Surith
askcd stewardess Marty Morrrwtocome tothccockpit. \ lre
confirrned the observalion. Thcy all wrtched lir l scvera!
ntinulcs as the DC-3 covelec!45 air miles anclthc r.rnknown
olrjects moved in a nollhwcstcrly Lli lection ac[oss ld ho.

Wr\TrR l9() I l
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Both Na\'rl and A-2 Intell igence inter.viewed Crptain
Smith. The Davidson ancl Blown intelview occulre.l on
July I 2 ai 'ter theirtalk with Arnold. While at Arnold's house
they heard Smith was in Boise lol l layover and they all
weDt olrt lo the airpoft to talk to him.

Locddin-q ancl othels at Wlight Field who were fbllow
ing the FIight 105 incidcnt were implessed with a sighting
that seemed to confimr therc was somcthing stlange in the
sky ovel lclaho that night. It was l ' i lcd by thc mrnagcl of the
ldaho Unitcd Pr-css service and a l5-yezu veteran repoltef,
John C. Corlett. The [esulting ]rews story eventually made
it into the Air Force Project Blue Book fi les. While relaxing
at home in his garden in thc carly cvcnin-s, Corlett. his wife,
and their dinner 

-quest, 
tamed Bojse artist V. H. Selby,

obselvecl a white disc zoom silcntly across thc sky l 'rom thc
nortl lwesl aDd 1() thc southcast lt an apparent alt itucle of
I 0,000 teet. (Portlturcl Oregottitar, July 5. 19,17.)

GrnlrlN TECHNor,ocY?

However, thc sightin-qs on July 8 scnt Wright Field rnd the
Pentagor into a high-gear search 1br the mysterious discs.
It began between 9:30 or l0:00 a.rn. rt Muroc Ail Base (now
Edwards AFB) in California when First Lt. Joseph C.
McHcnry and thrce other witnesses watchecl two silver,
sphelical objects traveling about 300 miles pel hour in level
l ' l ight. At l0: l0 a.rn., Muroc test pilot Maj. J. C. Wise. while
preparing his XP-8.1 aircral't f irr takeoff, obselvcd onc
yellowish-white spherical object trave l ing at 200 225niles
pel hour at 10.000 fcct. lt hcadcd east with an oscil lating
motion. At l l :50 a.m.. at nearby Rogers Dry Lake, two
technicians rnd r test pilot obseNed a luminous object for'
about 90 seconds. Later in the aftern(Xrn.40 rniles south of
Muroc, a P -51 pilot at 20.000 feet spotted a wiogless,
tail less "flat object of I ight-ret' lecting nature.' He twice
attempted an irtercept but could not climb high enough.
Intell igcncc l i i ter took great note of the incident because
they had determined that no militaly or civil ian ailcraft
were in the area at  the t ime of  the s ight ing.  At 9:20 p.m..
sphcrical objccts were again seen in the rfea, this time rt
8,000 feet and noving against the w jnd at alound 300 miles
per hour. (Personal papers, Edwud J. Ruppelt. FiJe RlOrt
and Fi le R 105.)

The sightings over Muroc panicked the Pentagon and
led the ail Iorce to issue classil led olders requiring leports
of any "saucer-l ike" objects 1<l be given to T 2 Technical
Intell igence, which had been "unofTicially iDterested" i lr
the disc reports since July 3. Ordels were senl to all United
States Army air bases requiring that UFO sightings be
investigatcd, with rcpolts sent directly to Wright Field and
sLlmmllties to the Pentagon. Howeyer. resealch by coauthor
Wencly Connors shows that most of the early casework
actually went directly b the Pentagon and theletbre T-2 did
not get a complete set of f i les unti I late Septembel I 947.

Loedding and his coworkers at T 2 began to speculate
thal nyin-q sauccrs wcl-c Gcrman sccl-ct weapons of an

unknown ancl ladical ciesign that were being tesled by the
Soviets. Sti l l  working as rn aeronrutical cnginccl at T 3.
Loedding had specialized in l lying-wing aircraft even prior
to World War l l as well as those crptuled towards thc encl
of the war uncler Operation LLrsty. His expertise inspired a
crusade by T 2 to attempt l lt l  trace the disc sightings to
Soviet/German technology transltr in 1946. (Jan Aldrich.
"The Horten Brothers. Air Material Cornmand and UFOs:
Perspect ive Thinkirg."  at  , r r i r .  c i , . r i i . !  i , l / /  a.nc t / - . \  lk /
Horten l .htt1r.)

Especially suspecl werc thc waftimc dcsigns ol' i lying
wing rircrati by Reinrar ancl Waltel HortcD of G6ll ingeD.
Germany. T 2 requested that the U.S. AImy's Counter
Intell igence Corps Eulope help in the investigation. CIC
agents in Germilny scoured the lt l l ied occupalion zones for
clues to the existence of operational nrodels. but f irund
nolhin-q su-q-qesling lha1 the origin of the discs was fron tl 're
u'ork of the Hoften brothers.

Without doubt the government begirn to leel pressure
from the militaly and the public to solvc lhe saucer mystery
as early as July 8, 1947. On July 9, the tbllowirrg lelease
appeafed in the.tt. Louis Post-Dispatch ancl othcr newspa
pcl's:

WASHINGTON. July 9 (UP) Ol' l ic ir l Washinglorl $,rs
sLrre lodur- that it knew whal l l ' le l l l ing sauccrs wcfc
not bllt i t hadn't the faintesl ideas \rhallhey \\ 'ere. The
Anry Air Fo|ces slicl they had the natter unclcr rnvc\
tlgation. Preliminary snrdy discloscd thilt the flyin!l
Lltscs tfe noi:

L Secrel bacteriological wcapons dcsigncd by sorne
foreign power-.

2. New lype -Arl]ry rockels.
L Slncc ships.

lr is not entirely known how much reactivc concern the
whitc Housc pllced on the Pentagon and its intell igerce
blanches, but a clue can be found in the nremolies ol Gen.
Robelt B. Llindry, special rnil i tary advisor to President
Truman. In an oral histoly he prepared for the Truman
Presidential Library, he stated. "The President said he
hadn't given much serious thoLrght to all these fcpofls; bLrl
at the same time, he said. if there was any evidence of r
slrategic threat to the national secu ty. the collection anci
evaluation of UFO data by Central Intell igencc warranted
more intense study rnd altenlion at
the highest government level ."
(Oral history recorded February
28. 1914. available at .rrrr; l lc.
unc:. edu/Liu/p re s ide nt/T rutittLtl
Li h r urt/orul h i st o ria s/Land r.t
Robe rt.htnt[.)

In leaction. Almy Air Force
lntel l igence Requ i re ments
(AFOIR) Branch Chief  Br ig.  Cen.
Geofge F. Schulgcn callecl on the
FBI to help investigate the mys
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tef) .  Schulgen brought one ol  thc Mutoc pi lots to 1he
Pcnt|lgor to bc inte|r'ogatcd by I host ol genelrl oll ' icers.
scient is ls.  i rncl  pslchrr l r rg ists.  Despi te a tholough gr i l l ing.
the pik)t rcnlrined convinced thilt hc had sccn l l lying
disc."  In the midst  o l  a l l  th is.  a ncc( l  a|ose fbf  sor] ]c l ia ison
betueen uhnt Schulgcn ras learning ancL whot T-f  r t
Wricht Ficld needetlto knou. Loerlt l ing bccrnre that bridge
rnd was scnl by Col. Hou ard iVlcCoy. atl jLrtiurt gcnernl ofT-
l. to thc Pcnta-qon.

Schulgen irlso rlorkecl on this rvith Pcntlgon A 2
lntc l l igcnce Col lcct ions Branch l ixccut i le Ol l icer Col .

Robert Taylor. iucl his lssistanl.
I-t. Col. (lcorge D. Calrett. This
was the ol l icc that Loeclcling rvoulcL
c(x)[dinrtc rr it lr. but docunrents
slrow that l-occlding rlso utcl in
person rvilh Schulgcn. f lylor ancl
Calrett wcfc the nril i l l fy connec
t ion to the I"Bl .  and thcl 'ut i l ized
Special Agcnt S. W. Rcl nolcls l irr
thei l  I i ls t  LJI iO inqui l ics.

In l lc . luly. Gar|ett. Pc|haps
li ief Inectins u ith [-ocr.l.. l in-1]. de
cidcd to rr  l i le up an in i l ia l  rcport

nd scDd it  lo bol lr  thc Anry Air Forcc chiel ol st i t l l  rrd the

FBI.  His rncruo basical ly sclvcd ts u prcl iminary cst imate

ol the cur' fcnt l ly in-r:-disc sitLrat ion. ' l ' l ' rc inlcntion n)lv have

also been to bl ing the issuc to a lreacl Lrl  l i rrmall l .  cstabl ish-

ing a posi t ioD. Gi i l fc l l  ao( l  Locddir)g $an1cd lo know

whcther lhc Ll iscs lel)rcsenlcd I secfct Amcfici ln uri l i lar) j

;rrojec1. ol rvele ofSo! ict (Jl igin as I i rst hypothesizccl.  Other'

t l rcol ies. includin-s thc c\t f i i tcl . lcstr i i i l  h!pothesis (ETH).

hld let lo bc considelccl.

Crrrcl( s rcpoft did l i rrce the l)eDtit-qon 10 st i l r- t  cl inr i
ni l t in-!: l  possibi l i t ies. Thc chielol r-esciL|ch aod cLe!clopruent.

Gen. CLrr l is  E.  LeMa1. dispel lecl
the i ir:,1 lssurrption. Hc \trted thal
' ' the Arnry Air Force lr s no ploject
wi th thc chafaclc l is t ics s inr i lar  to
those u'hich hilr 'e been iLssocialecl
rr i th thc l l t ' ing discs.  Nererthe
lcss. sornclhinS tionr srrnrcrvhere
\ \ 'xs del in i tc ly l ly ing ovcI  U.S. air
space in July 19.17 ancl thc people
conccrnctl hild but onc r)lher pos
sibi l i ty  lo c l in inr te-a Sor, iet
col l l lcc[ lon.

WriSl l l  l : ield bcsln lo feceivc f i fslhirncl UFO lcpolts by

Weclnesday. Julr '9.  One ol  these crmc f lonr Ic laho uhen

hluho Etert i t tg Stultc.\ tnun repulcl I)a\e Johnson. l ikc his

l r icnd Kcnnclh Alnold.  caught a gl inrpse of  sonrcthing

slrungc. . lohnson wils plcfal ing 10 lan(l  i , t t  Corvan l ; ield neal

Boise in i rn AT 6 l ronr his Nat ional  Cualc l  uni t  $ 'hen hc

obserrecl l  stran-re-kxrking. bl lck. disc-shapecl cl l l t  at

l2: l7 p.nr. He attenrptcd to make scnsc ofthe rvci lcl  sight as

it  bccanrc si lhoueltcd aguinst thc cloLrcls. The disc ruade l

hr l i - ro l l  lnt l  cntefed i l  s t i r i r ' -step cl imb. At f i l \1 . lohnson

thoughl i l  rDighl bc a bal loon lnrrny of the ci i f l l  nrclcoro-

logicd bal lrxns uerc nrir t le f iorrr ncoprene. rt ich uould

lufn snroky glay or bluck in the sunl ight).  but no LriLl loon

launch r-ecort ls coulLl i lccoLrDt l in thc incidcnl.

A Sovrm coNNEc'rroN?

The si-qhting feport thrl scllt the ncxl shock wavc thlough
milit lry chanllels (aDd nrost afl ictccl Loecldins) canrc on
Jull '  l0 Irrrnr Neu fbundlantl. At 5:-30 p.l 'r.. t\\o Pitn-Arneri
can Ainll iys mcchlnics ncar- Harrnon Field oirscrved I
s i lver c i lcLr lar  d isc at  aboul  I0.0(X) lcet .  l t  passecl  in hol i -
zontal l- l ight ir lon-r l wiclcly- curvccl course. The clisc's size
apploximalccl the \\ ingsprn of a C-s-i tr ' lrnsport plane ancl
sccrnedlobccut l ing [ r lu ish-blacklr l i l lbout J5rr i lcsIong
as it l i tcrally partcd a path tlrfoush 1hc cloucls ovcr the
li lport. Thc tt-i l  passcd over thc buse towarcl thc north-
northea\t. ' l 'hc nrechlnics took t\r 'o Kodachronrc photo
rraphs ls the clisc piu tecl t lrc clouds.

PIuttrt.r ttkatt. lult l0. l9-17, oyt,r Htrtuott Lit lt l ,
Ncrvlitntl l tnul, hy Ptut Atncricttt ttttt l ttuti ' :.t.

The Harmon FielLl case receivcd the fi lst inlcnsive
invcst ig.r t ion bv Arrny Ai f  Force Inlc l l igencc. The casc
becrme espccir l l l ' re le\ ln l  1o intc l l i l lence of f ic ia ls at  T- l
and thc Pentagon becausc of the concern ol a Sovict
collnection lo the saLlcer otyste[y. I l Russia tvas conclLrcling
rcconrli l isslnce Il ights ovef thc Unitccl Sti ites. t l ie ruissions
would logic:tl ly pass ovcr'\ome arer ol Cuadr ol the tar
nonh. For lhi5 reason alonc. a sighting l l hours cirrl ier in
Ncwlbundlitncl. coupled * ith this onc rDd a rcporl oul ol
Alaska thc rcxt day. gcncfi ited Dot only excilcnleD{ but

\ \ ' r \  l1 R l9c
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exlrente concern 1br nationll seculit
Hl t rnron Field in lc l l igeDce ol l icers l i lecl  thei l  in i t ia l

investigative rep(nl on JLtly 16. but by the 2lst a morc
dctailcd rcport was l irrwarded to the Pentrgen. Schull lcn
ordercd intell igence ofl ' icers at Wrighl Ficld l() preparc
"irrolediately" a krp-level assessment lc t ' l t to be senl to
Hafnron. T-2 Chief McCoy dispntchccl a lcam by the 30rh
thirt n)ight have incluclctl Loedding. Mccoy's team was

itsked by Schulgcu lo repo di-
rcctly to the Pcntagon fbllowing
their inr.esti-gation. Intcrcstingly. alt
that  t ime Schulgen also asked
McCoy what T-2 lnd T 3 had pfe-
plred to c la lc o n the disc
phenomenon. McCoy's notes do not
tc l l  us i f  Analysis Div is ion Chief
Col. Will iarn R. Clingelman had
any lnswers or ifT-3. where Loed-
cling sti l l  spent nrost of his time. hacl
bc,{un any an.rlysis. But McCoy

had rlreldy started wolking on the Gernran/Soviet technol-
ogy anglc k) cxplain thc Ilying discs and in tuct had alrcady
interYiewed Hu-co Eckener-  the succcssor to Court
Zeppcl in 's dir ig ib le cmpirc.

Thc T-2 invcstigaticln of the Harmol' l Field case con-
cernecl many ofthe aeronautical enginccts in T-3. Pan ol'
the repoft  had the r ing o1'Loedding's cxpc iseandreadas
tbllows:

Thc bluish-black tfail scclns k) indicatc ordinury conr,
Lrustion l ion i l tufbo-jel engine. athodyd lhnrjcrl mo
lof. or some conrbiration ofthese types ol powerplants.
The absence ol noisc and appitr 'ent dissolvinc ol thc
clouds to form a clcitr pilth indiclltes a reltt i!el] i trge
rtr \ \  l lo\\ '  ol-t  r(ctxl l l l t l i r  cro\\ sc(l i rnt c(nt l : t in tS i l

considerable anrouDl of hcat. (Mich cl D. Swolds.
' 'Project Sign and thc Estimatc ofthc Sination. f i rrrh
conring in the Jr)/ l l l r l t l  ol  UIO Stutl ic.t .)

T-2 excluded a nte(eor or
fi[eball scenalio. despite the fact
that an tstrononrical evcnt be-
canrc thc official explnnation.
Behind the scenes, T-2 and
Wlshington sti l l  focuscd on a
Soviet conrection. WIi-qht Field
investigators spoke with the
commander of Har Inon Field as
wcll i ls othcrs to mtkc sr.r[c that
no Bri(ish or Canadian aircraft
hrd bccn in the areu at thc tinte.
Sincc i l  was known th t  no
A Ine I icrn aircraf t  were to
blarnc. it u,as privately con-
cluclecl  that  so me t  l t  ing of
' ' t ireign origin" macLe the curi,
ous spl i t  in the c louds over

Gt otl) lrltoto of the Pntjco Paper(lip teqtu lcering
Engkuttl trt rettlrn to th( Unitetl Stutes. Col, All:tcrt

B. Derurnrutd i.r setond littnt the rigltt.
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Ncwlbundland. By 1948, "lbreign ofi,qin" wouid bcconrc
thc catchworclto refer to extfalcfreslrial spacecl al( al Wright-
Pallerson Air Force Base. (Thc clcsignation of Wright Field
changed wheu the Arnry Air Corps oficially becarrre the
Unitcd Statcs AiI Force in Septenrber I9.17.)

Inexpl icably.  at ier  July l l .  1947. UFO sisht ings
dLopped off. A few repolts would fbllow to the end ol lhe
year. but u,hatcvcr caused the init ial f lying-clisc wiLvc look
pluce p n ' r iu i ly  between June 2.1 and July l l .  1947. The
consensus was that the widcly publicized Kenneth Arnold
sighting had generated a fornr ol ntass hysteria. Yet if so.
why clid the sightings enconlpass the entire globc in nratter
ol days with t(x) l i tt lc t ime tbr n]ost people to rcad news
ilccoLrots of the fifst Amcficaln saucels? Why wcfe lhere
some exccllcul si-uhtings befbre Atnold's' l Would Arnold s
story have been so publicized i l there had been no other
sightin-es innredirtely tbllowing his' l Why did the intensity
ofthe phenonrcnon cnd so suddenly afierJuly I l l  I l 'people
werc indced cdught up in a wofldwide craze genellrted by
media coverlgc. woulcl nol large nunbers of rcpol'ts sti l l
conc in on thc l lth. instead ofhundfcds the day betore aDd
only a handful unti l 19.18?

By September 1947 these wcrc the very questions
Loedding was asking. bLrt notjust to himself. We sti l ldo not
knorv how hc nli lntged it, but this month Locdding played
a key role in inspi l ing an olTic ia l  Air  Force invesl igat ion
that would be bascd at Wright Field. Ohio. In tact. he had
succeeded in translerl ing most of t lrc Pcntagon's flying-
disc repons to Daykrn. By Septcnrber'23. T 2 had der,clopcd
an even greatcr intcrcst in the discs. This rvas probably due
in pa b Loedding's insistence thilt important inti)rnlation
on aerodynar)ric and cngileering principles could bc oll-
trincd from investigating the reports

Since the Muloc si-shlings. T-2 ofTicers had becn ctlrrl
pil ing fi les ol ' their own. Most of the paperwork. however.
was generilted by Air Force or Naval lntcll igence officers
liom military bases nearest to a sighting or from the Head-
quarlers ofthe Fourth AirForce at Hamilton Field. Calitbrnia.

A1 liures. intell igence ofTicefs
around the country had wiurcd
sonre witncsscs not to tt lk about
their rcports. (See Edward J.
Ruppelt. I lc Report on Utti-
denr i . l icd Fl t iug Oh. jects,
Doublcday. 1956, p.  29,  t

Regaldless of Locdding's
role, by September the public
was demanding an answer.
Twining leplied to n vclbal re
qucst l irm Schulgen at AFOIR
for T-2's analysis offlying-disc
reports up k) that Point. Now
klown ls thc "Twining merno."
it had an interesting conclusion.
niln]ely. "The phenonrenon is

( < ontintled o pIg? 21)
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IxvnsrrcATrNG
THE GHOST ROCKETS

ny J,qN Ar.onrcr r

n thc spling of I96lJ. I)onald H. Mcnzel. director ol '
thc Harrird Obserratolv und I contnitlccl UFO
clcbunker. init ialcd colresltonclcnce on the I9.1(r re-
ports ol ghosl rockets-Ljl.O-likc phenontcna re-

ported in nofthenr Eulopc ancl elscwhcrc r veor prior to thc
darvnin-g ol thc Age ol FIying Satrccls. The corrcspondencc
involrcd [ . t .  C]ol .  Hector Quintrni l l l .  hcrcl  o l the U.S. Air '
Forcc's Ploiect B luc Brxrk: l)r. Ibbcrt Lorr'. coorclinatot ol '
the Ljnircrsitv ol Colol'! |do 

-so\ 
ern nrcnl -contfrcted UFO

project: Hcr'trc[t Strentz. rt thc tinlc Ph.D candidate whosc
disserli l t ion \\ 'as on press covcr-agc oI UFO rcpolts: i,tn(l Df.
Eclwald (.i. (\rndon. thc head ol lhc Color.ado project.

Menzcl  s opinion was that " t l rc J6 Swcdish l lap dic l  i i
lot  to concl i t ion the Air  Fo|ce lconccr l in-g UFOs.]  I  rcpcat.
the Air I ir lcc. not the general public! Oul intcrest \\ ' i ts
stimLrlrted. s Strentz indicit lcs. b) the prominencc 0l'
Peenenriindc lGernran rockct ccnlr'f that Iell uncler thc
So\ iel contfol ir l ier World War Il j . . . . I think that therc ntust
havc bccn sorne bricfin-g of lop gcncrals. by CIA ot othcr
cognizanl rLll lrorit). . . . Sonte ycir|s irgo I tf icd k) 

-get 
sLlch

inl i )nr l t ioD l ioru CIA but ln i lcc l .  ( l ,c t ter  l rom Menzel  lo
Lorv.  July 15. I968. in thc Condon pupcls t t  the Arncr ican
Phi losophic l l  Societv.)

Mcn/el lclr thlt his thesis \\ as \ in(l ici ' tred b) Strenlz s
discorcrl '  ol gho\t lockct (CR) urticlcs in the American
press. Tlrc Air l- in-cc. he thought. $ s colldil ioncd t{) be too
acccpt in-s ol  l ly in l l  saucers 'by ( iR lcports in the in le l l i -
gence chrnncls ancl in the prcss. Hc thought thefe rlr iShl be
even bc nn org nirrt ion that invcsli ltateci CRs and lir lcr'
conlinued to in\csti-gate UFOs. FIc l iLtef ntentiooed to
Condon thnt he would lsk lhc CIA lo conrntent on l l l is .
Menzel s gtrcsses nra\ haYc heen closc to the |l]ark. bul
probrbl)' not l irr the reasons or in 1hc plirces he thoush(.
Of l ic ia l  intc lcst  in GRs did not elc i  u i lh I9-16. nol  d id the
ll lteDonrcn()n ceilsc l it thrt l i l lc.

Blcxctt<luNn

During Wor' lcl  War I l .  thefe \,elc rcpofts ihi l l  thc Geftni lns
\\ 'ele tesl in! nc\\ '  rnd lctrs()ntc \ \ 'ei t l )()ns. sornetiDlc\ ()\ 'cr

nut Allriclt i t trtortl inLnor ol Pn|ut lt)J7. un intundtiotktl
reseanlt c.lf i trt to do(tonent t lt( (,u l histo^ rl thc Uf o

thc B;rlt ic. On .l une I..1. | 9-l-1. the cl.aslt ol- sucl'r a rr capon in
Blickebo. Srveden. nnclc such reports crediblc. l 'hc Su'edes.
though neulrals in thc con ll ict. allowccl the Un itccl Strles tcr
send r  p luc to hr l t l  way the clashcd weitpon l i ) r  lu l thel
cxrnr inat ion.  Thrrs thc Al l ics were lb lc to gnin lcchnical
dlt ir on the V 2 r'oc kcl. ( Prr,l iari i ir rt Dc sr. ri l tt irut of I lotkt't
Purt:; I:ounLl itt Srtulcn, l.i June 9-l-l /. \ccrei ficpoft K
61927- irt the Ail Forcc Hi\torical Rescllclr Agencv
(AFt lRA).  l \4aru c l l  AI :B.  )

Afiel the war. nr r\ couutries pushcrl lockctrl det c]-
opnrcnt. []olh lhc Wcsl ancllhc SoViets l ltcl 'npte(l to exploit
ard exprnci on Cenrrun i ichievernenls in tl ' t is i l feit by using
clptufed GermiLn cclu ipnrent.  laci l i t ies.  scicnt  is ts.  r lc lengi-
nee|s.  lutel l i -ucnce agcncics t r ied to piercc thc higl l  \ccuf i tv
sur-r'ounclin-g thesc cll i)11s nd dctcct an! net| dcvc lopnrents
b) r] counlr\ ' . The U.S. Naly's Technical Ail Inrc'l l i-eence
Center startcd publishing I selies ol intcll igencc arrrly ses ol
Iureign air t i) lces. rlnging tfont t l]c large powcls do\\u to
thc small Cenlftrl Anrerican ail tbrces.

GR reports strulcd in aboLrt Februarv l9J(r. WhcD the
li|st reports l1' lpcarccl iD l l lc press i lt Mly. lhc Arucriciul
l l t i ichds look noticc. (Fc$ ouicial clocurncnls i. l1tnt the
cilrly paft ofthis ralc hlve surfirced.)

The press lcportc(l lh l on May 2+ t bot[ ]:(X) a-nt. a
rocketlike objecl rlas seen oler Landskrona. S\\eden. A
'' l1rcket' travcJing in ir southwesterly cii lection ut an esti
|rrted alti lu.lc ol l.000 leet was onc ol lhc l i |st wiclely
repo cd CR irc i ( lcnts.  An analvsis dalecl  July l6 t i l  Gcn.
(i l | l  Spaatz. conrrritn(lcf ol the Arnty A ir For-cc. r 'clct red 1o
p|ior GR incidents gulltcfccl by the ltrlchis. Not only rvere
lhere repo s iorn Sc ncli lavil. but in Jr.rly ir (jR $ as l lso
teportcd over lhc Rha)ne rallcl. (Mentorandunt l i)r the
Conrmrndin-9 Gcncral. Arrn;--' Air Forcc..luly 19. 19J6.
secrc(. /?e/t.)rt j ol I rkat Sighting.; o|Lr t ltt,Scuutlinu
t i.ut ( 'ot!ntt ics. in l l lc (icn. CLrlt is LcMal' prpcls. AFH RA. )

U.S. covnnNnrENT DocuN{EN'l's

About 150 pages ol U.S. ghosl rocket clocuntcnts havc
rcccntl) been rsscnrblccl b), Pfoiect l9-17 nre|lrbcr-s l l-onr
ral ious agcncies:  thc OI l ice oi  N \ i l l  Intel l igcl lcc (ONl)
and Dir\ al rtt irchis. lop-seciet Arnty Air Folcc inconring/
outgoing nrcssages. ls rvcl l  as USAF Di lcctor i l tc  o l  lDtc l l i -
gence rnd miscellaneous clocunrenls l l.()nt thc fi les ol the
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Fi.q. L Sightittg IrruIiottr ol t lrc I916 UI"() luva in Statditruviu.
l:nutt Ahntrtl Jtnulrrri l i i .  Nlajor LIFO Witres: lE96-l9ti2 (/988).

State Dcpafiment. Afnry. irnd othcf ageucics. Interestingly
enoLrgh. these docLrnenls rc lcr  to a largc nrrrnbe| ol  othet '
nralefi i i ls thal have not yct been discovelecl or wcre with-
held by- thc 'or ig inat ing r igency r t  lhe t i rDe ol  thc declassi l i -
clt iou rclie\\ '  rnd are sti l l  unarail lble. Thcy originatctl
l iorr crcn n'rorc diletsc sources: ONl. AAF intcll iger)ce.
rri l i l lry (Anny) rnd naviLl attircha cirbles ancl rcports. Strlc
Depaltrncnt cables iLnLl fclofts. Slralcgic Sefvicc Unit (SSU )
rcpol ls.  and var ior . rs l r i l i t l ry comnrrDds in l iurope.

Mosl  of thctop secretC;Rmessages iu theAAFincom-
ing/outgoing nlessa-gc l i les originated uith or rvere ad-
clressctl to Maj. Gen.(l i l lcf Lt. Gcn. ) Stcphen J. Chambellin.
the Afrny s nssistanl  chief  of  staf l  f i r t  intc l l igence. ui lh
copies scnt 1o Spai l tz iLnd Gen. No|s(at l .  S()mc ol  the
nessirscs \!ere also clislr ' ibLrted to Ge'nentls Curtis LeMay.
Ira C'. ELtkcr'. Chruncey. Otto Weyland. Eilrle Poflrid-re.
,Andcrson. Hood. Er clcsl. Geor-gc C. McDonald- H. S.
Aurlncl. lnd others.

On July 16. prel inr inar,v-  i inalyscs ol  the GR act i ! i ty
leachcd top level cornntandels. und il Ausust the snrall

i inelunocr ol  thc CIA. t l ' rc Centr  l  I r l tc l l igcrrcc
C|oup (CIC). reportccl i ls f inclings to Prcsii lcnt
Truntan.

Thc CIG anrl!\ i\ slrssesteLl thc rockct\
scen in Scandinin iacarrrc lrrrrtt Sor iet l lLtnclring
si lc\  in Esk)ni t  or  l -atv ia.  The Aland ls l lncls in
thcGul l  of  Finland ( \ \ 'hcre Sovict ' toLrt i \ ts hacl
suclclcnll '  appelied in gfclt numbcrs) wiL\ i l lso x
sLrspccte!lf ir ing site. On thc \i lnrc dily. i l  ntcssage
fl1)nr thc nri l i tary i lt l lchd to l lre War Depilrlrncnl
sll l ! '( l  t lr itt the S\\ 'c(l ish i| l tn)' stit[f !\x\ stu(l] ' inS
f00--l(X) fockct inciclcnts.' l 'he S$cdcs claitncd
the) coul(L see no e\ idcncc ol raclio corttr 'ol. i tnd
thc S\\cLlr5l l  Dcl i  t r .c I l r rc.r t ih I I ' l i l l l tc  \  . r '
supposeclly studying l l ir! lnrents which wcrc rlor]
feuous. The Swedes litt lhcr theorired lhii l  l l ' te
S, ' \  rc l .  \ \  cr  c U\ i r r - !  l l rc rr  rckL ls l ,  ' r  er  l t .  r i t t rct t l r r -
t ion ()r ' i l  ' \ \{r cl l nctvcs." Thcr $ete ncrrrtus
lboul inlirrnrin-s the Atucricittrs rncl lhe Brit ish.
lc i i r ing thal  the So\ ie1s In ight prote\ t  th i t t  S\ \e-
den hacl . joined the Wcslcm Bloc. (This iLnd
lirl lorving docllrrenls arc iound in Incornin-s/
Outgoin!:1op secrcl AAF/USAF messagc's. Nor .
l9 l I - I917. RG - i I t { .  cntr l  #5.  bores l3-- l -1.  ut
National Archives Il: nnd ONI i lncl ir lt i tch6s
repol ts.  l lG 3E. Ni i l ionul  Archives I I . )

Or '  \ r r , : r r ' t  I  C,r l .  H. K. \ , \  t i  ht .  cr ,c i t t t i rc
to Di fcclo[olCentr i r l  ln lc l l igence I- t .  ( ;cn.  Ho]1
Vlnclcnberg. i l l  i l  top-sccret nremorilndunl lor
the Prcsidcnt (Fig. 2 ). su nr rrrarizetl the Cl(i i tnrl l,-
s is-  Most in l i ) fnat ion c lme tkrnr the n) i l i lar)
. r l l . r ( ]h.  in \ \ \e. ler  i rn\ l  t l l ,  . , ,n i l t t r i . l ts  uc|e

fl1)nr the dilectol of intcll igence fi)f t l tc Witr
Dcpurlnrent !rcDerrl \1ll l . Significanll),-. lhc fc
polt notcd the nrissilcs lurncd itrrd flc$ cilculitt '
cor.rlsc's. uhich seetninr:lI indicatcd ! 'adr() c(nl

trol. The repor'l concludecl thilt sircc thc Soviets had il \ 'ast.
cmptv terfitofy whefe they could conduct ihcir rockcl lcsts.
their  purpose rDight be to int inr i ( i iL lc lhe Scandini |v ians.  the
Bl i t ish.  or  the Amcricurs by displ i ry ing their  c i lpr t r i l i t ies.

The nexl rcport crmc Ihnt thc U.S. deiegalion in
Budapest on Aususl 6. Speaking *ith u tt ld Httngarirut
l l iencl. i l  Gerrnitn scientist in iL Soliet nlrjor's rtnil irrnr
fevetlccl thilt hc now rvotkccl l irr ' the Soviets. wll l wete
sccking nil lural gils in I"lungrry itr thc hopes ol using it as a
spccial rocket l ircl. He saicl thc Sovicts hacl dclcloped
guided lockets callcd V f ir ld V--l thlt lcre able to l lf i t

round trip of 700 nriles. This intcll igcncc repolt nol onl)
endecl up in Wiishington. it \\ 'ns al\o sent 10 the intcll igence
ol f ice of  thc U.S. Folccs in Europe ' fheater ' (USFl lT) ancL
l l re U.S. Inr l i l l f )  : r l l i l j l tc  i t r  \4 ' r \ ! r ' \ \ .

This ruessrrg:c lr-oru Hun-ualy spafkcd i i f lurf)/ ol lcti\ '-
i t1-. On August 1.1. CharlberliD skcd the Budapcsl clclega-
tion ti)r [url l ' ]el it) l i)rnrirt ion on thcse nrissilcs. -l-op-sccrcl

rcques{\ sent to thc rr i l i tary rttachds in Londotr. Stockholtu.
Oslo.  Hcls inki .  ancl  ( iopenhlgcn rc( lLrested I ist ings ol  r l l
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CR repofts aod the lesults ol rny
analysis. Infbrmation was also
sought on the 'V 3 and V 4 rock
ets. '  Naval  intel l igence and the
naval rttach€s were not leti out of
the intell igence chase. The naval
at tachd in Sweden alc cdthcONI
to State Departlnent and SSU
cables on the subject and sent in
their own rcports (rnost of which
are sti l l  withheld tl-om the public).

Also on August 13. thc nr i l i -
tary a11ach6 in Norway reported
that a Sovict ship in the n0fth
Baltic Sca rpparcntly hacl been
transmitting code kl Soviel shore
stations concerning the rockct
fl ights.

Howcvcr. thc most interest-
ing document was a top secret
intel l igence leport  f lom Naval
Al tNcha Capt.  Roscoe H.
H il lenkoetter. based in Paris. con
celning a repolt on ghost rockets
"disseminated 1o thc Flcnch Presi-
dent. the Chiet.s ol the Genelal
Statl of National Defense. the top
oflicials at the General StafJ of
National DeIense, and thc Com-
orittee fbr Scientif ic Coordina-
tion." According 1o Hil lcnkoctter.
French intell i-eence lelt that much
ol' the mrtelial was contradictory,
but that some reports wele obscr-
vations of V-l rockets rnd the
others wele possibly V 2s. Some
of the objects seemcd capable of
supersonic specd. Peenemiinde
wrs idcntif iecl as one of the pos
siblc launch sites. while othe|s
were thought to be in the Soviel
Union with rockets lraveling trcm
Russia to the North Sea.

Final ly,  the U.S. mi l i ta|y
ll lachi in Moscow asked the War
Depaltnlent, ihe comrnandcr of
USFET. and tlrc attachds in Swe-
den and Finlancl tbr any intell i

-qcnce 
thirt indicated where thc GRs might originate. He

soon had plenty of answers. Charrberlin repliecL that the
lockets cither came tr-om Iaunch sites on Dtgii Island in the
Baltic, or t iom Esloniri or Latvia. Peenerntinde wi,is colrsid-
ered a possibil i ty but 'goocl cvidcncc Iwas] lacking. '

Gen. Joseph McNalncy of USFET also answered the
Moscow attachd s message. In his view. Peenerniinde had
been lefurbishecl after the rlar and was the launch site for

THE PLAYERS
The Strategic Service Unit (SSU) was an interim organization created 1o wind up the

atfairs ol the World War ll intelligence agency, the Office of Straieg c Services (OSS).
President Truman ordered the OSS to cease operation 0n October '1, 1945, at whlch time
there were 13,000 emplOyees. When the SSU activ ties were merged into the new Ceniral
Inlelligence Agency n 1 947, on y 1 ,300 of the original 0SS emp oyees made the
lrans tion. During the SSU operations, inte gence gathering continued with a reduced and
inadequate budgei. [4any contacts ]n foreign countr es established during the 0SS era
continued under the SSU. The OSS operations in neutral Sweden during the war
represented a crucial window 0n Nazi act viiy in central Europe.

The Central Intelligence Group (ClG), also known as the Nat onal Intelligence
Auth0rty, was the first attempt to centralize intel gence gathering. lt turned out to be a
sma interim operation subsumed by the establishment of the Central Inte gence Agency
in 1947. Ll. Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg was the second Director of Central Intelligence,
from June 1946 to l\i lay 1947.

The War Depanment in 1946 contained both the Arnry and the stil l subordinate Amy
Air Force (AAF). The Army's staff was cons dered at the time superior to the Alr Stafl
whrch serued under the commanding general oi the Army Air Force. The Army Air Force
would not become ndependent until 1947, though plann ng for an independent A r Force
began al the end of World War ll.

Attaches stat oned at forelgn embassies were usually inlelligence spec alists tashed
w th spec fic duties for the r service's intelligence operations. They coordinated military
matters with the foreign m ltary and engaged in ceremonial duties jnvolving the embassy.
The Army attache was known as the n'r tary attache.

The U.S. Force European Theater (USFET) in Frankfurt, Germany, handled all U.S.
m itary rnatters n the European Theater inc uding the U.S. elements ass gned to Allied
c0mrnan0s.

Gen. Carl A. Spaatz served as Air Fofce chief ol stafl from 1946 to 1948 dufing ils
transition to independence and n the formattve years.

Lt. Gen. lra C. Eaker was deputy commander of the Army Air Force during General
Spaatz's tenure. He was somel mes referred t0 by his initia s lCE.

Maj. Gen. Stephen J. Chamberlin, Army ass stant chief ol stall for intelligence, was in
'1946 cons dered the superiof to the AAF Intelligence slaff.

Maj. Gen. George C. McDonald, Assistant Chief of Air Staff for Intelligence, served on
Gen. Spaatz's staff and ater as the USAF Director of Intelligence. His program ior
establishing postwar alf intelligence was adopted by Gen. Arnold.

Gen. Curtis E. LeMay n 1946 was the AAF deputy chief ol staff for research and
development.

Gen. Earle Everard Partridge was assistant ch ef of the air staff for opefations during
this period.

Maj. Gen. Clayton L. Bissell was the m itary attach6 n London at this t me. He was
highly respected in Air Force lnielligence.

Gen. Otto P. Weyland was asslstant chief of staff for planning n 1946.
Col. Howard H. Mccoy, chief 0f lntelligence al Air [,4ateriel Command at Wright Field,

signed much of the official conespondence for the first olf cia UF0 nvestigation, Project
Sign.

Col. William H. Clingerman was [/ccoy's deputy. He also personally investigated
some earlv UFO cases.

lests ol some 100 rockets of the V 2 type. The militrry
atlach6 in Stockholm reportcci that a Swedish soulce iden-
li1icd Dagit Island. Peenentiindc, and Parkkala in Finland as
possible launclt sites, while thc naval attachd in Stockholm
had infolmation tiom the naval and nil i tary attrch€s in
Poland that Leba on the Poiish coast was the source.

Bl i t ish intel l igence. which sent a mission to Sweden on
anothcr matter. told the Americans that they had come up
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ki lonrelcfs. Ccncr-l l ly thc lockets erl tefed f l-om the soLlth

lrncl rrtovecl nolth. S{)rnct irnes thcy wcfe on zrgrlg cotl l  ses.
' fhe slntc cl iLy. i i  set ies ol qttest ions f lon the U.S.

occLrp l ion l i ) lcc in. l lpan c0ncetning thc GRs atr i \ 'cd at

Washington. Thc lcply cont l ined r  s l rmmary ol  thc infor

lDitt lon 10 dit te.

On AugLrst  21.  ViLn-
t lcnbelg srrbnr i t tccl  i l rother
ntcntorilndunl i i)f thc Ptesi-
dcnt lo A( l rn.  Wi l l ianr D.
Lelhl'. heaclol thc Joint Chiefs
ol Sli l l l .  who lirrrvardcd it lo
1hc Whi(c H()usc t l rc r lcxl  d i ly .
I l  cont i r incd thc s i l rne infor-
nr l ( ion.  wi t l r  rn addi t ionl l  re
pol t  l i r rm Lcopoldvi l le ladio
in July lh iLt  thc Soviels hrd
rvlrnccl  shipping in thc Bal t ic
against passlgc lhrough ccr-
ta in areas: Tlrc So! icts were
threateDing. dcirth to seonrcn

V'i l l ionr D. Letht

Fig.2. Metno to tlr Prt.sit lct ltrtnt Col. E. K. l lr i.qln,
(.r((uti i( to Dit-((tor ol Cctttrul Itttell iguut,Lt. Gt,tt.

Hott Vurdatrbar,q. Auqu.rt L l91(t.

wi th no new inlbfnr t ion.
The ll laches had lrouble obtrining GR sighting fepolts

because nrost Scnldilavian coLrntries had sorr' lc lyl lc (Jl '
press ceDsorship in ef fect .

On ALrgLrst l9.1hc nril i lrrv ri l lrchd in Moscow Icporlerl
on lhe v is i l  of  Mai.  S.  Wennerstroen of  the Srvedish Royal
AiI Force. Wennelstr-oen r-cvcalcd that f l ld|l indicatcd thiit
the source wls in the vicinity ol PeeDenriinde. i in(l hc
thorLght that the V I was r01 involvccl. Thc rockcls p-
pealed to be radio contlolled. clrriecl no wlrheltls. rvele
selfidestrlrclive. rDd were plollecl ovel a lange ()1 1.000

who nri-!ht clisckrsc phcnornerr" they \\ i lnessed.
Duling thc ncxt le\\ dlys thc nlturxl gls rockct Iuel

scalch rcport u'as cliscredilccl. Sirl i larly. no conl-irtrtation
coultl lre tiruncl l i [ Wcuuerstroen: inli lrntalion. Sevetll
rcpot.ts lcakcd to the Brit ish plcss about the Blit ish nrission
antl a Srrcclish request t i)r radar c(;tt ipnrent. uhich enbar
lassetl t lre ncutl l l  S\\ cdcs.

On Au-sust 2-+. lhe nril i t i lry attirclt i i tr S$eden pointcd
out some problcnrs \\ ith the enti[e C;R sccnrrio. Perhaps. lre
the(nizcd. thc \\ 'hole thing $ts " rl uninlcntioned hoa\'-
c\ploited to l irttcn wcstcnr defense bLrdgcts. The rttachd
Ieasonecl Ihal CRs cithcr rcprcsented nothing nc\\ 'ol \\ 'ele
thc S\\cdcs' o$r1 rrissiles. but thc lcpol' ls becllnre an unin-
tcnlional lroi.rx \\ hcn thc S\\ 'edes let the ptess rcpor' ls cotl
t inuc n.ith0ut cl rif icirt ion. Ho\\ evcr- l l lc ho x stoly put the
Srlctlcs in ln uncorntirltnhlc position as Cold Wirr tensions
escllrtecl. though it rvas l lso rccognizeclthat some evidcnce
pointecl to rrrispccci Vccl ohserr,ations of nreteors. Tlle ltt l lche
citcd whlt hc thought was evidence tir l his acciclental hoax
thcory. For one thing. he notcd. thc Swcdes hacL not recallecl
c i thcr thei t  Ai I  Delensc or Defense Reseafch Inst i tLr tc
pc|sonncl rvho werc strPposeclly stu(lying lfagmcnls lfonl
thcil sunrncr vacations. The Srvecles olfeled no physical
evir. lence of r 'ocket cfi ishes or cxplosions. though they
cli i inlccl t lr lt sr.rch cvidcnce wirs being analyzed.

Tltc sarrte clay. the Conrrranclel of Naval Forces in

Europc rvrotc to thc nuval attachd in Oslo concelnin-q
nrissilcs thiit hl(lsupposeil ly landecl in Nolway. This sccrel
lettef infin nre(l the i lttach6 lhilt thc Davy wrs vely inlelested
in thc nrissiles and lccovclv ol sunlc. I1 poirrled oLrt. how
cvcf.  th l t  no niLvl l  cquipnrenl  was avl i lable lncl  rny invi-
l i l l ion l i)r recovely pelsonnel rvoulcl plobably lcqLrire ap
pr 'ovl l  by pol i t ical  authol i t ics.

Cen. McNarney ol USFET lricl out his r.casons rvhv
Pccncnriindc wir\ thc problblc source ol-the GRs. He cited
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Icnc\\ cd buildin-s ctivit l ' .  thc 11:pail of Iailroad lucil i t ies in
thlt area. and the plescncc of a Soliet Tcchnical Comnis-
sion helded b1 Col.  Maksirn i rncl  l - t .  Col .  Swent i t iaki .
Soviet rockcl experls.

On Au-gust 26. thc
po ed th t the S\\ 'edcs.

nli l i tar)' i l tt lchd in Stockholm re
possiblv uorried lboul it Soviet

Su edcs hircl concluded thrt of I .000 rrpolts lJO% "could bc
ttributed to cclcstial phenomena-' but that radal cclLrip

r'rcnt had detcctcd some obiects whiclt coulcl not bc nlttulal
phenomera. pfoducts ol thc irnagination. or Srvedish air '-
planes. Thc lcport conclutlcd. ho$'evc[. t l]at the objccls
wele not l l lc V-type bonbs used by thc Gernrans in the
closing days of  the wiu.  '

A k)p-scc[et Aif Inlcll igence [epo[t designated 1l]c
rockets scclr orer Scandinavir as V-5 (suspected ol bcing
tl 're Slvedish l-ire ball) plocluced in Siebcl Worls. Halle

lGerrnanyl .  (Air  Intel l igencc Divis ion Report#|00-I36
34. Sigtti. l icuttt l)evelopDu, t\ ol Sd tt i l ic WatJirrc in Rus
r i r ,  Nov. 29. l  9:16. in the Cunent Intc l l igcnce Branch l  i lcs.
USAF Directolatc of Intell i- ltence Top Secret Cont[ol #-l
12981. at  thc Nat ional  Archircs I [ . )

Gnosr trocxer AFTERNTATH

It did not cntl there. Sightings continued. The atti lchis
subrnittecl rcports. ThoLrgh thc Ploject Saucef rcport lrten-
tioDcd tl l l t l l tcsc- reporls continucd irl iL re.[rced fatc in
. lanuaryand I . -ebrualy I9.17.the invest igul ionswenton l ter '
Ihis datc. More asencics \ ithin the U.S. military bccanc
inrolvcd. Fulther on-thc-spot investigations and intcll i-
gence grthering continuecl ink) 19.17.

The GR investigation by the Swerlish clefcnsc stafi
continued. its iDvesli-{ir lors nrade thc transition to UFO
rcports. (Thi: ' night actu l ly hare ttcn thc l irst UFO
investigation. prcdating lhe U.S. cl-l in1. )

A di l l l rent  s i t l rzr t io l  cxisted in thc Uni led States.  On
JiLrruary 23. 19.18. Col .  Wi l l ian E. Cl ingerrran. wr i t ing lbr
Col. Horvrrd McCo) at Proiect Sign at Wrigirt Field. askcd
Lt. Col. Geolge GarTett ol the USAF Di[cctorate of lntcll i-
gence ti)| thc l i les on 'Srvcclish incidents" iLccumuliltcd in
I946and Ic) .17.  Thcsc l i les iu.e not in thc Pr.ojectBlue Brxrk
li lcs orrnv otlrer sulviving UFOdocuncltt t ior lrolt) otltcr
sources. Because thev plobabll. contain k)p secret in lornra-
lion. the docurlrents have n()t ),ct been released.

Sevelal ncw theol ies carne 1o thc l irrc: The GRs wcrc
1he result ol Swedish lockct experilnctlts. a vcly snrall
l lurrber of rcpons wele indeed Soviel rockets whilc thc
glcat nasses ofreporls rvcte nr isidentil ' icit l  ion ofr tLll ' i . l l  or
nran-made phenonrena. ol the repolts involvccl a Brit ish ol
Swedish hoax lbl virrious polit ical or nurtcrial reasons. Thc
"uninlentioned houx" hvpolltesis u,as rcsr.rl lccled. Various
li lgrnents of ph;--'sical er it lc'nce allegedll, lront crashed GRs
did not seenr to stand up 1o l igoroLrs anllysis and tl 'rus
offerecl no hclp in identi l icrLtion.

In a rcpofl lron Norreby. Dcnmatk. in October 19.17.
an object thc sizc and shrpc of a pint Drilk bottle with fiery
tail allegedly hit an cl! 'ctric pole and explodcd. Fr.i lsntents
that looked likc colored gl ss wcrc collected dnd sent in lor
analysis.  No l i r l low-up is known. (Jan L.  AlcLich.  Plolact
1917: A Prclintinttt l leprtrt on thc 1917 UFO Si,qltt ing
Mrle. UFO Rcsearch Coalit ion. 1997. pp. I5lt-59.1

What \!cl 'c lhe l9-+6 ghost rockets l Folkkrrc. mctcors.

veto ol their applicirt ion tbr'
menrbclship in the Uni tcd Na
tioDs. l i)nrally c ncclcd their
rcquest l i)r Brit ish radarcquip
meu t .

On Au-sust 29. Chanrbcrlin
gilve nrore detl i led lop-secret
ans\\ 'ers k) qucsli0ns tirrnr thc
U.S. nr i l i tary in Japan. The
"unintcr t ioned hoax theory
was also nrcntione(|.

Capt. Will ianr C. Wri-cht.
na\ | i l ttrchd in Slockholnr.
dispatched a nunrbcl of repons

and reclucsts during thc first week ol'Scptcmber'. He asked
a e^ollclgue in MoscoN to fin-wrf(l all Soviet plcss releases
conccrning GRs. (A check of thc intell igencc lasking reg-
ister l i [ the narrl irttachi in Moscorv tlonr l9-l(r to l9-1li
t l l l 'r ' ]ecl up Do lssignrnents top seclet ol below lor infi)fnrit-
l ion on CRs orotherrefial phenoll)eDa.) WIight ul|eady hacl
sccn Soviet pr-css coDrDents that CR reports wcrc contrived
to crri ltc dislrust and suspicion of thc Soriet [Jnion.

On September '9.  Bl i t ish iutel l i -sen"-e c l is t r ibuted a
fepo cntit led Itr\ '?\l i :4tl iolt d Raltortt,t l  Mi.t.\ i l( A.rir i l I
ovcr ScuttdinuyitL. Thc report levicwed the sitrration ancl
proricled a nunrber of conclusions trrrnr dil lcrcnt vieu,-
points: "Thus ifthc phenonrena nou observed ilrc ol ratu al
ol ig in.  thev are unusual :  suf f ic icnt ly unusul l  to make
possiblc thc alternrti!e cxplirnation thlt at lcirst some al-c
nissi lcs.  l l ' th is i \  so.  the) '  mLr\ t  be of  Russian or ig in."
Ho$e\cf. a conserv|ti\ 'c skeptic conrnrcnlc(l. "We rven:
not so successlul in cxplaining thc Loch Ness Monslel."
The l ' inal sentencc in thc doclurent is instuctive; "Pending
these results. wc n'rust reservc judgntent. r 'eulLrking tlrat
therc is irt least a chance of ln entircll innocent explanar
t ior . '  (Fi lc 5 l l .65l l l l .  nt  AFHRA.)

On Se ptembel 12. C]mdL. R. A. Winston. act in-q naval
allachi in Sk)ckholDr. wfote 1r) thc London nN'al attach6 in
a secrct rir- mailgllnr (rvit l 'r copies to the Chiel'of Naval
Opcril l ions rnd thc tl i l \. i l l  attachi in Oslo) that he suspccted
thcrc u'iLs a Brit ish-Swcdish collaboration on GRs designcd
to kecp thc United Statcs f 'ronr lelfning the lruth.

The visits lt l  Sweclen ol'rclircd Cens. Jrnrcs Doolitt le
and l) \ ' id Sarnofl 'are not addressed in lny ol lhe docu
mcDls cxcept f i)r quoted neu's slorics u,hich leported th t
both $ould consult with the Sweclish govcrnlltel( on thc
k)pic.  The eal l icr  June vis i t  o l  Navy Seclc l i t ry James
Forresll l  rvas l lso oot nrcnlioned in any of lhe clocumcnls.

Thc'NC|r' frrr-( 7)arr,.r and lyrl.r/ii,S1.rr P(r.r/ cil|Tied the
resul ts ol  the S\\edish invest igat ion on October l l .  The
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