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ALFRED LOEDDING:

NEW INSIGHT ON THE MAN BEHIND
PROJECT SIGN

BY MicHatL Davip Havl anp WENDY ANN CONNORS

Editor’s Note: In the late fall of 1997 the
authors spoke in a series of telephone inter-
views with family members of Alfred C. Loed-
ding. During these conversations, Alfred’s
son Donald and his brother Fred conveved
many significant details of Alfred’s associa-
tion with the first official United States Air
Force investigation into unidentified flving
objects. Workingwith Project Sign researcher/
historian Wendy Connors at the Project Sign
Research Center, further correspondence
between the authors and the Loedding family

acronautical engineer working at the Army
Air Force laboratories just down the road at
Wright Field. He was also a workaholic who
lived and breathed aviation. Yet for all of his
talents, relaxing at home was not one of them.

Alfred’s son Donald remembers his fa-
theralways doing something when at the house.
Perhaps that morning he was hard at work
cleaning and tuning up his prized 1946 Buick.
Or maybe he was down in his basement labo-
A ratory working on a host of experiments that
over the years had made him one of America’s

transpired. In June 1998, Connors, along
with cameraman Joseph C. Stone, conducted
an initial interview with Donald Loedding at his Colorado
ranch, followed by a more in-depth video interview in
August.

Working as a team, Hall and Connors have compiled a
more complete scenario of Alfred C. Loedding than previ-
ously known. The authors also secured rights to copy Alfred
Loedding’s personal glass-slide collection that details his
aeronautical interests and work ar Wright Field, Ohio,
prior to and during the Project Sign timeline.

This article focuses on the first UFOwave of 1947 until
the end of Project Sign. The only speculation the authors
engage inis Loedding's possible reaction to the events that
initiated the modern era of ufology. However, this is based
upon in-depth interviews and correspondence with various
Loedding family members and their memories of Alfred
Loedding's personal beliefs.

he morning of July 4, 1947, at 3733 Shroyer
Road in Dayton. Ohio, began very peacefully.
An initially hazy dawn yielded to a blue sky and
asunny, but muggy. day of 81 degrees. With the
aftereffects of the Second World War still felt, the nation
welcomed the three-day holiday despite the heat. It felt
strange, however, for Alfred Christian Loedding not to be
at work on that Friday morning. Loedding was a civilian

Alfred Loedding

first Army Air Corps engineers to study rock-
etry and jet propulsion. Alfred actually
preferred to be designing and testing in his basement rather
than be anywhere else.

His homespun research had paid off over the years,
giving him the experience needed to start the first Jet
Propulsion Division at Wright Field Laboratories and file a
host of patents. By late 1948, one of these would include a
design foralow-aspect-ratio aircraft, another one of Alfred’s
specialties.

Because of his cutting-edge innovations, we would
like to know Alfred’s exact thoughts at this time. Undoubt-
edly, sometime during that Independence Day holiday, he
stopped to pay close attention to the news. Since June 24
there had been a small number of stories in the press
concerning sightings of UFOs, or “flying discs™ as they
were called then. On this Independence Day holiday disc
sightings dramatically increased and dominated the front
pages of newspapers across the United States. Though West
Coast papers were first with the details, by Sunday of the
holiday weekend the New York Times had a page-one
feature on disc sightings and would continuing running
saucer stories for the next three days.

Loedding may have heard the first accounts on Bob
Smith’s WNBC morning radio news show that Friday at
9:00 a.m. By Saturday. he could have caught the first
Midwest stories in print. However, when he began hearing
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Alfred Loedding in 1937, designing tailless models for Bellanca Aircrafi.

the accounts of the sightings. it is unlikely that he was
surprised or unprepared. Loedding. like a number of people
in previous years, had observed similar phenomena. In
1932, Loedding and his wife Marion saw something in the

detailed their incident as follows:

In October 1932, the couple saw such an object one
evening while driving near Plainsboro, N.J.. he re-
ported.

Atfirstthey thought an aircraft was crashing nearby.
Loedding said. Then the craft leveled off and tlashed
away at high speed, emitting a changing bluish-green
light. On reaching his home. he immediately sketched
the object from memory. Later. Loedding said former
New York congressman L.G. Clemente reported he had
seen such an object at about the same time. Loedding
estimated the object he and his wife had seen was 100
feet in diameter and 500 to 600 feet high. He said the
object gave off a weird light “like looking at a fire-fly”
and appeared to change shape.

He said he had seen nothing of a similar nature since.
(Davton Jowrnal, August 9, 1957)

Because he did not reveal that story until 1957, it is
impossible to know his thoughts during that firstrash of disc
sightings ten years earlier. Yet. it would be interesting to

read the mind of this brilliant engineer
who had graduated from the Daniel
Guggenheim School of Aeronautics in
1930. Loedding had been privately de-
signing low-aspect-ratio aircraft (flying
wings) and lecturing about this concept
using his glass slides ever since his 1932
UFO sighting. By 1948, some of these
concepts, which he translated into small
working models. looked more like flying
saucers than flying wings.

Loedding knew aviation. having held
a key position with the Bellanca Aircraft
Company before coming to work for the
Wright Field Laboratories in 1938. How-
ever, as he was periodically borrowed
from his position in T-3 (Engineering) by
T-2 (Technical Intelligence—redesignated
the Technical Intelligence Division in Sep-
tember 1947: to simplify our narrative, we refer to the office
as T-2 throughout). it is fair to assume that he may have had
some knowledge of the more spectacular flying-disc stories
before he returned to work on Monday. July 7. He may have
been intrigued by the July 6 New York Times exclusive on
the deployment of two reactivated B-29 bomber groups to
the West Coast and how their appearance coincided in place
and time with many of the disc sightings.

Up to this time. the military had only issued a few
contradictory statements on the sightings. On July 3. for
example. Maj. Paul Gaynor stated that a preliminary inves-
tigation of the flying discs had been
dropped for lack of evidence. On
that same day. Idaho Evening States-
men reporter Dave Johnson got a
different slant from Lt. Gen. Nathan
F. Twining, chief of the Air Mate-
riecl Command (AMC). Twining,
who commanded the T-2 group.
commented that officials were in-
deed looking into the matter of
flying dises. He stated that even
top-secretresearch conducted atthe
aviation laboratories at Wright Field
had not produced technology comparable to what had been
observed. He added that a “reputable scientist” had seen one

Nathan F. Twining
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of the flying discs and that his report was
being analyzed. ({daho Evening States-
' man, July 3, 1947.)

.ti' Loedding would have known that
other units of the Army Air Corps were
interested in the sightings, especially Ken-
neth Arnold’s account, Fourth Air Force
intelligence officers Capt. William Lee
Davidson and IstLt. Frank Mercer Brown
even interviewed Arnold for six hours.

A Loedding “flving wing” model, 1940.

taking down a detailed statement at the
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Hotel Owyhee in Boise. The officers liked him immedi-
ately, probably because of his aviation background. They
confided details of other disc cases to Arnold. who later
claimed they had told him that military intelligence had
been aware of saucer stories as early as April 1947.
(Pendleton (Oreg.) East Oregonian, July 17, 1947.)

Loedding never met Davidson or Brown. which is
ironic since he ended up inheriting and expanding the
mission of their first effort to investigate the sightings
seriously. In those first few weeks ol July, Davidson and
Brown at Hamilton Field in California drew most of the
duty, interviewing many of the early witnesses. Both in
their twenties, they first received orders to investigate the
discs following the July 4 sightings. That directive came
down from AAF Chief of Staff Gen. Carl Spaatz, who
wanted Hamilton Field's A-2 Intelligence to “open a file.”
Although Spaatz specified that they should forward their
findings to T-2, Davidson and Brown had already been
given orders to keep their reports classified. Much of their
paperwork went not to Wright Field but directly to the Air
Force Office of Intelligence (AFOIN) at the Pentagon.

The officers were provided with ample assistance to do
their investigative work. This included a steno pool, two
aircraft that consisted of an A-24 and a stripped-down but
aging B-25. Unfortunately, both Davidson and Brown were
tragically killed after the B-25 crashed on the way back
from interviewing witnesses to the Maury Island incident
during the early morning of August I. Afterwards. Wright
Field moved into a leading role in the flying-disc investiga-
tions and Loedding would be in the center of the
investigations.

When he returned to work on July 7, Loedding had no
idea what was to come. It must have been shortly alter
driving onto Wright Field that morning and parking in front
of Building 11A that he caught the first hint of excitement.
Walking up to his office in Room 252 in the overcrowded
building that had been converted from an aviation museum,
he heard the scuttlebutt. The Independence Day weekend
had indeed accounted for a sizeable number of flying-disc
sightings.

THE INCREDIBLE JULY 4 SIGHTINGS

Inretrospect, the wave had begun very early on the morning
of July 4, just about the time Loedding would have been
climbing into bed after spending a late night tinkering in his
basement laboratory. Around 1:00 a.m.. East Orange. N.J.,
resident Mrs. Leonora Woodruff started off the long list of
sightings when she reported “balls of fire silently darting
through the air at high speed.” (International News Service,
July 5. 1947.) At 11:00 that morning a carload of people
spotted four disc-shaped objects streaking past Mount
Jefferson. While driving to work about that time, Harry
Hale, production manager of the Portland Oregonian, saw
a shiny object in the sky just west of Beaverton. (Portland
Oregonian, July 5, 1947.)

At 1:05 p.m., Portland police officer Kenneth
McDowell, while feeding pigeons behind Precinet House
No. I, was surprised when the birds were startled and flew
away. He looked up to see five large. oscillating discs. two
traveling south and three heading east. They were moving
at a high rate of speed and looked like nothing he had seen
before. At approximately the same time, two employees at
the nearby Oaks Amusement Park saw the same objects and
called the police. Two Portland police officers near Oaks
Park, Walter Lissy and Robert Ellis (both civilian pilots and
WWII veterans), reported three discs within 30 seconds of
cach another. Each headed east over the park at a high
altitude. Lissy and Ellis heard no engine noises, but they did
see flashes of light. Patrolman Earl Patterson, located at SE
82nd Avenue and Foster Road, reported an “oval, whitish
aluminum-colored object”™ coming out of the west and
heading toward the southwest. Patterson, a former Army
Air Corps veleran, stated that it resembled no plane he had
ever seen.

Clark County Sheriff Deputies John Sullivan, Clarence
McKay. and Fred Krives reported 20 to 30 objects flying
over nearby Vancouver, Washington, shortly after 1:00
p.m. After hearing reports of flying discs broadcast over the
police radios, they went outside to have a look for them-
selves and soon saw round objects fly over high and fast in
a straight line toward the west and south. As they passed. a
low humming noise could be heard. Krives told the Interna-
tional News Service that “they were there and no mistake
about that.”

A group of harbor patrolmen reported to Portland
police headquarters that they had seen three to six oscillat-
ing. flashing discs “shaped like chrome hubcaps™ traveling
fast and high toward the south over the Globe Mills. The
men were uncertain of the exact number of objects because
the flashes from the objects were so bright they could not
stand to look at them. In Milwaukie, Oregon, three discs
were observed [lying toward the northwest.

Numerous Portland citizens also reported sightings. At
2:00 p.m.. “metallic discs glinting in the sunlight™ were
seen across the Willamette River near the Rose Island
bridge. Picnickers and a pilot saw “spinning discs.” One
woman described viewing an object at4:30 p.m. like “anew
dime [lipping around.” Two white or silver objects flew
over Portland at 4:58 p.m. heading southeast: a third passed
over the city at 5:30 p.m.

These were only the first few reports from dozens of
states and Canadian provinces that day. Yet that night the
second most sensational account of 1947 occurred. United
Airlines Flight 105 took off from Boise at 8:04 p.m. While
near Emmett, Idaho. about 9:20, Captain E. J. Smith and
First Officer Ralph Stevens observed five discs “silhou-
etted against the sunset in a loose formation.” When Smith
asked stewardess Marty Morrow to come to the cockpit, she
confirmed the observation. They all watched for several
minutes as the DC-3 covered 45 air miles and the unknown
objects moved in a northwesterly direction across Idaho.
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Both Naval and A-2 Intelligence interviewed Capltain
Smith. The Davidson and Brown interview occurred on
July 12 after their talk with Arnold. While at Arnold’s house
they heard Smith was in Boise for a layover and they all
went out to the airport to talk to him.

Loedding and others at Wright Field who were follow-
ing the Flight 105 incident were impressed with a sighting
that seemed to confirm there was something strange in the
sky over Idaho that night. It was filed by the manager of the
Idaho United Press service and a 15-year veteran reporter,
John C. Corlett. The resulting news story eventually made
itinto the Air Force Project Blue Book files. While relaxing
athome in his garden in the early evening, Corlett, his wife,
and their dinner guest, famed Boise artist V. H. Selby.
observed a white disc zoom silently across the sky from the
northwest and to the southeast at an apparent altitude of
10,000 feet. (Portland Oregonian, July 5. 1947.)

GERMAN TECHNOLOGY?

However, the sightings on July 8 sent Wright Field and the
Pentagon into a high-gear search for the mysterious discs.
[tbegan between 9:30 or 10:00 a.m. at Muroc Air Base (now
Edwards AFB) in California when First Lt. Joseph C.
McHenry and three other witnesses watched two silver,
spherical objects traveling about 300 miles per hour in level
[light. At 10:10 a.m., Muroc test pilot Maj. J. C. Wise, while
preparing his XP-84 aircraft for takeoff, observed one
vellowish-white spherical object traveling at 200-225 miles
per hour at 10,000 feet. It headed east with an oscillating
motion. At 11:50 a.m.. at nearby Rogers Dry Lake, two
technicians and a test pilot observed a luminous object for
about 90 seconds. Later in the afternoon, 40 miles south of
Muroc, a P-51 pilot at 20,000 feet spotted a wingless,
tailless “flat object of light-reflecting nature.” He twice
attempted an intercept but could not climb high enough.
Intelligence later took great note of the incident because
they had determined that no military or civilian aircralt
were in the area at the time of the sighting. At 9:20 p.m.,
spherical objects were again seen in the area, this time at
8,000 feet and moving against the wind at around 300 miles
per hour. (Personal papers, Edward J. Ruppelt, File R104
and File R105.)

The sightings over Muroc panicked the Pentagon and
led the air force to issue classified orders requiring reports
of any “saucer-like” objects to be given to T-2 Technical
Intelligence. which had been “unofficially interested™ in
the disc reports since July 3. Orders were sent to all United
States Army air bases requiring that UFO sightings be
investigated, with reports sent directly to Wright Field and
summaries to the Pentagon. However, research by coauthor
Wendy Connors shows that most of the early casework
actually went directly to the Pentagon and therefore T-2 did
not get a complete set of files until late September 1947.

Loedding and his coworkers at T-2 began to speculate
that flying saucers were German secret weapons of an

unknown and radical design that were being tested by the
Soviets. Still working as an acronautical engineer at T-3,
Loedding had specialized in flying-wing aircraft even prior
to World War II as well as those captured towards the end
of the war under Operation Lusty. His expertise inspired a
crusade by T-2 (o attempt to trace the disc sightings to
Soviet/German technology transfer in 1946. (Jan Aldrich.
“The Horten Brothers, Air Material Command and UFOs:
Perspective Thinking,” at www.evansville.net/~slk/
Hortenl. htm.)

Especially suspect were the wartime designs of flying-
wing aircraft by Reimar and Walter Horten of Gottingen,
Germany. T-2 requested that the U.S. Army’s Counter
Intelligence Corps—Europe help in the investigation. CIC
agents in Germany scoured the allied occupation zones for
clues to the existence of operational models, but found
nothing suggesting that the origin of the discs was from the
work of the Horten brothers.

Without doubt the government began to feel pressure
from the military and the public to solve the saucer mystery
as early as July 8, 1947. On July 9, the following release
appeared in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch and other newspa-
pers:

WASHINGTON, July 9 (UP) Official Washington was
sure today that it knew what the flying saucers were
not—but it hadn’t the faintest ideas what they were. The
Army Air Forces said they had the matter under inves-
tigation. Preliminary study disclosed that the flying
discs are not:

I. Secretbacteriological weaponsdesigned by some

2. New-type Army rockets.
"‘

3. Space ships.

Itis not entirely known how much reactive concern the
White House placed on the Pentagon and its intelligence
branches, but a clue can be found in the memories of Gen.
Robert B. Landry, special military advisor to President
Truman. In an oral history he prepared for the Truman
Presidential Library, he stated, “The President said he
hadn’t given much serious thought to all these reports; but
at the same time, he said, if there was any evidence of a
strategic threat to the national security, the collection and
evaluation of UFO data by Central Intelligence warranted
more intense study and attention at
the highest government level.”
(Oral history recorded February
28, 1974, available at sunsite.
unc.edu/lia/president/Truman
Library/oral_histories/Landry_
Robert.himl.)

In reaction, Army Air Force
Intelligence Requirements
(AFOIR) Branch Chief Brig. Gen.
George F. Schulgen called on the
EFBI to help investigate the mys-

George F. Schulgen
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tery. Schulgen brought one of the Muroc pilots to the
Pentagon to be interrogated by a host of general officers,
scientists, and psychologists. Despite a thorough grilling,
the pilot remained convinced that he had seen a “tlying
disc.” In the midst of all this, a need arose for some liaison
between what Schulgen was learning and what T-2 at
Wright Field needed to know. Loedding became that bridge
and was sent by Col. Howard McCoy, adjutant general of T-
2. to the Pentagon.

Schulgen also worked on this with Pentagon A-2
Intelligence Collections Branch Executive Officer Col.
Robert Taylor and his assistant,
Lt. Col. George D. Garrett. This
was the office that Loedding would
coordinate with, but documents
show that Loedding also met in
person with Schulgen. Taylor and
Garrett were the military connec-
tion to the FBI, and they utilized
Special Agent S. W. Reynolds for
their first UFO inquiries.

In late July. Garrett, perhaps
after meeting with Loedding, de-
cided to wrile up an initial report
and send it to both the Army Air Force chiel of staff and the
FBI. His memo basically served as a preliminary estimate
of the current flying-disc situation. The intention may have

Robert Tavilor

also been to bring the issue to a head by lormally establish-
ing a position. Garrett and Loedding wanted to know
whether the discs represented a secret American military
project, or were of Soviet origin as first hypothesized. Other
theories, including the extraterrestrial hypothesis (ETH).
had yet to be considered.

Garrett’s report did force the Pentagon to start elimi-
nating possibilities. The chief of research and development,
Gen. Curtis E. LeMay, dispelled
the firstassumption. He stated that
“the Army Air Force has no project
with the characteristics similar to
those which have been associated
with the flying discs.” Neverthe-
less, something from somewhere
was definitely flying over U.S. air
space in July 1947 and the people
concerned had but one other pos-
sibility to eliminate—a Soviet
connection.

Wright Field began toreceive firsthand UFO reports by
Wednesday, July 9. One of these came from Idaho when
Idaho Evening Statesman reporter Dave Johnson, like his
friend Kenneth Arnold, caught a glimpse of something
strange. Johnson was preparing to land at Gowan Field near
Boise in an AT-6 from his National Guard unit when he
observed a strange-looking, black. disc-shaped craft at
12:17 p.m. He attempted to make sense of the weird sight as
it became silhouetted against the clouds. The dise made a

Curtis E. LeMay

half-roll and entered a stair-step climb. At first Johnson
thought it might be a balloon (many of the early meteoro-
logical balloons were made from neoprene, which would
turn smoky gray or black in the sunlight), but no balloon
launch records could account for the incident.

A SOVIET CONNECTION?

The sighting report that sent the next shock wave through
military channels (and most affected Loedding) came on
July 10 from Newfoundland. At 5:30 p.m., two Pan-Ameri-
can Airways mechanics near Harmon Field observed a
silver circular disc at about 10,000 feet. It passed in hori-
zontal flight along a widely curved course. The disc’s size
approximated the wingspan of a C-54 transport plane and
seemed to be cutting a bluish-black trail about 15 miles long
as it literally parted a path through the clouds over the
airport. The trail passed over the base toward the north-
northeast. The mechanics took two Kodachrome photo-
araphs as the disc parted the clouds.

Photos taken July 10, 1947, over Harmon Field,
Newfoundland, by Pan-American mechanics.

The Harmon Field case received the first intensive
investigation by Army Air Force Intelligence. The case
became especially relevant to intelligence officials at T-2
and the Pentagon because of the concern of a Soviet
connection to the saucer mystery. If Russia was conducting
reconnaissance {lights over the United States, the missions
would logically pass over some area of Canada or the far
north. For this reason alone, a sighting 12 hours earlier in
Newfoundland, coupled with this one and a report out of
Alaska the next day. generated not only excitement but
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extreme concern for national security.

Harmon Field intelligence officers filed their initial
investigative report on July 16, but by the 21st a more
detailed report was forwarded to the Pentagon. Schulgen
ordered intelligence officers at Wright Field to prepare
“immediately™ a top-level assessment team to be sent to
Harmon. T-2 Chief McCoy dispatched a team by the 30th
that might have included Loedding. McCoy’s team was
asked by Schulgen to report di-
rectly to the Pentagon following
theirinvestigation. Interestingly. at
that time Schulgen also asked
McCoy what T-2 and T-3 had pre-
pared to date on the disc
phenomenon. McCoy’s notes donot

Col. William R. Clingerman had
any answers or if T-3. where Loed-
ding still spent most of his time, had
begun any analysis. But McCoy
had already started working on the German/Soviet technol-
ogy angle to explain the flying discs and in fact had already
interviewed Hugo Eckener. the successor to Count
Zeppelin's dirigible empire.

The T-2 investigation of the Harmon Field case con-

Willicmn R. Clingerman

cerned many of the aeronautical engineers in T-3. Part of

the report had the ring of Loedding’s expertise and read as
follows:

The bluish-black trail seems to indicate ordinary com-
bustion from a turbo-jet engine, athodyd [ramjet] mo-
tor, orsome combination of these types of power plants,
The absence of noise and apparent dissolving of the
clouds to form a clear path indicates a relatively large
mass flow of a rectangular cross section containing a
considerable amount of heat. (Michael D. Swords,
“Project Sign and the Estimate of the Situation,” forth-
coming in the Journal of UFO Studies.)

T-2 excluded a meteor or

tell us if Analysis Division Chief

Newfoundland. By 1948, “foreign origin™ would become
the catchword to refer to extraterrestrial spacecraft at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base. (The designation of Wright Field
changed when the Army Air Corps officially became the
United States Air Force in September 1947.)

Inexplicably, after July 11, 1947, UFO sightings
dropped off. A few reports would follow to the end of the
year., but whatever caused the initial flying-disc wave took
place primarily between June 24 and July 11, 1947. The
consensus was that the widely publicized Kenneth Arnold
sighting had generated a form of mass hysteria. Yet if so,
why did the sightings encompass the entire globe in a matter
of days with too little time for most people to read news
accounts of the first American saucers? Why were there
some excellent sightings before Arnold’s? Would Arnold’s
story have been so publicized if there had been no other
sightings immediately following his? Why did the intensity
of the phenomenon end so suddenly after July 117 If people
were indeed caught up in a worldwide craze generated by
media coverage, would not large numbers of reports still
come in on the 1 2th, instead of hundreds the day before and
only a handful until 1948?

By September 1947 these were the very questions
Loedding was asking, but not just to himself. We still do not
know hew he managed it, but this month Loedding played
a key role in inspiring an ofTicial Air Force investigation
that would be based at Wright Field, Ohio. In fact, he had
succeeded in transferring most of the Pentagon’s flying-
discreports to Dayton. By September 23, T-2 had developed
an even greater interest in the discs. This was probably due
in part to Loedding’s insistence that important information
on aerodynamic and engineering principles could be ob-
tained from investigating the reports.

Since the Muroc sightings, T-2 officers had been com-
piling files of their own. Most of the paperwork, however,
was generated by Air Force or Naval Intelligence officers
from military bases nearest to a sighting or from the Head-
quarters of the Fourth AirForce at Hamilton Field, California,
Al times, intelligence officers

fireball scenario. despite the fact
that an astronomical event be-
came the official explanation.
Behind the scenes. T-2 and
Washington still focused on a
Sovietconnection. Wright Field
investigators spoke with the
commander of Harmon Field as
well as others to make sure that
no British or Canadian aircraft
had been in the area at the time.
Since it was known that no
American aircraft were to
blame. it was privately con-

around the country had warned
some witnesses not to talk about
their reports. (See Edward J.
Ruppelt, The Report on Uni-
dentified Flying Objects,
Doubleday, 1956, p. 29.)
Regardless of Loedding’s
role, by September the public
was demanding an answer.
Twining replied to a verbal re-
quest [rom Schulgen at AFOIR
for T-2"s analysis of flying-disc
reports up to that point. Now
known as the “Twining memo,”

cluded that something of
“foreign origin™ made the curi-
ous split in the clouds over

Group photo of the Project Paperclip team leaving
England to retwrn to the United States. Col. Albert
B. Devarmond is second from the right.

ithad an interesting conclusion,
namely, “The phenomenon is

(continued on page 24)
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INVESTIGATING
THE GHOST ROCKETS

BY JAN ALDRICH

n the spring of 1968. Donald H. Menzel, director of

the Harvard Observatory and a committed UFO
debunker, initiated correspondence on the 1946 re-
ports of ghost rockets—UFO-like phenomena re-
ported in northern Europe and elsewhere a year prior (o the
dawning of the Age of Flying Saucers. The correspondence
involved Lt. Col. Hector Quintanilla, head of the U.S. Air

Force’s Project Blue Book: Dr. Robert Low, coordinator of

the University of Colorado government-contracted UFO
project: Herbert Strentz, at the time a Ph.D candidate whose
dissertation was on press coverage of UFO reports: and Dr.
Edward U. Condon. the head of the Colorado project.
Menzel’s opinion was that “the "46 Swedish flap did a
lot to condition the Air Force [concerning UFOs.| I repeat,
the Air Force. not the general public! Our interest was

stimulated, as Strentz indicates, by the prominence of

Peenemiinde |German rocket center that fell under the
Sovietcontrol after World WarIl]. ... Ithink that there must
have been some briefing of top generals, by CIA or other
cognizant authority. . . . Some years ago [ tried to get such
information from CIA but failed.” (Letter from Menzel to
Low, July 15. 1968, in the Condon papers at the American
Philosophical Society.)

Menzel felt that his thesis was vindicated by Strentz’s
discovery of ghost-rocket (GR) articles in the American
press. The Air Force. he thought, was conditioned to be “too
accepting of lying saucers™ by GR reports in the intelli-
gence channels and in the press. He thought there might be
even be an organization that investigated GRs and later
continued to investigate UFOs. He later mentioned to
Condon that he would ask the CIA to comment on this.
Menzel's guesses may have been close to the mark. but
probably not for the reasons or in the places he thought.
Official interest in GRs did not end with 1946, nor did the
phenomenon cease at that time.

BACKGROUND

During World War 1. there were reports that the Germans
were lc‘.\linf__‘ new and fearsome weapons, sometimes over

Jan Aldrich is coordinator of Project 1947, an international
research effort to document the early history of the UFO
phenonienon.

the Baltic. On June 13, 1944, the crash of such a weapon in
Biickebo. Sweden. made suchreports credible. The Swedes.
though neutrals in the conflict, allowed the United States to
send a plane to haul away the crashed weapon for further
examination. Thus the Allies were able to gain technical
data on the V-2 rocket. (Preliminary Description of Rocket
Parts Found in Sweden, 13 June [1944 ], secret Report K-
67927, at the Air Force Historical Research Agency
(AFHRA). Maxwell AFB.)

After the war, many countries pushed rocketry devel-
opment. Both the West and the Soviets attempted to exploit
and expand on German achievements in this area by using
captured German equipment, lacilities. scientists, and engi-
neers. Intelligence agencies tried to pierce the high security
surrounding these efforts and detect any new developments
by any country. The U.S. Navy’s Technical Air Intelligence
Center started publishing aseries of intelligence analyses of
foreign air forces, ranging from the large powers down to
the small Central American air torces.

GR reports started in about February 1946, When the
first reports appeared in the press in May, the American
attachés ook notice. (Few official documents from the
early part of this wave have surfaced.)

The press reported that on May 24 at about 2:00 a.m. a
rocketlike object was seen over Landskrona, Sweden. A
“rocket” traveling in a southwesterly direction at an esti-
mated altitude of 1,000 feet was one of the first widely
reported GR incidents. An analysis dated July 16 for Gen.
Carl Spaatz. commander of the Army Air Force, referred to
prior GR incidents gathered by the attachés. Not only were
there reports from Scandinavia, but in July a GR was also
reported over the Rhone valley. (Memorandum for the
Commanding General, Army Air Force. July 19, 1946,
secret, Reports of “Rocket™ Sightings over the Scandina-
vien Countries, inthe Gen. Curtis LeMay papers, AFHRA.)

U.S. GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS

About 150 pages of U.S. ghost-rocket documents have
recently been assembled by Project 1947 members from
various agencies: the Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI)
and naval attachés. top-secret Army Air Force incoming/
outgoing messages, as well as USAF Directorate of Intelli-
gence and miscellaneous documents from the files of the
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forerunner of the CIA, the Central Intelligence
Group (C1G). reported its findings to President
Truman.

The CIG analysis suggested the rockets
seen in Scandinavia came from Soviet launching
sites in Estonia or Latvia. The Aland Islands in
the Gulf of Finland (where Soviet “tourists™ had
suddenly appeared in great numbers) was also a
suspected firing site. On the same day. a message
from the military attaché to the War Department
stated that the Swedish army staff was studying
300-400 rocket incidents. The Swedes claimed
they could see no evidence of radio control. and
the Swedish Defense Research Institute was
supposedly studying fragments which were non-
ferrous. The Swedes further theorized that the
Soviets were using the rockets for experimenta-
tion or a “war of nerves.” They were nervous
about informing the Americans and the British,
fearing that the Soviets might protest that Swe-
den had joined the Western Bloc. (This and
following documents are found in Incoming/
Outgoing topsecret AAF/USAF messages. Nov.
1941-1947. RG 318, entry #5. boxes 23-43, at
National Archives Il: and ONI and attachés
reports, RG 38, National Archives I1.)

On August 1, Col. E. K. Wright, executive
to Director of Central Intelligence Lt. Gen. Hoyt
Vandenberg. in a top-secret memorandum for
the President (Fig. 2), summarized the CIG analy-
sis. Most information came from the military
attaché in Sweden and the conclusions were

Fig. 1. Sichting locations of the 1946 UFO wave in Scandinavia.
From Ahmad Jamaludin, Major UFO Waves: 1896-1982 (/988).

State Department, Army, and other agencies. Interestingly

enough, these documents refer to a large number of other

materials that have not yet been discovered or were with-
held by the originating agency at the time of the declassifi-
cation review and are still unavailable. They originated
from even more diverse sources: ONI. AAF intelligence,
military (Army) and naval attaché cables and reports, State
Departmentcables and reports, Strategic Service Unit (SSU)
reports, and various military commands in Europe.

Most of the top-secret GR messages in the AAF incom-
ing/outgoing message files originated with or were ad-
dressed to Maj. Gen.(later Lt. Gen.) Stephen J. Chamberlin,
the Army’s assistant chief of staff for intelligence, with
copies sent to Spaatz and Gen. Norstad. Some of the
messages were also distributed to Generals Curtis LeMay,
Ira C. Eaker, Chauncey, Otto Weyland. Earle Partridge.
Anderson, Hood, Everest, George C. McDonald. H. S.
Aurand. and others.

On July 16, preliminary analyses of the GR activity
reached top-level commanders. and in August the small

from the director of intelligence for the War
Department general staff, Significantly, the re-
port noted the missiles turned and tlew circular
courses, which seemingly indicated radio con-
trol. The report concluded that since the Soviets had a vast,
empty territory where they could conduct their rocket tests.
their purpose might be to intimidate the Scandinavians, the
British. or the Americans by displaying their capabilities.

The next report came from the U.S. delegation in
Budapest on August 6. Speaking with an old Hungarian
friend, a German scientist in a Soviet major’s uniform
revealed that he now worked for the Soviets, who were
secking natural gas in Hungary in the hopes of using it as a
special rocket fuel. He said the Soviets had developed
guided rockets called V-3 and V-4 that were able to fly a
round trip of 700 miles. This intelligence report not only
ended up in Washington, it was also sent to the intelligence
office of the U.S. Forces in Europe Theater (USFET) and
the U.S. military attaché in Moscow.

This message from Hungary sparked a flurry of activ-
ity. On August 13, Chamberlin asked the Budapest delega-
tion for further information on these missiles. Top-secrel
requests sent to the military attachés in London, Stockholm,
Oslo, Helsinki, and Copenhagen requested listings of all
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GR reports and the results of any
analysis. Information was also
sought on the V-3 and V-4 rock-
ets.” Naval intelligence and the
naval attachés were not left out of
the intelligence chase. The naval
attaché in Sweden alerted the ONI
to State Department and SSU
cables on the subject and sent in
their own reports (most of which
are still withheld from the public).

Also on August 13, the mili-
tary attaché in Norway reported
that a Soviet ship in the north
Baltic Sea apparently had been
transmitting code to Soviet shore
stations concerning the rocket
flights.

However, the most interest-
ing document was a top-secret
intelligence report from Naval
Attaché Capt. Roscoe H.
Hillenkoetter. based in Paris, con-
cerning a report on ghost rockets
“disseminated to the French Presi-
dent. the Chiefs of the General
Staff of National Defense, the top
officials at the General Staft of
National Defense, and the Com-
mittee for Scientific Coordina-
tion.” According to Hillenkoetter.
French intelligence felt that much
of the material was contradictory,
but that some reports were obser-
vations of V-1 rockets and the
others were possibly V-25. Some
of the objects seemed capable of
supersonic speed. Peenemiinde
was identified as one of the pos-
sible launch sites, while others
were thought to be in the Soviet
Union with rockets traveling from
Russia to the North Sea.

Finally, the U.S. military
attaché in Moscow asked the War
Department, the commander of
USFET. and the attachés in Swe-
den and Finland for any intelli-

vence that indicated where the GRs might originate. He
soon had plenty of answers., Chamberlin replied that the
rockets either came from launch sites on Dagé Island in the
Baltic. or from Estonia or Latvia. Peenemiinde was consid-
ered a possibility but “good evidence [was] lacking.”
Gen. Joseph McNarney of USFET also answered the
Moscow attaché’s message. In his view, Peenemiinde had
been refurbished after the war and was the launch site for

THE PLAYERS

The Strategic Service Unit (SSU) was an interim crganizaticn created to wind up the
affairs of the World War Il intelligence agency, the Office of Strategic Services (0SS).
President Truman ordered the OSS to cease operation cn October 1, 1945, at which time
there were 13,000 employees. When the SSU activities were merged into the new Central
Intelligence Agency in 1947, cnly 1,300 of the original OSS employees made the
transition. During the SSU operations, intelligence gathering continued with a reduced and
inadequate budget. Many contacts in foreign countries established during the OSS era
continued under the SSU. The OSS operations in neutral Sweden during the war
represented a crucial window on Nazi activity in central Europe.

The Central Intelligence Group (CIG), also known as the National Intelligence
Authority, was the first attempt to centralize intelligence gathering. It turned out to be a
small interim operation subsumed by the establishment of the Central Intelligence Agency
in 1947. Lt. Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg was the second Director of Central Intelligence,
from June 1946 to May 1947,

The War Department in 1946 contained both the Army and the still subordinate Army
Air Force (AAF). The Army’s staff was considered at the time superior to the Air Staff
which served under the commanding general of the Army Air Force. The Army Air Force
would not become independent until 1947, though planning for an independent Air Force
began at the end of World War 1.

Attachés stationed at foreign embassies were usually intelligence specialists tasked
with specific duties for their service’s intelligence cperations. They coordinated military
matters with the foreign military and engaged in ceremonial duties involving the embassy.
The Army attache was known as the military attaché.

The U.S. Force European Theater (USFET) in Frankfurt, Germany, handled all U.S.
military matters in the European Theater including the U.S. elements assigned to Allied
commands.

Gen. Carl A. Spaatz served as Air Force chief of staff from 1946 to 1948 during its
transition to independence and in the formative years.

Lt. Gen. Ira C. Eaker was deputy commander of the Army Air Force during General
Spaatz's tenure. He was sometimes referred to by his initials ICE.

Maj. Gen. Stephen J. Chamberlin, Army assistant chief of staff for intelligence, was in
1946 considered the superior to the AAF Intelligence staff.

Maj. Gen. George C. McDonald, Assistant Chief of Air Staff for Intelligence, served on
Gen. Spaatz’s staff and later as the USAF Director of Intelligence. His program for
establishing postwar air intelligence was adopted by Gen. Arnold.

Gen. Curtis E. LeMay in 1946 was the AAF deputy chief of staff for research and
development.

Gen. Earle Everard Partridge was assistant chief of the air staff for operations during
this period. .

Maj. Gen. Clayton L. Bissell was the military attaché in London at this time. He was
highly respected in Air Force intelligence.

Gen. Otto P. Weyland was assistant chief of staff for planning in 1946.

Col. Howard H. McCoy, chief of intelligence at Air Materiel Command at Wright Field,
signed much of the official correspondence for the first official UFC investigation, Project
Sign.

Col. William H. Clingerman was McCoy's deputy. He also personally investigated
some early UFO cases.

lests of some 100 rockets ot the V-2 type. The military
attaché in Stockholm reported that a Swedish source iden-
tified Dago Island, Peenemiinde, and Parkkala in Finland as
possible launch sites, while the naval attaché in Stockholm
had information from the naval and military attachés in
Poland that Leba on the Polish coast was the source.
British intelligence, which sent a mission to Sweden on
another matter. told the Americans that they had come up
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Fig. 2. Memo to the President from Col. E. K. Wright,
executive to Director of Central Intelligence Lt. Gen.
Hovt Vandenberg, August 1, 1946,

with no new information.
The attachés had trouble obtaining GR sighting reports

because most Scandinavian countries had some type of

press censorship in effect.

On August 19, the military attaché in Moscow reported
on the visit of Maj. S. Wennerstroen of the Swedish Royal
Air Force. Wennerstroen revealed that radar indicated that
the source was in the vicinity of Peenemiinde, and he
thought that the V-1 was not involved. The rockets ap-
peared to be radio-controlled. carried no warheads, were
self-destructive, and were plotted over a range of 1,000

kilometers. Generally the rockets entered from the south
and moved north. Sometimes they were on zigzag courses.

The same day, a series of questions from the U.S.
occupation force in Japan concerning the GRs arrived at
Washington. The reply contained a summary of the infor-
mation to date.

On August 22, Van-
denberg submitted another
memorandum for the Presi-
dent to Adm. William D.
Leahy, head of the Joint Chiefs
ol Staff. who forwarded it to
the White House the next day.
It contained the same infor-
mation, with an additional re-
port from Leopoldville radio
in July that the Soviets had
warned shipping in the Baltic
against passage through cer-
tain areas: The Soviels were
threatening death to seamen
who might disclose “phenomena” they witnessed.

During the next few days the natural-gas rocket fuel
search report was discredited. Similarly, no confirmation
could be found for Wennerstroen's information. Several
reports leaked to the British press about the British mission
and a Swedish request for radar equipment, which embar-
rassed the neutral Swedes.

On August 24, the military attaché in Sweden pointed
out some problems with the entire GR scenario. Perhaps, he
theorized, the whole thing was “an unintentioned hoax™
exploited to fatten Western defense budgets. The attaché
reasoned that GRs either represented nothing new or were
the Swedes™ own missiles, but the reports became an unin-
tentional hoax when the Swedes let the press reports con-
tinue without clarification. However. the hoax story put the
Swedes in an uncomfortable position as Cold War tensions
escalated, though it was also recognized that some evidence
pointed to mispeceived observations of meteors. The attache
cited what he thought was evidence for his accidental-hoax
theory. Forone thing, he noted. the Swedes had not recalled
either their Air Defense or Defense Research Institute
personnel who were supposedly studying fragments from
their summer vacations. The Swedes offered no physical
evidence of rocket crashes or explosions, though they
claimed that such evidence was being analyzed.

The same day, the Commander of Naval Forces in

William D. Leahy

Europe wrote to the naval attaché in Oslo concerning
missiles that had supposedly landed in Norway. This secret
letter informed the attaché that the navy was very interested
in the missiles and recovery of same. It pointed out, how-
ever, that no naval equipment was available and any invi-
tation for recovery personnel would probably require ap-
proval by political authorities.

Gen. McNarney of USFET laid out his reasons why
Peenemiinde was the probable source of the GRs. He cited
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