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Too cr,osn FoR CoxooN:
Crosn ExcouxrERs oF Trm  rsKrND

sy MIcHerl D. Swonos

ost readers of /UR are familial with thc
Condon Committee, the U.S. Air Force-
sponsored: ' tudy of  I  FO\ r l  thc Unircrr i t l
olColorado in l967-68. We'fe aware of the

intellectual dishonesty of the principal investigator in his
conclusions and the damagc this clid to ourfield in the ranks
of science. This was the primary sin of commission of the
project. But there were also many sins of ornission. One
especially glaring one was thc failure to investigate cases
pointing toward phenomena that we now call abductions, or
close encounters of the fourth kind.

The comrnittee was composcd of intell igent mer who
were largely ignolant ofthe UFO phenomenon ald had been
suddenly dunped into a chaos of UFO activity roiled by the
1966 flap. One aspect of that f lap was the publication of the
Bctty and Barney Hil l case.

This case became one ofthe most famous and spectacu-
lal cases in UFO histoly. The Condon Committee knew of
it but apparently neverconsidered an i lvestigation. Pe[haps
it wns considered an old case. oDe ol lhc type that Pr(iect
Director Ed Condon very much wanted to steer clear of.
Perhaps it was thal cvcn the plo-UFO consultants, such as
Donald Keyhoe ancl his National Investigttions Comntittee
on Aerial Phenomena, cast a wary and generally disapprov-
ing eye on any such claim smacking ol contact. Perhaps it
was just too weild to risk taking seriously. Whatever the
reasons, Colorado looked the other way on thc Hil l case.

Tnn ScrununR rNvESTrcArroN

The only "contact" case as they were labeled then the
project investigated was that ofpolice Sgt. HerbertSchirmer,
in Ashland, Nebraska. It occurred on Decembcr'3, 1967.
during the project, andsinceitwas in a nearby statc, the case
was hard to completely ignole. The committee investigated
the incident approximately one week later.

The init ial repoft, despite being written by the notori-
ously overly skeptical Roy Craig, was generally supportive.
Sti l l , the language reveals Craig to have been a mule with all
hooves filn.rly dug into the ground and resisting. Here is an

Micluel D. Su,ortls is pro;fessor emeritus ol tlrc Environ-
mental hlstitute, l(estern M ichigan Unive '.Jitl, Ktlameaoo.

exampJe concerning Schilmer's polygraph tcst: "The poly-
graph reportedly showed no indications that the UFO report
was other than truthful." Why not write instead, "The
polygraph resuhs indicated that all of Schirmer's answers
were truthful"? A small point, possibly. but comments l ike
lhis arc l itt le f lags which say that Colorado doesn't want to
take this sort of thing seriously.

Schilmer's was seen as a psychological case from the
beginning. Maybe some people wilJ obiect to this irteryre-
tatior, but it becomes clear if you rcad thc Condon
Committee's original documcnts, as I have. The investiga-
tol 's imnediately waDtcd to run him through a huge battery
oI psychological assessment tests, looking fbr evidence of
mental dysfunction and a poor grasp of leality. The tests
were conducted and cvalurted by people who knew that this
man had claimed to have been on board a UFO. The concLr
sion was "psychopathy and schizophrenia," an astonishingly
extreme verdict ifyou colsider the positive comments aboLlt
Schinnel made by projcct pclsonncl and consultants.

Here are some examples:
"Patrolman Schirmer is dependable and truthful."

Asl ttntl Police Chial BilIWlasthin.
"Thc patrolman secncd quitc sinccr-e in prcscnting his

report." -C ontlon investigdtor Rol Craig.
"Sgt. Schirmer gave the appearance of being pleasant

and cooperative... . He presents himself as aconscientious
policeman who has a sixth sense or intuit ion about crime
deteclioll; he also secmcd to gain satisfaction from the
occasional need for violence in his work, although he spoke
favol?bly about the use of Mace."-Leo Sprinklc, culletl in
to do hypno.sis ott Schinner (a dfficttlt ta.sk since Stltirrner
w,os a yer\ mqcllo gLtj, at t\pe who resi.rts being tnntrclled).

Atter characterizing Schinner in the most negative
terms 1br sevelal paragraphs, the Colorado psychological
assessors said, "With agglession, his reality testing is mar-
ginalto good, and, in view ofotherthings, often surprisingly
good.." Robert Fenner ond Deon Luntl.

Perhaps the patrolmar's excitement at the violent side
ofhis profession is all i t takes to give one the designation of
"psychopath." If so, I have known a large number of such
people in both law enforcement and the militaly (and athlet-
ics and evcn boardrooms). Maybe mostofus arepsychopaths.
One facetiously wonders whcther wc can also be legiti-
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