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ARGENTINA: Neuquen Province, 
August 22, 1978. An oval-shaped 
translucent object, ringed by a halo of 
light flew silently over the Andes 
Mountains in a 300-mile path, result­
ing in numerous consistent descrip­
tions. 
SOURCE: Brief Detroit Free Press (AP) 
story, Nov. 22, 1978. 

AUSTRIA: Vienna, June 26 (or 27). 
Around 11 PM, the 77-year old 
mother of a prominent Austrian TV 
commentator was dazzled by a white 
rotating globe of light on a rooftop 
terrace across from her inner house 
court. The light form appeared to be 
breaking into pieces which fell down. 
Then a spotlight cone moved along 
the gutter of the terrace from left to 
right toward the light form, and all 
was darkness again. Clear sky, one 
minute duration; no residue was 
found on the terrace nor electrical 
defects noted. . 
SOURCE: Ernst Berger, Austrian Abstracts, 
Nov. 25, 1978. 

AUSTRALIAN UFO STATISTICS-
1977 

A summary of statistics for last 

(Trace only: 1.1 %) 
CE III: 1.1% 

Compare these with IUR's 1977 U.S. 
figures: 
NL: 67.4% 
DO: 20.5% 
RV: 0% 
CE I: 6.0% 
CE II: 2.4% 
CE III: 3.6% 

The Australians use a less strict 
Close Encounter definition here, with 
43% of the CEs being over 250 
meters away. 7.2% of the unknowns 
involved noises of totally varied 
types. Pure white was the favored 
color with 35% incidence, followed 
by orange with 11 %. A broad range 
of occupations was noted for both 
UFOs and IFOs, with housewives 
and students leading the lists, as in 
IUR's cases. Virtually all of the UFOs 
were seen during clear (or scattered 
cloud) sky conditions. Witness quan­
tities were as follows: 
Single witness: 40% 
Two witnesses: 30% 
Multiple witnesses: 30% 

The peak month was May; remem­
bering that the seasons are reversed 

MALAYSIA: at sea, August 23. P. A. 
Hadden on board the tanker M. V. 
Ficus 260 miles from the Malacca 
Straits watched an elongated triangle 
formation of lights moving in from 60 
degrees above the NE horizon at 8:04 
PM. When they reached 75 degrees, 
close to straight up, the lights 
suddenly stopped. The sailor estimated 
them to be 100 miles high, as if he was 
watching satellites. The light in the 
rear right continued moving in the 
same direction (opposite the ship's 
motion and off to its left) at great 
speed, disappearing into the night. The 
light in the rear left shifted over to 
occupy the position vacated in the 
formation by the first I ight to leave. 
After five seconds of holding still, it 
shot back to the left again and departed 
at high speed. The remaining light 
(formerly in the lead of the formation) 
rushed forward after a couple of 
seconds, following the same path as 
the first light to shoot forward. Total 
duration of sighting: 1 minute, 20 
seconds. Clear sky, with light scattered 
clouds 10 miles in the distance. 
SOURCE: Direct from witness. 

FOREIGN FORUM 
This is a representative sampling of UFO slghtings obtained from around the world . While we cannot exert the same degree of control 
over these cases as domestic ones , It Is at least of value to see that the same characteristics are reported for the phenomenon abroad 
as in the U.S. 

year's Australian UFO cases has 
been published by the Australian Co­
ordination Section of the Center for 
UFO Studies, which notes that the 
absolute numbers and percentages 
of IFOs and UFOs have been quite 
steady for three years. They are 
based on 427 reports received from 
all over the country (except the 
Northern Territory, and Victoria 
which has yet to contribute final 
figures). The reports contributed to 
ACOS broke down as follows: 
UFOs: 23% 
POSSIBLE UFOs: 16% 
IFOs: 57% 
STILL UNDER 
INVESTIGATION: 4% 

One reason for the larger UFO turn­
out is that only 60% of ACOS's input 
comes through direct contact; the 
rest is from "pre-screened" sources 
like the news media. IUR's statistics 
reflect a heavy "raw" sighting input. 
The UFO sightings broke down as: 
NL: 69.9% 
DO: 6.5% 
RV: 1.1% 
CE I: 14.1 % 
CE II: 6.5% 

in the Southern Hemisphere makes 
this month odd as it's a cold one. 
ACOS noted that the peak months 
have been changing from year to year 
and "there is probably no real pattern 
here". 

Males in the 31-40 age group pre­
dominated this year as UFO wit­
nesses. This section was one of the 
lowest for their identifieds. 

MADAGASCAR: Port Dauphin, Aug­
ust 21, 1978. The Interior Ministry 
said that a UFO had crashed and ex­
ploded in the marketplace of Port 
Dauphin. Radio Madagascar said the 
cigar-shaped form lit up the whole 
town before plunging groundward. 
Local people rushed from their beds to 
put out the flames and no casualties 
were reported. No information is 
available on any wreckage. 
SOURCE: The Melbourne Herald, Australia 
aug. 22, 1978. 
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NORWAY: Nurmijarvi, August 3, 
1978. At 7 :20 PM, a 50-year old 
engineer, his wife and 14-year old 
daughter were driving toward town at 
50 m.p.h. with the sun still shining 
very low to their right rear. A six-foot 
oval with clear black contours and a 
light-colored center flew silently across 
the front of their car from right to 
left in 5 to 10 seconds and vanished. 
No EM effects were noted. 
SOURCE: Suomen Ufotutkijat ry, Nov. 
1978. 

PORTUGAL: Lisbon, August 30, 
1978. Dozens of citizens reported 
seeing a large round object with bright 
red and white lights that flew about 
200 yards above the ground. Calls 
were made to the national radio late at 
night; a news-caster commented, "being 
visited by ships from outer space 
makes us more cosmopolitan and helps 
our entry into Europe (the European 
Common Market}." 
SOURCE: Oshkosh Daily Northwestern 
(UP/), Aug. 31, 1978. 



The scene is Conference Room 4 at 
the United Nations. It is Nov. 27, 
1978. Seated along curved long con­
centric circular desks are many of the 
delegates of the 147 Member States 
of the United Nations, comprising 
the UN Special Political Committee. 
Each delegate is at his assigned 
place marked by his country's 
name-Seychelles, Japan, Mexico, 
France, Tanzania, and so on. And 
each is listening, with earphones, to 
the speaker addressing the micro­
phone at the desk of the Grenada 
mission . The speaker's words are 
being simultaneously translated into 
five major languages, and each 
delegate has his earphones switched 
to the appropriate language channel. 

Now this would be an impressive 
and memorable experience for any­
one seeing this for the first time, and 
even more memorable for one invited 
to speak to this assemblage for the 

first time ... but on this occasion it 
was especially memorable . . . even 
historic. The delegates were lis­
tening to a serious exposition on 
UFOs!! 

Such a presentation would have 
been almost unthinkable a decade 
ago. Unidentified Flying Objects 
discussed at the United Nations? 
Impossible! But it was actually 
happening! 

Three invited speakers were 
scheduled for that morning: Dr. 
Hynek, Dr. Vallee, and Lt. Col. 
Coyne, in that order. This was 
followed by a short presentation of 
UFO film footage. Then, after lunch, 
the meeting continued. A letter from 
former astronaut Gordon Cooper was 
read (Cooper had been invited for the 
morning presentation but was unable 
to attend). Cooper's opinions ex­
pressed in the letter were so positive 
that of all the proceedings, only this 
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was highlighted in the Press. Stan­
ton Friedman then asked to be heard. 
The texts of the invited, prepared 
papers are presented in full in this 
issue. 

As exciting as all this may seem to 
those deeply interested in progress 
in UFO studies, one must not get too 
elated or worked up about all this. 
There are some who have felt: "Now 
we're really getting someplace. The 
United Nations is going to set up a 
special department or Commission 
to do UFO research". It would be 
delightful if the United Nations, in 
view of the global nature of the UFO 
phenomenon, would at least be able 
to facilitate the exchange of informa­
tion on UFOs between countries and 
make scientific investigations done 
in one country easily and quickly 
available to those in other countries. 

While it is conceivable that some­
thing like that might happen much 



farther down the road, the situation 
at present is by no means all that 
rosy. As explained below, how rosy it 
might become depends almost en­
tirely on how citizens of various 
countries contribute, not money, but 
effort in calling to the attention of 
their own Ministries of Foreign 
Affairs the scope of the UFO phe­
nomenon in their own countries. 

Nonetheless, a major forward step 
has been taken. The very fact that 
UFOs were introduced on the floor of 
the United Nations to the delegates 
of the Special Political Committee is 
of historic significance in the long 
run. As you will see, all three of the 
papers presented were well thought 
out and seriously delivered. The 
delegates could not have helped but 
notice the sincerity and the quali­
fications of the participants. 

The occasion was undoubtedly far 
more exciting to the participants 
than to the listeners . .. or at least so 
it seemed. To the delegates this was 
probably just another of the many 
talks about the many topics that 
come to the attention of the Special 
Political Committee. Still, they were 
attentive, and it would be most inter­
esting to know what the various dele­
gates transmitted back to their res­
pective governments. 

We shall have some feedback on 
this at a later time. These delegates, 
if so instructed by their own govern­
ments, will report to the Outer Space 
Affairs Division of the UN Secretariat 
[this is not to be confused with the 
UN Committee on the Peaceful Uses 
of Outer Space, sometimes just 
called the Outer Space Committee. 
This is an inter-governmental group; 
the Outer Space Affairs Division is a 
part of the Secretariat of the UN 
itself]. Dr. Lubos Perek, Chief of the 
Outer Space Affairs Division, will 
then prepare a report for the CPUOS 
scheduled for June 1979, based on 
whatever reports are received from 
the various governments. The gist of 
the report wi II be presented to the 
General Assembly of the United 
Nations as a part of the report of the 
OSAD to that body when it convenes 
next fall. 

Clearly, if any positive action is to 
be expected, it will come only if the 
Outer Space Affairs Division report is 
one that calls for action. This can 
only happen if the Ministries of 
Foreign Affairs in each country are 
prodded into real action by those 
interested in the UFO phenomenon 
to make these groups aware of UFO 
activity and investigations in their 
respective countries, and particularly 
what interest is taken by scientific 
groups. Thus, the French delegation 
should present a strong report be­
cause of the work of GEPAN (see 

IUR, Feb. '78) and it can be hoped 
that strong reports from Italy, 
Mexico, Brazil, Argentina and Chile 
will be received before the June 
deadline. 

Left to itself, little if any action can 
be expected from the United Nations 
in this matter. There is a strong 
tendency to let sleeping dogs lie 
unless the dog gets mad and bites 
them. The delegates to the Special 
Political Committee and the Outer 
Space Affairs Division will be ex­
tremely busy with other matters, 
notably the matter of nuclear power 
stations in space. Unless emphat­
ically prodded, nothing will of itself 
be done. Actually, it has been 
learned from rei iable sources that the 
delegates addressed on Nov. 27 are 
reluctant to become involved in the 
UFO subject. They must, however, 
follow instructions from their res­
pective governments which in turn 
will take their leads from the pres­
sures put upon them. Those inter­
ested in seeing the United Nations 
take positive action MUST therefore 
communicate with their own govern-

ments, addressing their letters and 
data to the Ministry of Foreign Af­
fairs. Addresses of the Foreign 
Ministries of the countries in which 
IUR has subscribers are listed in this 
issue. 

It is discouraging that no one at 
the United Nations appears willing to 
move on this matter with the enthusi­
astic exception of Grenada, whose 
Prime Minister, Sir Eric Gairy, first 
brought up the matter in the General 
Assembly some three years ago. 

We emphasize: the critical dead­
line is this coming June when reports 
from member countries are due in the 
offices of the Outer Space Affairs 
Division. If the consensus of these 
reports is that the UFO phenomenon 
is of significant interest and poten­
tial value to the peoples of the world, 
then the United Nations will be obli­
gated to take positive action. 

So then, readers everywhere-­
Contact the delegation of your own 
government through the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and make yourself 
heard! Here are the addresses: 

HERE'S WHERE IUR READERS CAN WRITE 
THE UNITED NATIONS TO HELP SUPPORT 

RESOLUTION: 

All UFO ideas, Information and research proposals have to be submitted to your 
respective governments prior to the May 31 deadline. It would be a good idea to 
preface your letter "RE: UNITED NATIONS UFO RESOLUTION", and offer a re­
m inder that your material is ultimately targeted toward Secretary-General Kurt 
Waldheim. IUR's calls to a number of UN consulates revealed a woeful lack of ac­
quaintance with the terms of the resolution. 

IN THE UNITED STATES: 
John Ward 
IO-UNP 
RM.6328 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

IN CANADA: 
Department of External Affairs 
125 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario KIAOG2 

IN THE UNITED KINGDOM: 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office 
London, S.W.1 

IN MEXICO: 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Avenlda Nonoalco 
Mexico City 

IN FRANCE: 
Minister des Affalres Etrangeres 
57 Boulevard des Invalides 
Paris 70007 

IN ITALY: 
Mlnistero Affari Esterl 
Via Veneto 
Roma 
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IN SPAIN: 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Plaza de la Provincia 
#1 
Madrid 

IN GERMANY: 
Auswaertiges Amt 
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 
Adenauer Allee 
5300 
Bonn 

IN AUSTRALIA: 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Rm . L121 
Parliament House 
Canberra, A.C.T. 2601 

IN BRAZIL: 
Ministerio das Relacoes Exteriores 
Palacio Itamaraty 
Brazllia, OF 

IN JAPAN: 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
2 Kasumigaseki 
2-Chome 
Chlyoda-ku, Tokyo 


