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EDITORIAL

by Dr. J. Allen
Hynek

We are tired of being behind
schedule ... and you are too, prob-
ably. And so, by a simple wave of the
magic wand, we shall become cur-
rent. This issue, as you will note, is
July , 1979. What has happened to
Jan-Jun, the missing six months?
The material for those months exists,
and continues to be worked on. It will
be included in this and following
issues. But this issue is current for
the current cases, with, of course,
the obvious lag caused by proc-
essing. Therefore, in this issue you
have the “UFO-IFO Map” for Sept,
1978, and we also have backlog
material stemming from “the gap”.
Obviously we can’t put all of it in at
once, but before long it will all have
been included, and so nothing will
have been lost, and we shall be
current.

Of course, subscribers will have
their subscriptions extended by six
months, and so nothing will be lost
there, except some revenue for us!
But the renewal rates have been
exceedingly gratifying, and it looks
as though IUR is here to stay. The
more subscriptions, however, the
more research we can do, and the
more pages we can include...so we
beseech each subscriber to think of
someone (it should be very easy) to
whom the IUR would be of interest
and value. How about your local
school, so that the school kids can
have responsible information instead
of the sensational junk they get in
the tabloid press and the like. Or how
about friends’ birthdays . . . and well,
Christmas is still time off yet, but
you can think about it!

No need to worry about the
Jan-Jun gap. No real time has been
lost. It reminds me of the time Parlia-
ment, in 1752, passed a law that two
weeks would be skipped from the
calendar. This was in order to bring
the old Julian calendar into line with

(cont. on back page)
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His films were generally shot out of the window on the right;
one shot shows the meter pictured on the panel below the
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This is a representative sampling of UFO sightings obtained from around the world. While we cannot exert the same degree of control
over these cases as domestic ones, it is at least of value to see that the same characteristics are reporfed for the phenomenon abroad

as in the U.S.

THE NEW ZEALAND UFO FILMS
PART |I: Description of the Event

Within ten weeks of the disap-
pearance of Australian pilot Fred
Valentich, New Zealand attracted its
share of worldwide attention with a
New Year's Eve radar-visual-movie
film UFO case. It inspired the Royal
New Zealand Air Force to prepare to
scramble one or two Skyhawk
fighter-bombers 24 hours later if the
Wellington airport radar picked up
more positive sightings of UFOs. The
RNZAF also ordered one of its patrol
aircraft to cruise all night along the
coast and remain in contact with a
Wellington airport.

Members of the Australian news
team that shot the film brought the

original film to the U.S.on January 8,
which was studied by UFO re-
searcher and optical physicist, Dr.
Bruce Maccabee. On January 28,
Maccabee travelled to New Zealand
for 10 days, where he interviewed 7 of
the 8 witnesses involved. He also
spoke with the RNZAF officer who
directed the official NZ government
investigation. The officer suppor-
ted an “unusual atmospheric
conditions” conclusion and ruled out
a secret military maneuver hypothe-
sis. Maccabee visited the scientists
of the Dept. of Scientific Industrial
Research (DSIR) who conducted the
actual investigation, only to discover
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that they had only spoken with the
pilot, co-pilot, and an ATC controller
_ .. and hadn't even looked at the
film! Maccabee showed them a copy
and they acted interested, but they
informed him of an experiment con-
ducted several nights after the film-
ing with an Air Force Orion aircraft.
Several “solid” targets were seen on
radar and the Orion was guided to the
various locations, but each time it
got there, it only encountered turbu-
lence. Nothing was ever seen by the
crew. Maccabee then returned to the
U.S. and discussed his findings with
a variety of interested researchers,
including Dr. Richard Haines, Dr.



Peter Sturrock, Dr. James Harder,
Neil Davis, Brad Sparks, Stanton
Friedman, Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Allan
Hendry, Dr. Gilbert Levin and others.
Then a press conference was con-
ducted in New York City on March 26
by the Australian TV station; it
included Dr. Maccabee, Dr. Hynek
and Jack Acuff of NICAP. Unfor-
tunately, the news media were pre-
occupied that day by the signing of
the Middle East peace treaty, though
even the New York Times ran a short
article on the case.

Most of the following reconstruc-
tion of events, then, is based on
information obtained during Bruce
Maccabee’s exhaustive investigation.
Supplementary material was con-
tributed by Paul Norman in Australia,
Rocky Wood in New Zealand, Peter
Tomikawa, Richard Haines and John
Prytz of the Australian Coordination
Section of the Center for UFO
Studies. But first, we must look at a
forgotten aspect of this entire event .
. . .the original radar-visual sighting
that preceeded this sighting by ten
days, and caused the TV film crew to
be in the right place at the right time.

THE DECEMBER 21st SIGHTING

North
Island

ZEALAND

South
Island

Christchurch

Indeed, the film crew would never
have followed that route armed with
sensitive color film if they hadn’t
gone out to cover the UFO expe-
rience of another pair of Argosy
planes that also flew along the coast
in the early morning hours of Decem-
ber 21. As with the New Year's Eve
flight, these Argosy freighters be-
longed to Safe-Air, Ltd.; Argosy 1
took off from Blenheim at 12: 35 AM
and headed south on a dog-leg route
toward Christchurch that would fol-
low the eastern coast of the South
Island. On board were Captain John
Randle, 45, a pilot for 28 years, and
First Officer Keith Heine, 32. In
Wellington, Senior Radar Controller
John Cordy, 45, and Precision Talk-
down Controller, Andy Herd, were
awaiting the arrival of an Air New
Zealand DC-8. As the plane flew
toward the coast at 220 knots, the
two-man crew saw an intensely-
bright white light, “too powerful to
be a vehicle’s headlamps”, Capt.
Randle said. He could see land fea-
tures lit up underneath it as it slowly
passed. Randle and Heine were only
mildly curious, so they didn’t radio in

Australian reporter Quentin Fogarty, Dr. J. Allen Hynek and Dr. Bruce Maccabee appeared on
NBC’s TODAY show the day of the press conference.

the sighting.

Meanwhile, radar men Cordy and
Herd in Wellington were alerted by
Flight Services Officer Bill Frame at
the Blenheim control. On his first
night on the job, he was reporting
three lights that were ‘“‘much
brighter” than landing lights off Cape
Campbell; one of them appeared to
emit a ‘“shaft of light”. Cordy
acknowledged seeing mysterious
blips on the scope earlier, but they
ignored them. On radar, they saw five
targets moving up and down the
coast south of them in a 16-km
(10-mile) quadrant over the sea. Herd
phoned the Kelburn Meteorological
Office to see if any weather balloons
were launched, only to be told that
the only one had burst a few minutes
earlier. The RNZAF had nothing in
the air to account for the strong
blips, either. One signal in particular
at 3 AM moved like an aircraft at 120
knots off Cape Campbell, then
stopped and hovered for half an hour
80 km SE of Wellington. Wellington
called the Christchurch radar facility
about the strong echoes and they
picked them up, too.

The five other lights continued to
move about within their quadrant,
and one more appeared inland. At
3:30 AM, Argosy 2 took off from
Blenheim, adopting the same flight
path of the previous plane. On board
were Capt. Vern Powell, 55, with
18,000 hours of flight time, and co-
pilot lan Pirie, 31; they were told
they might be asked to investigate
some unidentified radar returns.
When they were 2000 meters high
and climbing to 3200 meters, Cordy
asked the plane if they could see
anything 20 km to their right (star-
board). “We couldn’t see a thing,”
Powell said, “then within a matter of
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seconds, we were asked to check for
a sighting 40 km to port.” Pirie
spotted a bright white light with an
intermittent reddish tinge above
them and to their left, changing hue
back and forth noticeably.

The Argosy came level with the
light when they reached 3200 meters
(10,000 feet) and their onboard
weather radar revealed it was several
kilometers away. At Wellington, the
radar controllers noted that the un-
identified target had hovered motion-
lessly until the plane caught up with
it; then it started pacing the plane at
a distance of 37 km to the east.
Visually, Powell said that the light
remained in the same position rela-
tive to them. It would disappear into
clouds occasionally and reappear.
“I've been flying since 1944, and |
know a star or a planet when | see
one. This wasn’t anything I've seen
before.” Wellington considered
having him move in for a closer look
but they were authorized to request a
flight diversion only on search and
rescue operations ‘“because some-
one has to pay the costs involved”
and Powell wasn’t anxious to delay
his company’s cargo. Cordy, a con-
troller with 26 years of experience,
said the blips were at least as big and
as solid as the Argosy. The Argosy 2,
having watched the light for 10-12
minutes, changed course 60° to star-
board, and the light lagged behind
and disappeared. Wellington lost it
from their screens soon after.

As Argosy 2 approached Christ-
church, near Motunau lIsland, the
plane’s weather radar picked up a
fast-moving signal off Banks Penin-
sula shooting across its flight path.
“We got a visual sighting as it
passed”, Powell said. “lIt was a
bright, flashing white light, almost



like a strobe.” It shot past their bow,
traversing 24 km in five seconds—
or 10,000 m.p.h.! Then it veered

sharply to the right and disappeared.
Christchurch couldn’t see this on
radar as they have a blind spot there,
40 km seaward from the city. A Dr. J.
G. Tees of Amberley claims to have
seen the light as well.

Captain Vern Powell in the Argosy cockpit

Now Capt. Randle’s Argosy 1 left
Christchurch flying northbound for
Auckland. As they approached the
Clarence River area, they spotted the
five objects still offshore at about 50
km range. He saw them as white/
amber lights, four times the strength
of landing lights, reflecting off the

water. They passed 16 km south of
them, an estimated 150 meters above
the sea. The Argosy completed an
orbit above the objects before it re-
turned to its course north. Finally,
the Argosy 1 saw three targets on
radar that suggested ships; the crew
saw them visually by their lights

Air Traffic Controllers John Cordy and Andy
Herd, involved in the Dec. 21 event.

afterwards, but were puzzled by the
presence of “ships” that would be
big enough (1000 tons) to show up on
their weather radar yet be in such un-
safe coastal waters.

Melbourne’s TV station Channel O
(“OH”) decided to run a news story
on Capt. Powell’s experience, so it
commissioned a reporter and a film
crew to obtain some relevant footage
for visual purposes. Australian re-
porter Quentin Fogarty pursued this
project by boarding a four-engine,
turbo prop Argosy freighter which
was making its standard Saturday
night-Sunday morning newspaper
delivery run from Blenheim to Well-
ington to Christchurch and back.
Also on board were the pilot, Captain
Bill Startup, the co-pilot, Robert
Guard, cameraman David Crockett,
and his wife Ngaire (“NAY-ree”), who
operated the tape recorder . . . five
witnesses in all.

The weather, as noted by the film
crew, was excellent for flying, with
no noticeable departure from a stan-
dard temperature lapse rate from
ground level to 14,000 feet. There
were low clouds over Wellington,
with visibility about 60 km over the
sea. Winds at cruising altitude
(14,000’) were from the west at 10-15
knots maximum. Atmospheric con-
ditions were sufficiently steady to
allow operation with automatic pilot
and automatic height control (which
is pressure-sensitive). Wellington
radar showed no noticeable inversion
effects.

See the technical detail sections
for more information on the Welling-
ton radar facility, the movie camera
and film used and the weather con-
ditions.

TECHNICAL DATA

WELLINGTON
TOWER RADAR

TYPE: Marconi 264, 50 cm (587 MHz), 500 kilo-
watts.

MTI (Moving Target Indicator) CAPABILITY:
Targets with radial velocities in excess of 15
knots are detected in the MTI mode with phase
shift and digital scan summing electronics.
Observations on known targets with and with-
out the MTI processing indicate that the MTI
improves the sensitivity of the system. Strong
targets in the MTI mode may be weak or even
non-existent in the normal mode.

PULSE REPETITION RATE: automatically
varied among six frequencies averaging
500/sec.

PULSE DURATION: 2.7 microseconds.
ROTATION RATE: 12 sec/revolution.
AZIMUTHAL BEAMWIDTH: 2.1° + 0.2°
ANTENNA GAIN: 30 dB over a dipole
POLARIZATION: horizontal

ABSOLUTE DISTANCE ACCURACY: 1% of
full scale

RELATIVE DISTANCE ACCURACY: (set by
blip size on the display) about 1 mile on the
maximum range.
MAXIMUM RANGE:
10,000 ft.
ANTENNA HEIGHT: about 1700 ft. above sea
level

UPWARD TILT OF THE CENTER OF THE
TRANSMITTED LOBE: about 4° (no height

150 nautical miles at

resolution—surface targets are detected for
30-50 miles).

DISPLAY: 12" diameter PPl with 10-mile range
rings on the 150-mile range.

CHRISTCHURCH
TOWER RADAR

TYPE: Marconi 264, 50 cm, 50 kw

MT!I CAPABILITY: Similar to Wellington, but
not as sophisticated
MAXIMUM RANGE:
10,000 ft.
ANTENNA HEIGHT: about 120 ft. above sea
level

UPWARD TILT OF THE TRANSMITTED LOBE:
Cone of invisibility extending outward from
the antenna which rises at a rate of 100
ft/mile. Targets cannot be seen beneath it
under ordinary atmospheric conditions.

AIRPLANE WEATHER RADAR—
used on northbound trip only

TYPE: M.E.L. Equipment Co., E190 Series, 3
cm (9375 MHz), 15 kw

MIT CAPABILITY: none

OPERATING MODE: “map mode”, a fan-
shaped beam extending from 3° to about 15°
below the aircraft’s “horizon”

AZIMUTHAL SWEEP RANGE: + about 50°
from straight ahead

SWEEP RATE: about 3 sec. per cycle

100 nautical miles at

PULSE REPETITION RATE: 400/sec.

PULSE DURATION: 2.2 microseconds
BEAMWIDTH: 3.5°

RANGE: 150, 50, 20 miles (used on 20-mile
range)

DISPLAY: sector display with 5-mile range
rings and 15° azimuth markings

MOVIE CAMERA

TYPE: Bolex H16, EBM Electric 16-mm reflex
movie camera. Operated at 24 frames/sec. on
the southbound flight and 10 frames/sec. on
the northbound trip. Rotating shutter disc in
front of film plane with a 160° opening.
LENSES: Vario-Switar zoom lens, 16-100 mm
at f/1.9, used on the flight south. A Sun
Macro-Zoom, 80-240 mm lens was also used at
f/4 on the return leg. The latter was found to
be out of adjustment; at full zoom, objects at
“infinity”” were actually in focus at the “15
feet” setting. This meant that distant objects
(like the lights) were out of focus when the
lens ring was set at infinity. This serves to
explain why one section of film shows a large
dim image which contracts to a brighter, much
smaller form, which then returns to adim large
defocused form. This form is accompanied by
an apparent symmetry inversion of the
defocused image.

FILM: Fujicolor type 8425, 16-mm, ASA 400
color reversal film. Standard development was
used.







