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THE NEW ZEALAND UFO FILMS
The Complete IUR Report
Part I

THREE UFOS SELECTED FROM 55 U.S. CASES:
May l5-June 14

UFO BACKLOG:
18 UFOs from Sept. to Oct. 14

HYNEK COMMENTS ON BRAZILIAN UFOLOGY

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION HAS BEEN EXTENDED
SIX MONTHS BY DATE-READ THE EDITORIAL!
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THE NEW ZEALAND UFO FILMS
PART l: DescriPtion of the Event

Withln ten weeks of the dlsaP-
oearance of Australian Pllot Fred
liientich, New Zealand attracted lts
share of worldwide attention wlth a
New Year's Eve radar-visual-movle
iifm UfO case. lt insplred the Royal
New Zealand Air Force to Prepare to
scramble one or two Skyhawk
fighter-bombers 24 hours latsr lf the
Witttngton alrport radar plcked-up
more p-ositlve sigtrttngs of UFOs' The
nruzAr also ordered one of lts patrol
aircraft to cruise all nlght along the
coast and remain in contact wlth a
Wellington alrPort.

Members of the Australian news
team that shot the fllm brought the

orioinal f itm to the U.S. on January 8'
whlch was studied bY UFO re-
searcher and optical physlclst, Dr'
Bruce Maccabee. On January 2E'
U"c"aOe" travelled to New Zealand
ioiio 0"y., where he lntervlewed 7 of
tne I witnesses involved. He also
sooke wlth the RNZAF officer who
airected the officlal NZ government
investlgation. The offlcer suppor-
teo ai  "unusual atmosPh.er lc
c6noitions" conclusion and ruled out
i-secret military maneuver hypothe'
iii. tvtaccaoee iislted the scientlsts
oitne Dept. of Scientific Industrial
Research ioStn) who conducted the
actual investigation, only to discover

that theY had onlY sPoken wlth the
oitot. co-pitot, and an ATG controller
. . . 'and'hadn't even looked at the
film! Maccabee showed them a coPY
and they acted interested, but they
informed him of an exPeriment con-
ducted several nlghts after the fllm-
ino witn an Air Force Orion alrcraft'
Selveral "solld" targets were seen on
iadar and the Orlon was guided to the
various locations, but each time it
oot there, it only encountered turbu-
ience. N6tning was ever seen bY the
crew. Maccabee then returned to the
U.S. and discussed his findlngs wlth
a variety of interested researchers'
includin'g Dr. Richard Haines, Dr'



Peter Sturrock, Dr. James Harder,
Neil Davis, Brad Sparks, Stanton
Friedman, Dr.  J.  Al len Hynek, Al lan
Hendry, Dr. Gilbert Levin and others.
Then a press conference was con-
ducted in New York City on March 26
by the Australian TV station; it
included Dr. Maccabee, Dr. Hynek
and Jack Acuff of NICAP. Unfor-
tunately, the news media were pre-
occupied that day by the signing of
the Middle East peace treaty, though
even the New York Times ran a short
article on the case.

Most of the following reconstruc-
tion of events, then, is based on
information obtained during Bruce
Maccabee's exhaustive i nvesti gation.
Supplementary material was con-
tributed by Paul Norman in Australia,
Rocky Wood in New Zealand, Peter
Tomikawa, Richard Haines and John
Prytz of the Australian Coordination
Sect ion of  the Center for  UFO
Studies. But first, we must look at a
forgotten aspect of this entire event .
. . .the original radar-visual sighting
that preceeded fhrs sighting by ten
days, and caused the TV film crew to
be in the right place at the rlght time.

THE DECEMBER 21SI SIGHTING

Indeed, the film crew would never
have followed that route armed with
sensitive color film if they hadn't
gone out to cover the UFO exPe-
rience of another Pair of ArgosY
planes that also flew along the coast
in the early morning hours of Decem-
ber 21. As with the New Year's Eve
flight, these Argosy freighters be-
longed to Safe-Air, Ltd.; ArgosY 1
took off  f rom Blenheim at 12:35 AM
and headed south on a dog-leg route
toward Christchurch that would fol-
low the eastern coast of the south
lsland. On board were CaPtain John
Randfe, 45, a pilot tor 28 Years, and
First Officer Keith Heine, 32. In
Wellington, Senior Radar Controller
John Cordy, 45, and Precision Talk-
down Controller, AndY Herd, were
awaiting the arrival of an Air New
Zealand DC-8. As the Plane flew
toward the coast at 220 knots, the
two-man crew saw an intenselY-
bright white light, "too powerful to
be a vehicle's headlamPs", CaPt.
Randle said. He could see land fea-
tures lit up underneath it as it slowly
passed. Randle and Heine were onlY
mildly cur ious, so they didn' t  radio in

the sight ing.
Meanwhile, radar men CordY and

Herd in Welllngton were alerted bY
Flight Services Officer Bill Frame at
the Blenheim control .  On his f i rst
night on the job, he was rePorting
three l ights that  were "much
brighter" than landing lights off Cape
Gampbell; one of them aPPeared to
emit  a "shaft  of  l ight" .  CordY
acknowledged seeing myster ious
blips on the scope earlier, but theY
ignored them. On radar, they saw f ive
targets moving up and down the
coast south of them in a 16-km
(1O-mile) quadrant over the sea. Herd
phoned the Kelburn Meteorological
Off ice to qee if any weather balloons
were launched, only to be told that
the only one had burst a few minutes
earl ier.  The RNZAF had nothing in
the air to account for the strong
bl ips, ei ther.  One signal in part icular
at 3 AM moved like an aircraft at 120
knots of f  Cape CamPbel l ,  then
stopped and hovered for half an hour
80 km SE of Wel l ington. Wel l ington
called the Christchurch radar facility
about the strong echoes and theY
picked them up, too.

The five other lights continued to
move about within their quadrant,
and one more appeared inland. At
3:30 AM, Argosy 2 took off from
Blenheim, adopt ing the same f l ight
path of the previous plane. On board
were Capt. Vern Powell, 55, with
18,000 hours of f l ight t ime, and co-
pilot lan Pirie, 31; they were told
they might be asked to investigate
some unident i f ied radar returns.
When they were 2000 meters high
and climbing to 3200 meters, Cordy
asked the plane if they could see
anything 20 km to their right (star-
board). "We couldn't see a thing,"
Powell said, "then within a matter of

Austral lan reporter Quentin Fogarty, Dr. J. Al len Hynek and Dr. Bruce Maccabee appearecl on
NBC's TODAY show the day of the press conference.

seconds, we were asked to check for
a sight ing 40 km to port ."  Pir ie
spotted a br ight white l ight with an
intermit tent  reddish t inge above
them and to their  lef t ,  changing hue
back and forth noticeably.

The Argosy came level with the
light when they reached 3200 meters
(10,000 feet)  and their  onboard
weather radar revealed it was several
ki lometers away. At Wel l ington, the
radar controllers noted that the un-
identified target had hovered motion-
lessly unt i l  the plane caught up with
it; then it started pacing the plane at
a distance of 37 km to the east.
Visual ly,  Powel l  said that the l ight
remained in the same position rela-
t ive to them. l t  would disappear into
clouds occasionally and reappear.
" l 've been f ly ing since 1944, and I
know a star or a planet when I see
one. This wasn't anything I've seen
before."  Wel l ington considered
having him move in for a closer look
but they were authorlzed to request a
flight diversion only on search and
rescue operations "because some-
one has to pay the costs involved"
and Powell wasn't anxious to delay
his company's cargo. Cordy, a con-
troller with 26 years of experience,
said the blips were at least as blg and
as solid as the Argosy. The Argosy 2,
having watched the light tor 1O-12
minutes, changed course 60" to star-
board, and the light lagged behind
and disappeared. Wellington lost it
from their screens soon after.

As Argosy 2 approached Christ-
church, near Motunau ls land, the
plane's weather radar picked up a
fast-moving signal off Banks Penin-
sula shooting across its flight path.
f'We got a visual sighting as it
passed", Powell said. "lt was a
bright,  f lashing white l ight,  almost



l ike a strobe." l t  shot past their  bow,
traversing 24 km in five seconds-
or 10,000 m.p.h.!  Then i t  veered
sharply to the r ight and disappeared.
Christchurch couldn' t  see this on
radaras they have a blind spot there,
40 km seaward from the city. A Dr. J.
G. Tees of Amberley claims to have
seen the l ight as wel l .

water. They passed 16 km south of
them, an estimated 150 meters above
the sea. The Argosy completed an
orbit above the objects before it re-
turned to i ts course north. Final ly,
the Argosy 1 saw three targets on
radar that suggested ships; the crew
saw them visual ly by their  l ights

Melbourne's TV stat ion Channel O
( 'OH") decided to run a news story
on Capt.  Powel l 's experience, so i t
commissioned a reporter and a f i lm
crew to obtain some relevant footage
for visual purposes. Austral ian re-
porter Quent in Fogarty pursued this
project by boarding a four-engine,
turbo prop Argosy freighter which
was making its standard Saturday
night-Sunday morning newspaper
del ivery run from Blenheim to Wel l-
ington to Christchurch and back.
Also on board were the pi lot ,  Captain
Bi l l  Startup, the co-pi lot ,  Robert
Guard, cameraman David Crockett,
and his wife Ngaire ("NAY-ree"),  who
operated the tape recorder . five
witnesses in al l .

The weather,  as noted by the f i lm
crew, was excel lent for f ly ing, with
no not iceable departure from a stan-
dard temperature lapse rate from
ground level to 14,000 feet.  There
were low clouds over Wel l ington,
with vis ibi l i ty about 60 km over the
sea. Winds at  cruis ing al t i tude
(14,000')were from the west at 10-15
knots maximum. Atmospheric con-
di t ions were suff ic ient ly steady to
al low operat ion with automatic pi lot
and automatic height control  (which
is pressure-sensit ive).  Wel l ington
radar showed no noticeable inversion
effects.

See the technical  detai l  sect ions
for more information on the Wel l ing-
ton radar faci l i ty,  the movie camera
and f i lm used and the weather con-
di t ions.

Captain Vern Powell  in the Argosy cockpit

Now Capt. Randle's Argosy 1 left
Christchurch f ly ing northbound for
Auckland. As they approached the
Clarence River area, they spotted the
f ive objects stil l offshore at about 50
km range. He saw them as white/
amber l ights,  four t imes the strength
of landing l ights,  ref lect ing off  the

Air Traf  f  ic  Control lers John Cordy and Andy
Herd, involved in the Dec. 21 event.

afterwards, but were puzzled by the
presence of "ships" that would be
big enough (1000 tons) to show up on
theirweatherradar yet be in such un-
safe coastal waters.

TECHNICAL DATA
WELLINGTON
TOWER RADAR

fyPEr Marconl 264, 50 cm (587 MHz), 500 kllo-
watts.
MTI (Moving Taryet Indicatorl CAPABILITY:
Targets wlth radlal velocit les In excess of 15
knots ara detected In the MTI mode with phas€
shltt  and dlgital scan summlng €lectronlcs.
Observations on known targets wlth and wlth-
out the MTI processing Indlcate that the MTI
lmproves th€ senslt lvl ty of the system. Slrong
taroets In the MTI mod€ may be weak or even
non-exlstent ln th€ normal mode.
PUTSE REPETITION RA TEj automat ical ly
var led among slx f requ€nc168 averaging
500/ sec.
PULSE DURATION: 2.7 mlcroseconds.
ROTATION RATE: 12 s6c/rovolut lon.
AZIMUTHAL BEAMWIDTH: 2.1' t  O.2'
ANrENNA OAlN: 30 dB over a dipole
PO LA RIZAT lO Nr horlzonlsl
ABSOLUTE OTSIAwCE ACCURACY: 'to/o ot
tul l  scale
RELAT,VE OTSIANCE ACCURACY: (s€t by
bl lp slze on the display) about 1 mll€ on the
maxlmum range.
MAXIMUM RANGE: 150 nautlcal mllss at
10,000 ft .
ANIENM HEIGHT: about 1700 ft .  above sea
level
UPWAND TILT OF THE CENTER OF THE
TRANSMITTED LOBE; about 4'  (no helght

resolut ion-surface targets are detected for
30-50 mi les).
DISPLAYT 12"diam€tsrPPl wl th 10-mi le range
r ings on the 150-mi le ran96.

CHRISTCHURCH
TOWER RADAR
TYPE.' Marconl 264, 50 cm, 50 kw
MTI CAPABILITY; Slmllar to Well lngton, but
not as soDhist icat€d
MAXIMUM R,ANGE: 100 nautical milss at
10,000 ft .
ANTENNA HEIGHT: about 120 tt .  above sea
level
UPWARD TILT OF THE TRANSMITTED LOBE:
Cone of invlsibi l i ty extending outward trom
the antenna which r ises at a rate of 100
ft/mile. Targels cannot be s€en b€n€ath i t
under ordinary atmospheric condlt ions.

AIRPLANE WEATHER RADAR-
used on northbound trlp only
IYPE: M.E.L.  Equipment Co.,  E190 S€r ies,  3
cm (9375 MHz),  15 kw
MIT CAPABILITY: none
OPERATING MODE: "mag mode",  a fan-
shaped beam ext€nding from 3'  lo about 15'
below lhe alrcraf l 's  "hor izon"
AZIMUTHAL SWEEP FANGET t  about 50'
from stralght ahead
SWEEP RAfEj about 3 sec.  per cycle

PULSE REPETITION RATE: 400/sec.
PULSE DURATION: 2.2 microseconds
BEAMWIDTH: 3.5"
RANGE: 150, 50, 20 miles (used on 20-mlle
range)
DISPLAY: sector dlsplay wlth s-mile range
r ings and 15'  azimulh markings

MOVIE CAMERA
fyPEi Bolex H16, EBM Electr lc 16-mm reflex
movie camera. ODeraled at 24 trames/sec. on
the southbound f l ight  and 10 tramos/s€c. on
the northbound tr ip. Rotating shutt€r disc in
front of f i lm plane with a t60" opening.
TENSES: Varlo-Swltar zoom lens, 16-100 mm
at f /1.9,  used on the l l ight  souih.  A Sun
Macro-Zoom, 80-240 mm lens was also used at
f/4 on the return leg. The latter was found to
be out of adiustm€nt; at ful l  zoom, objects at
" int ini ty" were actual ly In focus at th€ "15
feet" sett ing. This meant that distant obiects
(l ike th€ l ights) were out of locus when th€
lens r ing was sel at inf inl ty. This serves to
explain why one s€ci lon of f i lm shows a large
dim image which contracts to a bright€r, much
smaller form, which then r€turns to a dim large
defocused form. This form ls accompanied by
an apparent symmetry inversion of  the
defocused lmage.
FILM: Fuiicolor type 8425, 16-mm, ASA 400
color reversal f  i lm. Standard development was
used.



THE SOUTHBOUND TRIP

PLANE TIME
LOCATION (AM-dst)

PLANE
SAW:

WELLINGTON
RADAB SAW:

#1 12:10 Lights toward Kaikoura appear-
through ing/disappear ing (Seen by pi lot ,

12:12 co-pi lot)  at  Plane's 1 o 'c lock
oosi t ion.

Targets at  p lane's 1 o 'c lock Posi-
l ion at  13 mi les,  appear ing/dis-
appear ing.

#2 12:15 larget at  p lane's 3 o 'c lock near
coast l ine.

#3 12: 16

12:16:30

Target in t ront  of  p lane, 10 ml les
(one sweep only) .
Strong target at  p lane's 11 o 'c lock
at 3 ml les.

fl4 l2:17:30
12: 19

Target at  p lane's lef t ,2 mi les.
Strong target now at 10:00, 12
mi les.
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#5 12:22 (Plane performed a 2 mln.  l€f t -
hand orbi t  to survey area) Fogarty
recorded his f  i rst  commentary on
the l ights which he was then ob-
serving .  .  .  not  to the lef l ,  but  In
the direct ion of  Kaikoura (olher
than ci ty l ights) .

The l ights were located about 5 '
below the plane's hor lzon. lnter-
est ingly,  ths l lghts w€r€ l ik€ly
seen agalnst a background of
mountains hore,  nol  sky.

Target lef t  of  p lane, one ml le.  Re-
mained stat ionary whi le plane
orbi ted.

#6 12:27 Planc conf i rmed the " l lashing
l ight"  in th€ direct ion posed by
Wel l ington radar.

12:28

Target in f ront  ot  p lane, 3 mi les.

After the turn-ot f  h€re toward
Christchurch, the only targets
were 12-15 mi les behind the
otane.

#7 12:29

12:29:3O

Target one mi le behind the plane.

Target now 4 mi les behind the
plane, holding stat ionary for  6-7
swee0s.

t/l

#8 12:30

12:3O:, 45

12: 31 :30 Copi lot  saw a f  lashing l ight  t rav-
el l ing along at  the r ;ght  of  the
olane.

A turther largel  was now seen at
the plane's 3:00 posi t lon at  4
mi les.
Th€ target may riow have mov€d
closer to the plane, as the last
target had disappeared and there
was now a single,  doubly-strong
target on the scop€. At th is 90-
mi le distanc€ from Wel l lngton,
bl ips ar€ 3 mi les "wlde" and 1-
mi le " th ick",  so th€ targst  could
have been as much as 3 mi les
away from the plane.
The plane's bl ip,  af ter  betng un-
usual ly large tor3 swB€ps, set t led
down to normal.
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#9 12' .32:3O "Got a targ€t at  3:00 just  behind
us,"  the one above. Fogarty re-
corded seeing l t ,  too.

"Yes, and going around now al
4:00 al  4 mi l€s."

12:35 Previous targal now (apparently)
dropped back behind Plane 15
miles; ioin€d by 2 other8.

12:36:30 (Plane performed a 2-minute lef t -
hand orbi t ,  but  nothing was
seen).

Three bl ips bohind the Plan€ had
merged into on€ larg€ on€,

5

#10


