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EDITORI.AL

Did "Discover" Discover?
by Allen Hynek

Ar,r,. grocery the other moming, my eye was caught by the large block letters on a

magazine coier spelling out "UFO MYSTERYj' superimposed overa lurid drawing of what
see"med to be two polile officers staring upward as a circle of multicolored lights passed

over their squad car. This bit of cheap sensationalism wasn't being used to push that

week s issue of one of the tabloids generally found at the check'out counter, but to sell the

November issue of TME, lnc.'s migazine DISCOVER. This magazine immodestly styles
itself the newsmagazine of science, but in this case it was well over a year late in bringing
its public the neis of the "Boomerang" sightings which started in lvlarch, 1983' the
subject of its present article.

The article itself served to allow the magazine's editorial staff to take frequent snide
jabs at the UFO investigators involved, jabs which were not supported by the meager and

rtoppy evidence presenied. The "proofl' offered by DISCOVER as science news, comprises
u nu-b"t of quoies from unnomed sources, a photograph of somg_P-lanes on the ground,

and a shot of an airport diner menu containing the selection "UFO Burger." Does. this
qualify as prooP I hirdly think so. It is, however, sadly typical of the heavy'on'graphics,
tow-oncoritent style of utrat passes as fact in many of the popular newsstand magazines.
In a sidebar to thi main articie a psychologist criticizes people interested in UFOs as being
wellcducated individuals compietely immersed in science (!), or, as he calls them,
'scientists run amuck

In th. *-" sidebar, a sociologist claims that UFO reports reflect the public's deep

desire to believe in the friendly spice aliens portrayed in science fiction (he gives the

movies "Close Encounters of ttre trira Kind" and "E.Tl' as examples) quite forgefting that

the major theme in science fiction movies has been ius! the opposite; hostjle conflict
between the earth and aliens has been the rule from H. G. Wells and Buck Rogers on' The

two movies he quotes were notable exceptions to the "Body Snatchers from Outer Space"
theme.

Despite the shockingly bad quality of the DISCOVER article, it is true that some pilots

have bee'n fooling arounJ in the ikies over Westchester and Putnam counties, in southern
New York state, the scene of the OFO sightings. lndeed, this has been known to our

readers for some time and is nothing new. The pioblem is: can it be established that oll of

the UFO sightjngs are due to slap'happy pilots?

An article about these sightings, several cuts above that in DISCOVER, appeared in

a recent ApRO Bulletin (Vol. 32, No. 6). In it, Dick Ruhl and his co-authors recount their

investigations into these sightings. They provide some of the evidence lacking in the

DISCO:VER article. They spoke with a numhr of witnesses, some of whom, however,
hardly support the plane theory. One spoke of "one huge solid gbject" and others
r"-uik d'on its slow motion as well. Others, however, described what definitely does seem
ascribable to light aircraft flying in formation, and therein lies our dilemma.

During their investigations, the APRO investigator ran into lhe same rumors our

team in tlrlt area had eniountered fully a year earlier. They too had staked out Stormville

airport and observed suspicious light planes landing. The APRO investigators had a more

direct experience: one night they saw a brilliant wedge-shaped object that uPon closer

inrp".tioh was resolved inio six light aircraft, and so they staked out the nearby Stormville

Russell Croop
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