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1. DAYE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS
18 Apr 61 Eagle River, Wisconsin O Wos Balloon
0O Probably Balloon
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION D Possibly Balloon
Local 32100 BXGround- Vi sual O Ground-Radar 0 Was Aircraft
P robably Aircraft
omT_18/18002 Apr 0 AirVisual O Air-Intercept Radar |D Possibly Aircraft
3. PHOTOS mym 6. SOURCE 0O Was Astronomical
0 Yes (Pancake) O Probably Astronomical
- TKNo Civilian O Possibly Astronomical
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE O Other_ Hallucination
. 0O Insufficient Data for Evaluation
5 minutes One Object landed, {0 Unknown
10.° BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11.” COMMENTS

Object shaped like 2 soup bowls togather, as
a round saucer canfiguration. Aprox 30 ft in
diameterand 12 ft. thick at center tapering
to 1 ft at rim, Brighter than chrome. Exhaust
pipes 6" - 8" in diameter spaced 1 ft apart
around rim, Landed and encounter with spacz
people ensued, Object caused severe air
turbulance when departing, Sounded like snow
tires on pavement at high speed only louder,
Jet like sound. landed outside observers
Wi.ndOWo

Case received wide publicity through
news media and saucer fans, Investigated
by Air Force at scene and in the opinion
of the investigators the witness was

found to be a balanced person of goo::EH
5
d,

mental health and that he actually belie
that the sequence of events really happ
However the iinconsistancies coupled with
lack of supporting evidence tend to
indicate that the witness suffered an
hallucination followed with delusion, ‘
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Got ‘Cakes’ from Saucer Men
Is Claim of Joe Simonton
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"THREE LAKES, WISCONSIN THURSDAY, APRIL 27, 1961

" Report Stirs
State, Then
Much of U.S.

By a STAFF WRITER

The alleged landing and con-
tact between three men in'a
“flying sauer™ and Joe Simon-
ton, 54 year old Eagle River
plumber, has rocketed to first
statewide, and then nationwide
attention since it broke to the
" public, shortly after noon Sat-
urday. ,

Many residents of this com-
munity are surprised and al-
most bewildered by the tre-
mendous interest in the report
which was wired from the
| News-Review office Saturday
l morning to the Milwaukee Jour-
nal,

Simonton claims he received
several small pancake shaped
pieces of food from the visitors
Jrom outer space. He turned
over one of the cakes—about
three inches in diameter and
perforated with many small
holes, to Judge Frank Carter,
who said he sent them to a
Washington, D. C. organization
investigating “unidentified fly-
ing objects.”

The national press services be-
came interested in the story,
picked it up and received con-
.tfirmation from Washington that
the “cakes” had been Teceived
“there—but a lab report based
on an analysis of the cakes
,would be unavailable until Fri-
day, April 28, or as late as Mon-
day of next week. .

& -] -]

MEANWHILE the story sim-
mers, and the question rages—
what is behind the incredible
report from Joe Simonton?

The claimed landing of the
“flying saucer” was said to have
occurred about 11 a.m., Tuesday,
April 18—but Simonton said he
was reluctant to spread the
word, realizing some would
claim his experience was pre-
posterous.

He said he was attracted to

©+ uis yard when he heard a noise

eutside, and the saucef—gleam-
ing silver “brighter than
chrome” hag landed in his yard.

, He said it was about 12 feet

=from ton to hottam ond sbhcut
", 30 feet in_diameter.

T

Simoniun said a-datch opened
about five feet from the ground,
and he could see three men in
the machine. He said one of the
men, dressed in a black two

| piece suit, held up a jug, which

appeared to be of the same
material as the space ship, and’
motioned to indicate he would

|like water. Simonton said he

took the jug, hurried to the
house to comply, and brought it
back to the men. He judged
they were about five feet in

‘| height, and weighed about 125

pounds. He said they were
smooth shaved and appeared to
resemble those of Italian des-

cent,
N 2

* *
HE DOES NOT recall hearing

'|them speak to each other, or
/| to him. Simonton said he looked

into the interior of the space
ship and that it was the color of
black wrought iron. He said he
could see several instrument

| panels and he could hear a slow
| whining sound, like the hum of

a generator,

“It appeared one of the men
in the ship was frying food on
a flameless grill,” and Simonton
said he motioned to indicate an
interest in their food. He said
one of the men, dressed in
black, but with a narrow red trim
along the trouser, .handed him
three of the small cakes, which
he has shown to authorities in
Eagle River,

Simonton said the wvisit did
not seem more than five min-
utes. He said the large hatch

!| snapped shut—and’ that it was

machined so smoothly you could
scarcely detect where the hatch

‘{was, when it was closed.

He said the ship took off rap-
idly, to the south, and that there

‘{was a blast of air which bowed
|nearby pine trees.

He said it climbed at a 45 de-

‘| gree angle and disappeared in

a couple seconds.

He recalls that along the edge
of the saucer he noted exhaust
pipes about 6 or 7 inches in
diameter.

Simonton has lived at that lo-
cation about four miles west of
Eagle River for about 30 years.

>
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Here’s the “pancake from outer space” that
caused nationwide publicity for Eagle River
beginning Saturday of last week——and -4171
continuing. It is held by Joe Simonton, 54, of
Eagle River, who alleges it was given to him
by three men who landed in his yard in a fly-
ing saucer. The novel and incredible story
was given wide play by the Associated Press,

United Press International, and leading tele-
vision stations and metropolitan newspapers.
One of the pancakes has been sent by Judge
Frank W. Carier to Donald E. Keyhoe, direc-
tor of the Natioual Investigating Commitiee
on Aerial Phenomena, Washington, D. C. Key-
hoe is having the pancake analyzed.—~NEWS-
REVIEW photo
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% Report of the investigation of the siting at Fagle Rlver R WlSC.

Yo hast  April 18, 1961 , by Mr. Jp .

btere oma 0
(Investigated by Mr. Walter WEller, Mr. John Tumlin J A. H'y'nek)
C‘.‘EWW A T /&Hulne/t
Chronological Events: . ——— "
a
Major Friend called me/approximately 10:45 am, April 26 ,to say that he had just been

the
in touch w:.th@:@ Judge Frank Carter, Sr. at Eagle Rlver and that/Judge stated that

he had sent some material to Donald Keyhoe and NICAP. Major Friend felt it would be
advisable to learn more what the actual situation was before NICAP built a big story
out of this. 1In v iew of the fact that we had been strongly urging immediate capabi-
lity on the part of the Air Force to investigate cases before they went sour, Hynek

rqdud@ sTud ty astr ey ot /chrlﬂ(le\ﬁ.uu Uuivan,/

decided to fly up and investigate personally. He took with him Mr. Weller and Mr.
Tumlin,g A Bonanza single engine plandwas hired Bx from Pafwaukee airport, %—)‘

Take-off at approximately 3:40 pm, arrival in Eagle River about 5:45 P Obtained taxi

and went into town %e—é to make phone calls. G&eaa—,—&‘rl—eﬁ—) @ontacted Mr. Bob

Satran, brother of the Editor of the News Reviewwof the VlllS County. Mr. Satran

S imonTour
(c aﬁs&%%:;ee—s;!mamﬁthe principal in the case casey empTed €0 call Jo%

but couldn't get through so offered to take us out to his farm, ‘hps(chlcken ra.nch)

StmauTan
agbout 4 miles out of town, Route 1. Syminston was not present on our arrival,so we

took the opportunity of taking pictures, an:dt while Satran pointed out to us the
ace crn

ﬁﬂu ’éh :
allefged landing place,l is was about 6:30 Fm and there was sufficient light

) ) v_/ “h—m\
to take pictures, Plctures enclosed. Wtaken by Polaroid 4 by Hymek , and
= ’ n SemanTon
vash| 35 millimeter(black and white/by John Tumlin. @We learned shortly that Symingben—

was in the neighborhood and so dashed off to see him. Attempted to rent a car from

the people he was v1s:|.t1ng but met with most uncooperative attidude on part of

AY 'Mau."fm
husband of woman Symingban had been visiting. People did offer to take us back to

Slmmfm‘ )
Syminsbonls place.

Weller rode back with Symingten, results:® Symingtom said he was damn sick and

tired of being pestered by news men, assured Weller that this whole thing was not
fronm
a hoax or a joke ,<would.n't take two weeks out mf his work to perpetrate a hoax, now

would he?s. Wler reports Symimgtorm sounded sincere.

~ Do iy SPHCE T
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Meanwhile, back at the ranch,Symingtom went through the recital , Dbrobably for
the e‘;;il time,of the happening. Once and for all, the story of what he 53:3;51_ happened
follows:

"At about 11 AM on April 18, Symingbon was having a late breakfast in his home.
(See picture).When he heard a noise which he described az a car going around a curve
3:.n a great hurry, a screefching like that or something like a Jjet. Symingben said
1:;; was actually like a jet, it was Judge Carter (see later) who stated thet Syminsten
had told him that it had sounded like a screeching motor car. The consensus seems
to be kkak the sound it made while coming down was in Symingben's words "like a jet".
Apparently he told Tumlin that on its way down it sounded like‘i{nobby tires on a

1
wet pavement. He looked out the window and saw decending a bright, chromium-colored,

Joup bowls
disk=shaped object which he described ss two » one overturned on the other,
Mﬂ,—?&-‘ﬁher—%ham. Syminethon stated he was not frightened by the
his

agarition, but went out immediately because of curiosity. When he got there, the
i d

hatch, or hatchway,was already open, beesuse—Pumtimasked—him-shethern—he—hed heard

-any-neige—as—it—eopeneds Syminpton stated that the hatchway operated something like
a trunk of a car that it hinged from on top and the lower 1lip would coincide with

the equator of the ship.”‘:&tated that when closed it was completely imperceptibple,
and that he would have sworn there was no possible opening there. The space ship
as drawn by him is copy enclosed. When he came out , an occupant of said vehicle,
was leaning out of the hatch, and making motions with his hands suggesting that he
needed water or some other liquid. That is > he made drinking motions. Symingten—

EsERERkYX vas handed down a "thermos jug-like bottle" (see drawing)

which he says was quite unlike anykhimgx jug he has ever seen here. "A beautiful
thing", he said. He took it to the basement where he has a pu.mpknd filled it with
water, carried it out to the craft, and handed it up to the chap. In doing so, he
had to get up on tiptoe and put one hand against the craft, he says, and effected
the transfer of the jug. He described the interior as essentidl black, }‘:‘said he

saw three control panels, and noted that there were two other men inside. The men

he described as extremely clean=shaven, he said very smooth -faced, but dark and
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short, about 5 feet, he estimates. He said they looked like Italians. Their dress
W
was also black, a knitted Jersey was as close as he could come to it, and he insisted
that they had turtle-neck sweater-type apparel. From his account, it seemed to me T‘OJ“
sTereoTped
it was more like theA picture one gets of $he Italian sports car racers, or kke at
any rate, of the sporty set. There was no commnication whesseewer except by sign

he yauw
language between them, and as he backed away from the craft, he sa:Ld the interior

avol (hot ~F avag
dimly lighted, but extremely beautiful. He said he would love to have a room peinted
in the same way. He noticed that one of the men was apparently cooking something,
and in his attempt to communicate by sign language indicating that theynow had water 5
he made motions with his mouth that they could now drink s but apparently this sign
language was misinterpreted as indicating that he wanted some of the stuff they were
cooking, and whereupon they handed him three or four of these little pancake-like
cakes, and as soon as the transfer was effected, the hatch swvung down, closed witl‘a
click, and he says then that the thing was imperceptible, he could not tell where
the hatch had been. And immediately the craft,he stated, rose up like an elevator
without any apparent accelleration, except,af course, at the very beginning. And
when it had arrived at a height of some 20 feet, it tllted 1#50 and. took off toward
“ t@ o "Two secands? as ke al)a said@ _
the south and disappeared in a matter of seconds 7 As it took off, there was a
considerable blast from the rear w:.thout smoke ,however, which, hewevex, did shake
beuduig 17 a ithoogle i1

kk# his little pine tree /wba.-eh-ben% severely bwk came back to normal shortly thereafter.
We examined the tree; there were some broken branches on it , but he stated that that
was not caused by the ship but had been caused by a snowplow some weeks previous.

r‘/Af‘ter we had taken a number of pictures, and went over numerous points with
Symisgton, we invited him to dinner and headed into towm > in the meantime renting
a car from a garage so that we could look up the other people in the cape. We had
a rather Xake lengthy dinner in which I attempted to draw him out on various topics.
People passed the table frequently and he was greeted as though he were a very res-

pected member of the community. I excused myself and went to the bar to strike up

a conversation with people there )and both in that encounter and in many other casual
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conversations,it appeared thkt the town by and large believed him, although there
were some rather voluble skeptics. I was advised to talk with his neighbor, a man
named Remus, who I was told could tell me quite a bit about Joe, but since  our
time was extremely limited, I did not get to do this. Mr. Weller talked with

Judge Carter, and experienced great difficulty in being admitted to the house.
Apparently the Judge thought he was from the Air Force and the Air Force appears to

be strictly persona non grata among the flying smucer people around there. The Judge

admitted membership in NICAP and his library had one long shelf devoted entirely
to flying saucergbooks and other shelves were devoted to topics which are generally
regarded as lunatic fringe items, though I myself do not necessarily regard them
as such. I later had an opportunity to talk with the Judge in Weller's presence and
by that time, the Judge was quite voluble and went into great detail as to his initial
encounter with Bymington and the types of questions he had asked SymiangﬁiﬁQﬁKr ,?gzzyg
—
ﬂt&gefpeseé—as_an_in$%i&1~skepti%)&ndx but it is apparent that in.this questioning
/

of Joe he undoubtedly introduced many details into the story which were later in-
corporated bedily by Symington as gospel.

As far as technical details, as regards propulsion systems, trajectories, and
the like, it was futile to attempt to pursue the matter farther. Symirgttn is an
itinerant plumber and chicken farmer. He lives alone, his wife works in Chicago
and apparently has been for the past two years, He would seem a fit subject, if re-
garded by a psychologis%’ L beldevey as one to whom a mental aberration might occur.
The Judge stated, in fact, that he at first thought that Joe had become "shack happy),
but that after sufficient questioning he, the Judge, haibeen convinced that the sighting
was valid.

the

In talking with Symimgton, cne did not get/a impression khamkxmfRx:kiskx that he
was aenAdamski type. He answered questions directly, did not contradict himself,
insisted on the facts being exactly as he stated and he refused to accept embellish-

ments or modifications. He stated he was sure that we ﬁouldn‘t believe him but that

he didn't care whether he was believed. He stated simply kimmikthis happened and that




was that. The duration of the entire episode was about 5 minutes. He stated also
that at no time was he frightened)and at no time did the men appear in any way to
threaten him. As they left, the man to whom he had handed the jug placed his hand
on his forehead in a gesture of salute and appreciation which gesture was returned
by Symimgton. The weather was clear and the sun was shining brightly on the metallic
surface. As far as noise was concerned, he stated that there was a continuous @

whining sound in the interior of the cabin amd that the take-off did not involve

any particular noise.
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As far as town reaction is concerned, ”ii'; ;s’ evidently quite a high spot of conversation

f,,,//,%—m (ixug
in this pre-tourist season,( The town certainly haé,something to talk about and the

local bakery haé,a white-washed sign on its windows stating "Spaceship Cakes", and a
local service station hai a sign stating "Spaceships Serviced Here".

It was established that Symingberr is not a reader of books, and probably did not
UFO#+

have any preconcieved notions as to this, except that we do not know what previous

o
contact he had with the Judge and how much the Judge may have told him Of/\ flying

saucer game. X¥he Judge did say that when he talked with Joe/ who had asked for an

appointment wxkk late in the evening, ;bat %he%&-ée had shown him numerous pictures
of flying smucers in various books but in each case Joe said, "No, it wasn't like
that, it was like this", and so on. There is some connection between a soup toureen
that the Judge has in his home and the jug that was supposedly handed down. At

least insofar as the handles and general overall contours are congerned, although the
drawing that Joe made of the jug does no’c/‘ bear &€ one-to-one correspondence with the

soup toureen.

In view of the fact that kx= it is ncrt\our p;‘actice to investigate cas@s in
P72V S N \
such cases are a priori

WMQA BV o

suspect of mental aberration/ this case sermeot be given too much weight and certainly

which there is only one observer,(

one cannot expect any sort of a definite solution.f From the appearance of the man,
his habits of lifé and his evident longliness, it would appear to me that the situa-
tion was ripe for suggestibility and a mental aberration. EKThe presence of the NICAP
Judge in the picture probably accounts in large ﬁart for the embellishment of the
story and the publicity it has attained.

It would be the advice and opinion of your consultant that the Atk Force in
discussing this case should hold fast to the advisability of the general custom of
not considering seriously any sighting or report from a single individual, and to
state that this case was investigated solely because of its possible nuiszance value
and because there will undoubtedly be an attempt made to jockey this incident into

public
a full-fledged production. The Judge already intends to have/meetings in which Joe
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will describe this thing and answer questions and this, of course, means undoubtedly
there will be public lectures with paid admission. There seems to be some indication
that since Eagle River is a tourist town, that "Joe's Flace" will be a tourist at-
taxtraction this summer, and the like.

Sykmington has already received many letters which he kindly allowed me to read.
The general tenor was that he had been a very priviliged individual to .have had this
expdrience and that he should be very careful of the Adr Force in divulging any
information or particularlyigiving them any material evidence. He was warned that
the Air Force would attempt to hush him up and that if he gave the Alr Force any
material evidence he would never get it back. I was questioned a number of times
on my feelings toward NICAP and Major Keyhoe, and I of course stated that I thought
that NICAP was attempting to doﬁ:’ericus job and that they had a lot of interested
and sincere members who were trying to do the best they could. In no case )of caurse,
did I attempt to say anything that could later be turned against us as are the un-
sympathetic towardy the efforts of NICAP. Likewise this holds for my two colleagues
who Bid a very fine job in interrogation and without whom I could not have completed

this little job in hours we had allocated. WE left Eagle River about midnight or

shortly thereafter and arrmived back in Chicago and in ¥Evanston about 3 AM.
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Report of the investigation of the sightiing at Fagle River, Wisconsin, purported
to have been made cn April 18, 1961, by Mr, Joe Simonton. (Investigated by Dr.
J. A, Hynek, Mr. W¥alter Weller, Mr. John Twnliv « summerized by J. A. Hypek.)

Chrenological Evenis:

Major Friend celled me ab approximately 10th5 sm, April 26, to say that
he had Just been in touch with Judge Frank Caxrter, 8r. st Begle River, and that
the Judge stated that he bad pent scoe saterial to Dunald Eeyhoo and NICAR.
Hajor Friend felt it would be advisable %0 learn more what the actual situs«
tion wes before MICAP butlt a big stoxy eut of this, In view of the fact that
we had besn strongly urging immediate capability oo the paxt of the Adx Force
%0 investipgate cases before they went souv, Hynek decided to £y up and ivvesti-
gate perscually. He tock with him My, Weller and Mr. Tumlin, graduste students ‘
in Astroncoy st Rortlwestern Undversity. A Bonenss single engine plane wes
hived from Pewmikee alrport. Take-off at spproximstely 3:40 pm, arvivel in
Eagle River sbout 5:45 pm. OCbtained s taxi and went into town to make phone
calls, Cootacted Mr. Bob Satrun, brother of the Editor of the News Review of
the Vilss Camty. Mr. Batran sttempted o call Mr. Joe Simomton, the principsl
in the case, b couldn's get through so offexed to take us oult t¢ his farm
{chicken rench), sbout & miles cut of towm, Route L. Slhsonton wes not present
o our arrival, so we took the opportunity of taking pictures, while Satren
pointed out to us the alleged landing place of the space craft, eic. This was
shoub 6:30 pm and there was quffiolent 14ght t0 take pictures. Pictures enclosed.
Polaroid pictures were taken by Hynek and black and white 35 millimeter by John
Tualin, e learned shortly that Bimonton was in the neighborhood and so dashed
off o sees him. Attempted to rent s car from the pecple he was vipiting, btut
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When he omne oub, an oceupant of sald vehicle, was lesning out of the hatoh,
and meking motlions vith his bands suggesting thet he needsd water or some other
dguid, That is, he made drinking motions. Bimarton was handed down a “thexmos
Jugelike bottle” (see draving) which he ssys wvas quite unltke uny jug he has
aver asen hexe. "A besutiful thing”, he said, Be took it to the bassmext
vhere he Bas spup and filled it with water, caried it cut to the cxaft, end
hianded it up to the chap. In doing 80, he had to get wp on tiptoe and put o
hend ageinst the creft, he saye, snd effected the trsumfer of the jug. He des-
cribed the interior as essentially black, snd sald he sew thyes control panels,
and noted that there were two other men inside. The men he dssoribed ss extremely
elesneshaven, he @aid very smooth-faced, but dexi and shord, sbout 5 feet, lw
ssbtimten. He sald theay looked like Ytalians. Their dress wes slso black, &
"endtted Jersey” was ax close &8 he could come to it, and he Insisted that they
had turtle-neck sweater-type spparel. - From hie sccount, it sowed to me that
it wus more like the stersotyped plcture e gets of Italian spoxts car yacerw,
or at myy vete, of the sporty sat. There wvas no comumicstion except by sign
language betwesn them, and sa he backed mmy from the cxaft, Ws snid he sev the
interior dimly 1ighted, and that it was extremely besutiful. He said he wodd
love to have & Yoom palnted in the same way. He noticed that cne of the yan
was spparently cooking something, and in his attespt to commmicate by sign
languags indicating that they now hed water, ha made motions with his mouth
that they could pow drink, but apparently this sign language was misintsxrpreted
as indicating that he wanted yome of the stuff they were cookiug, sud vharmupon
thay handed him three oy four of these little panceke-like cakes, and ss socn
as the transfer ves effscted, the hetch swmg down, closed with s click, and
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he says then that the thing was imperceptidle, he could not tell vhere the hatch
had deen. And imsedistely the crafd, he stated, ross up like an elevator without
way sppuvent scceleration, sxcept, of course, &b the very bvegimning. And when
1t had errived at s helght of soms 20 fest, 16 taited b5° and tock off tovard
the south and diseppeared in "s matter of sesconds”, or "two seconds”, as e
also ssid, As it took off, there wes a conpidersbls blash i the rear without
smoks, however, vhich did shwke his litile pine tree, Danding it ssverely al-
though it came back to noxual shortly thereafter. We sxmmined the tree; there
wexe scme broken byenches o i, tut he stated that that wves not caused by the
ship but had been caused by & snowplov aime weaks previous.

After we had taken s mmber of pleturas, snd went over mmserous points with
Bimonton, we insvitsd him to dimner and hesded into town, in the mesntims renting
a cax from o garage #0 thet we could lodis up the other people in the case. Ve
hed = rether langthy dimmer in which I attempted to dvew him out on various
topics. People pusaed the table frequently and he was grested as though he vere
a very 2espeched meuber of tha comamity. T excused myselfl and vant Into the
bar to striks up A conversation with pecple there, and both in that sacounter
and in many other caaual conversaticms, it sppeared thet the town by and large
belisved hinm, slthough thave were same rether volubls akeptica. I was advised
0 talk with his neighbor, o man nemed Bewus, who I was told could tell we quite
& bit sbout Jos, hut since our time vas extyvemely limited, I 444 not get to do
this, Mr, Wellsr telled with Judge Carter, sod sxparienced greet difficulty
in being admitted to tha house. Apperently the Judpe thought he wes fyom the
Asr Force and the Air Force appears %0 be sirictly psrmcpe non grate smong the
flying ssucer pecple srawmd there. The Judge adnitted membership in NICAP and
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his libyary hed one long shelf devotsd sxtirely to flying saucer books and
other shalves were dsvoted to topice which ave generally regrrded as Iupatic
Pringe items, though I myself do not necessarily regard them ss such. I later
had ap opportunity to talk with the Judge in Weller's presence and by that time,
the Judge vas quite voluble and went into grest detail sa to his initisl ene
cowrber with Bimonton and the types of guestions he had saked Simenton. The
Adge posed as ex initial pkeptic, but it is spparent that in this guestioning
of Jos he undoubtedly imtroduced meny dstails imbo the story which were later
incorporated bodily by Bimonton as guspel.

As far es tachnical details, as regards propulsion aystems, trajectories,
and the Like, 1t ves futile to attempt to pursus the metter Zurther. Simmton
is sn itinerant plusber spd chicken farmer. Hs lives alone, his wife works in
Chicage and appevently has beex forr the past two yeurs. He would seem o 23t
subject, 1f regarded by & paychologist, as one to vhom » wental aberretion
gt ocour. The Judge stated, in Fact, that he at firet thought that Jos had
became "ahack bapry”, but that after sufficlent questioning he, the Judge, had
been convinced that ths sighting was valid.

In talking with Simonten, cne 4id not get the inpression thet s wvos an
Maonki type. Be musvered questions directly, did oot comtrsfict himeelrf,
insisted on the fucts baing exactly sa he stated snd he refused t0 scoept
seellistments or modifications. He stabed he was sure that ve wmldn's bae
1ieve him but that he didn’t cave vhether Lo was belisved, He stated stuply
this bappened and that wap that. The duwretiop of the entire episode vas sbout
Pive ainutes. s stated also that at no time wme he frightensd, snd st no tims
413 the wen sppesr in sy way to threates him. As they laft, the wan o vhom
he had handed the Jug plsced his hand on his forshesd in a gesture of salute
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and spyrsciation which gesture was returned by Simontcn. The weather was clear
and the sun was sbining brightly on the metallic surfece, As far ss nolse was
concerved, he stated thet there wes s continuous wvhining samd in the interior
of the cabin and that the take-off did pob involve any particulsx noise.

The only sericus technical Llaw in the story is the dlsmppesrsnce of the
craft in "two seconds”, or even "a few meconds”. The rest of the story d4d not
contain any cuternges 40 physical concepts.

Nr. Simonton sppanred quite sincere to me, did not sppeaxr to De the pere
pebrator of a hoex, but to stlespt to deteruine vhether he head & physicsl ex~
periencs or a mental sberretion pleces the nmatter in the resim of pamychalogy.

As far as toun resction 4s concermad, it was evidembly quite 2 high apot
of conversstion {n the pre«tourist seascn Lor some time, The town certalnly
had sopething to talk sbouty the locsl bakery had « white-waalwd aign on its
windows stating "Spaceship Cakes”, and & local service station hed s sign
stabing "Spaceships Sexrviced Hare”.

It wvas eptablished vhat Bimonaton 48 not a reader of books, and yrocbably
414 not have sny preconclievad notions as o UNO'a, except that we 46 not know
what previous coptact he had with the Judge ani how mich the Judge mey have
told him of the fiying seucer gmes. The Judge 4id say that whean he talked
with Joa, who had esked for an sppointuent late in the svening, ha hed showm
him mmerous pictaures of Llying ssucers in various books but in each case Joe
asid, "No, it wasn't like that, it was like this", snd so on. There is some
comachion betwoen s soup toureen that the Judgw has in his home snd the Jug
that wvas aupposadly handsd down, At lesst ivsofar dx ¢he handlen and genersl
overell covtours sre concernsd, although the drewing that Jos meds of the Jug
doss not by sny mémns beay & cne-to-tne correspondence with the soup toureen.
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In view of the fact that it is not our prectice to investigate cases in
vhich there 18 uly cue cbsexrver {since such cases =re ‘s priori' suspect of
mntal sberration), this case should not be given to0 mich welight and certeinly
ane capnot axpect any soxt of & definite solution. From the eppesxsnce of the
man, his hadits of life and his evident losfiness, it would appsar to me that
the situstion was ripe for suggestibility and e uemtsl sberratiom. The pre-
sence of the NICAP Judge in the picture probably sccounts in lurge perd for
the enbellishment of the story sod the publicity it has stteined.

It would be the sdvice and opinicm ¢f your consultant thet the Alr Force
in discussing thig case shoudd hold fast to the sdvisebllity of the general
cuatom of not considering sericusly any sighting or report fram & single indi-
vidunl, and to state that this case was investigsted salely becsuse of its
possible muisance value snd becsuse thexe will undoubtedly be an attespt made
%o Jockey this incidemnt into & full-fledged production. The Judge alvealy
intends to have public meetings in which Joe will describe this thing and
answer guestions and this, of course, meuns undoubtedly thers will be public
lactures with pald admission. There seems to be scew indtoation thet since
Eagle River is a tourist town, that "Joe's place” will be a tourist attrwction
this stummer, and the idke,

Bimoriton hes already received many letters which he kindly allewed me o
ved. The general Lenor was thwt he had beeu & very privileged individusl to
_ heve bad this expertence and that be should be vaxy careful of the Air Force
in divulging suy Saformation or particulsrly of giving them sy materisl evie
dence. He wes warned that the Alr Force would attespt 4o msh him up and that
1f he gave the Alr Force any material swlence he would never gt it back., X
vos guestioned & muber of times on my feelings towerd NICAP end Major Keyhos,
and I of course stated that I thought that NICAP was attemgiing to do e serious
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Job and that they had a lot of intersated and sincere members who were trylng
0 do the best they could. In 10 case, of course, did I attempt to say anything
that conld later be turned egainst us as sre the unsympsthetic toward the efforts
of NICGAP. Idkewise this holds for my two colleagues vho did a very fine Job in
 interrogation and without whom I could not have campleted this little job in
the hours we had allocated. We left Eagle River sbout midnight or shortly
tbmest‘termdmivedbackmchmgga and in Bvanston sbout 3:00 em.
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MINNEAPOLIS 4, MINN. +» 3415 UNIVERSITY AVE. « SAINT PAUL !4, MINN.

May 12th, 1961

Dr. A, J. Hynek,
Dearborn Observatory,
Northwestern University,
Evanston, Illinois

Dear Sir,

I have sent you today, under separate cover, a recording of our
radio program, "The Visitors," The recording should be played at
7% IPS, The program was aired over KSTP May 10th at 9:05 p.m, It is
just short of 45 minutes in length,

The narration was written by myself and Bud Meier, our television
news dkrector. Narration by John MacDougall who, incidentally, dubbed
the recording for you,

I should like to thank you for your assistance in providing
much of the information which is an integral part of the program,
I should also like to request that should you become aware of other
interesting aspects with regard to our subject matter, that you
inform us collect at Midway 5 - 2721. We would certainly appreciate it,

Sian:;;y,

Phil Schrader
K-S-T-P News Department

Hope you enjoy the program.

P.S. Our television program is scheduled to be broadcast at 5:30 p.m.
tomorrow evening. It has the same title and contains much of
the same material which you will hear on the recording I've sent
you,

pws
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1110 South Third Street
Stillwater, Minnesota 55082
May 30, 1974

Dr. J. Allen Hynek

Center for UFO Studies

P. 0. Box 11

Northfield, Illinois 60093

Dear Dr. Hynek:

Please send me information on your new organization, togetber
with details on membership and any publications and reports it
mey issue.

I first began to take the idea of UFO's seriously when, en
route to my first consular assignment in Germany, I met a naval
attache on the "Gripsholm" assigned to Moscow. Part of his assign-
ment was to gather information on the phenomena.

As vice consul in Belfast, 1957-59, I really began to take
the matter seriously when we received a communication from the
State Department directing that all local "celestial phenomena"
be reported to the European Desk. Mulling it over, we could only
conclude the State Department wanted reports on UFO sightings, of
which there were many there at the time. I still have clippings
on some of them, including a sighting by a meteorologist at the
Belfast airport, an investigation by the RAF of a UFO said to
have shaved off a chestnut tree, and the white paint on the super-
structure of a fishing vessel turned pink as a result of close
proximity to & UFO.

On Tuesday, December 13, 1966 at 10 p. m. in Stillwater my wife
and I were distracted from a television program by twinkling red,
white and green 'reflections' from what appeared to be an inver-
ted saucer-shaped UFO with a submarine-like 'conning tower' atop
that hung above the recently constructed smokestack of Northern
Stetes Power Company's new Allen S. King plant, then under con-
struction on the St. Croix river about a mile southeast of us. It
appeared to be rotating slowly, and the red, white and green re-
flections revealed its shape. I took my camera outside in the
-30° weather to get a picture of it, and with tree branches as a
reference cleerly saw it move rapidly eastward. I drove to a
look-out park on the river bluff from which I could clearly see
the lighted construction site, set up my camera on a tripod and
took several exposures, including a time exposure calculated to
show movement.

My wife and I observed, from our separate points of vantage
(she at home) a second UFO, "twinkling" like the first, that ap-
peared to have the shape of the common wooden tops boys used to
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play with in the 'thirties. From the lookout I made shots of
the UFO's over the plant construction site and as they moved
off toward the east.

The sighting lasted from 10 to 11:15 p. m., and we were dis-
appointed to find no news reports on it the following day. As
for my film (35mm. color), all that showed up were indetermin-
ate tiny white spots that look like stars.

The report may be of some value if you can tie in a further
sighting east of us that same night, in Wisconsin.

That reminds me of the story of the UFO that landed at a handy-
man's farm just outside of Eagle River, Wisconsin, several years
ago. In return for some water, they gave the handyman some small
"pancakes" or "“cookies", you may recall. My cousin worked for
KSTP-TV, St. Paul - Minneapolis, at the time, and the event was
covered by the news staff, including a Bud Meyer. The staff
got one of the "pancakes" from the handyman and submitted it
to & Minneapolis grain laboratory for analysis. This was never
published. The other "pancakes" were sent to Washington, as I
recall, and nothing further was heard about them. I called Bud
at the time, but he refused to tell me who was making the analy-
sis. Years later I learned from another of the news staff, Jim
McGowan, that the private analysis revealed the "pancake" to be
made of wheat, water and salt.

The remarkable thing about it was that the laboratory, which

can determine where any wheat in the world has been grown, could
not make such an identification in this case.

Sincefely,

=

Gene Luebker
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. Gene Luebexer
1110 Joach Thoed St.
Stillsater, 20 55082

Dear &r. Luebeker,

Please accept amy apologi=zs for being so tardy in replying to
your «@ost interestiny letter., I am pleased to add tae reports
vou ment to my {iles.

I am enclosing souie Merature describing the Center for
Urg Setudies. “e are an association of scientists involved in
the serious study of the Ur) problem. I am also enclosing a copy
of our latest ilews Bulletin and a list of recoumended reading,

Again, I am sorry to have taken so long in answering and I

hope you will write agaian if you have any questions I may answer,

J. Allen I“ynel;

cc:file S L

nole Hat+ R, ol @MW@ patorer F~ L

,@%/Wﬂﬂ/ ﬂ M/{/’? NTTAL ./ ;é/ Fm. ST

r@ Mp/f M/&rﬂp S’T‘




-

" DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION

WABHINGTON2S D C
June 8, 1961

Colonel Philip C. Evans

Aerospace Technical Intelligence Center
. United States Air Force

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base

Ohto Attn: AFCIN-4E .
» g BT
- el e
Do'ar Co}onel Evang: ) N 0 . B o y
g o0 T We have completed our examination of the material . \

submitted with your letter of Mey 5. Microscopic analysis ;
shows the presence of fat, starch, byckwheat hulls, wheat
bran, drd scybeac “ulls. The mgterial appears tc be a

' portico of an crdinary pancake made predominantly of -
buckwheat., Bacteriological examination and measurement of ’
redioacrivity guve results which are consistent with the
view thatr the article is an ordinary pancake of terrestrial
origin,

. e g A W oy .~
Remainder of the cake is being returned, HEWNLel, - » = $eey "* =

) Sintérély yours,

{l
, e
- , M, L, Yakowits /
Assistant to the Director - '
Division of Administrative Review ° -
j Bureau‘of Enforcement . !
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| UFO Sighting, Eagle River, Wisconsin, 18 April 1961 2 Jine 1961

8AFOI-3C (Major Coleman)

1. Mr. Joo Simonton, who resides near Esgle River, Wisconsin, related
to U.S, Air Force investipgators that at 1100 on 18 April 1961, he
witnessed the landing of e space craeft and had contact with the occue
pants. The witness further reported that the occupants rewarded him
with fowr (&) cakes for providing them with water.  This alleged
sighting received wide play by television, radio end the Press.

2. This case wae brought to the attention of the Aerospace Technical
Intelligence Center om 26 April 1961 by the Duluth Air Defense Sector,
The Project Coneultant, Dr, J. Allen Hynek of Nerthwestern University,
was requested to investigate the reported sighting due his relative
nearness to the scene of the Aincident., Investigation of this case was
also independently conducted by persomnel of the 676th Radar Squadron,
Antigo AF Station, Antigo, Wisconsin, Coples of these reports of
investigation are attachments 1 and 2 to this correspondence.

3., Mr. Simonton reported that on 18 April 1961 at 1100 hours he was
standing in hie kitchen when he heard an intense vhining sound, as

if e jet were flying over his houge, but much louder. He looked out

of his kitchen window to the west and saw & hugh saucer lowering to the

ground. It was veported to be intensely bright and appeared chrome like.
The witness said he was not frighteped and went out of doors wntil he

was gtending about 10 or 15 feet away from the UFO. He reported the
object appeared to be on the ground,,but due to the lack of disturbance

after 1ts departure he assumes it was hovering,

4, A hatch was reported to have opened and a man appeered in the door-
way. The occupant was described as being sbout five feet tall, 120 -
125 pounds, dreseed in e black skull cap, & heavy black turtle neck
sweater with a 4" white band around the base, and black tight fitting
trousers with wvhite stripes down each side, The man had Italian
features and was smooth shaven. MNr. Simonton said he could not see
into the UFQ very well. However, he observed vhat appeared to be three
control panels, each about two feet high and four feet long. The wite
ness reported that there were two other occupante, dressed the same as
the man at the door. One of the other men appeared to be preparing
food over o flameless grill., ,
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5. The man ét the hatch held a thermos~like Jug in his hand which was

 made of the same bright material as the UFO. Though there was no coh-

versation between him and the occupants of the WO, he, Simonton, stated
that he was eware that the men wanted the jug £1lled with water. After
filling the jug and returning it to the man in the hatch he was given
the four cakes which he reported were warm to the touch. Simonton then
reported that he stepped back and exchanged salutes with the occupant
of the UFO, The hatch was closed and the UFO, with the same whining
sound, took off and diseppeared in approximately two seconds. -

6, The witnegs reported that the spece craft was sbout 12 feet high
and 30 fect in diameter with exhaust pipes 6 or 7 inches in diameter
protruding from the edge. When the hatch was closed its outline could
not, be discerned. .

T. It is the opinion of the investigators that Mr. Simonton is a
balanced person of good mental health and that he actually believes
that the alleged contact was & real experience. However, there sre
inconaistences in the story which tend to indicate that this was a
hallucination followed by delusion.

8. The witness, Mr., Simonton, gave both Dr. Hynek and the 676th Radar
Squadron investigator samples of the cakes. These samples of the cakes
were submitted to the Aeronautical Systems Division of the Air Force

Systems Command and the Food and Drug Administration of the Department
of Health, Education and Welfavre for snslysis. The ASD conclusion ic
that the cakes were prepared from a low protein flour with smell quan-
tities of sugar and salt and cooked in a hydrogenated oil (Attachment
#3). The rveport from the Food and Drug Administration hes not as yet
reached ATIC,

9. This case was discussed with a psychologist of the Aeronsutical
Systems Division who hes c¢linical experience and it is his opinion that
the witness suffered a hallucinetion and subisequent delusion concerning
his experience. The psychologist pointed out that cases of this type
could be injurious to the mental health of the individusl 1f they be-
came upset due to the experience. He pointed out that if cases of this
type are to be pursued, in an attempt to meke the witness sware that

his experience was not resl, that a professional should undertake the

Jjob because of the possible danger of injuring the witness' mental
health. It was pointed out that experiences of this type, hallucinations
followed by delusion, are not at all uncommon end especislly in rural
commmities, Many persons who experience these hallucinations under-
stand them or do not make public thelr experiences., These hallucinations
may be & "one-time" experience brought on by circumstances which may
never again be presented to the individual. The psychologist pointed

out that many deluded individuals who, due to the fact that they are
adjusted to their commmities and their commmnities to them, are not
hospitalized for treatment for they are better off without the added
concern over their mental condition. .
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10. It is the decision of ATIC not to purgue further the circumstances
swrrounding the Esgle River, Wigcomsin, sighting Que to the fact that
there is no evidence which indicates that the security of the United
States was threateped and due to the possibility of causing Mr, Simonton
enbarrassment, which might prove injurious to his mental health.

1l. The sbove summary of the Esgle River, Wisconsin, UPO sighting, and
the ATIC analysis, is forwarded to your office for passing to SAFLL in
anticipation of possible congressicnal inguiries concerning this much
publicized sighting.

PRILIP G. EVANS Ateh
Colonel, USAF 1. Rpt of Investigation (Dr.
Deputy for Science Hynek), w/Atchs.
and Couponents 2. Rpt of Investigation (676th
Radar Sq), w/Atchs,
3. ASD Lab Rpt.



