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FOREWORD

Human reactions to UFO reports are a fascinating study in and of themselves, regardless 
of what may lie behind the reports. When human beings first became aware of strange things 
flying around in the sky that behaved in ways unlike earthly technology, the reactions spanned 
the spectrum of philosophical thought. Everything from the skeptical extreme (hallucinations, 
delusions, and fantasy) to the pre-disposed believer extreme (noble interventionists, space 
animals, global conspiracies) has been advanced to account for UFOs. How well do these 
"theories" explain the phenomenon? How "sane" or "rational" are the various proponents? The 
answers to these questions are very important in the methodology of UFO research.

The somewhat pretentious term "ufology" encompasses all too much crazy and irrational 
activity. Those of us who perceive that hardcore UFO reports are credible and worthy of careful 
scientific study are sensitized to the lunatic fringe, whose bizarre "theorizing" contaminates all 
efforts toward truly scientific evaluation. With this work, part literature review and part historical 
and sociological analysis, Clark skewers the uncritical thinkers (perhaps an oxymoron) and 
charlatans who never let facts or logic stand in their way.

This study was conducted in connection with the author’s research for his highly regarded 
encyclopedia of UFOs, partially supported by a grant from the Fund for UFO Research. The 
encyclopedia series includes:

UFOs in the 1980s: The UFO Encyclopedia, Volume 1 (Detroit: Apogee Books, 1990)

The Emergence of a Phenomenon: UFOs From the Beginning Through 1959, The UFO 
Encyclopedia, Volume 2 (Detroit: Omnigraphics, Inc., 1992)

High Strangeness: UFOs From 1960 Through 1979: The UFO Encyclopedia, Volume 3 
(Detroit: Omnigraphics, Inc., 1996).

The author also is a past winner of the Fund’s Isabel L. Davis Memorial Award for long­
term excellence in UFO research and investigation. As he has pointed out elsewhere, UFO 
researchers need to demonstrate critical thinking about their own field in order to be taken 
seriously by others. He has demonstrated it amply, and here once again shines a beacon of light 
into the murky corners of ufology.

Richard Hall, Chairman 
Fund for UFO Research
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INTRODUCTION

This paper came out of a general interest in UFO history, and a specific interest in how 
ufologists’ theories about anomalous aerial phenomena have evolved over the five decades that 
have elapsed since Kenneth Arnold’s classic June 1947 sighting. I have been able to indulge this 
interest in the course of researching and writing the three-volume UFO Encyclopedia. The third 
volume (High Strangeness, dealing with the 1960-1979 period) was published in March of this 
year. I am currently at work on a revised, updated, omnibus second edition of the Encyclopedia.

Ufologists, it seems to me, typically know little about the history of their unusual interest. 
One consequence is that often they don’t know why they believe what they believe. This leaves 
them open to the sometimes exaggerated and questionable judgments of strong-willed theorists. 
Unfortunately many ufologists take these theories as if they were received wisdom, when in fact 
they have led ufology into dead ends and given the subject an occultist aura it neither needs nor 
deserves. I hope that familiarity with the origin and evolution of UFO theories, especially those 
positing paranormal or even supernatural explanatory schemes, will encourage a more thoughtful 
and critical-minded evaluation than many ufologists have given them to date.

The Fund for UFO Research generously financed some of the research that went into this 
and the larger Encyclopedia project. I am especially grateful to Fred Whiting, who 
enthusiastically supported my proposal from the first. The Fund is one of the best things 
happening in this field and deserves the support of all who hope for a rational and serious 
ufology.

Jerome Clark 
Minnesota 
April 19, 1996
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THE OCCULT BACKGROUND

On January 31, 1957, in a letter to Leonard H. Stringfield, who had just confided that 
he was closing down his well-regarded newsletter C.R.I.F.O. Orbit, Isabel L. Davis fretted that 
now the UFO Field would be left to "those fatuous fools, those nincompoops, those 
opportunists." She proceeded to list some of the leading malefactors by name, appending a pithy 
and unflattering characterization to each. One name, however, conjured up such awfulness that 
Davis could only say it twice: "Meade Layne — Meade Layne!"

Though barely remembered today, N. Meade Layne, who founded Borderland Sciences 
Research Associates in 1945 and died in 1961, was (along with the very differently focused 
George Hunt Williamson) the intellectual mentor of the early contactee movement. Through 
writer John A. Keel, who would fashion a revisionist form of Layne’s doctrine in the 1960s, 
Layne’s influence would be felt even by those who had never heard of him, and for years 
afterwards -- even to the present. But in his time, Keel would write (in UFOs: Operation Trojan 
Horse, 1970), "nobody" -- meaning no mainstream ufologist - "would listen to him." Indeed, 
writing in their 1957 book Flying Saucer Pilgrimage, Bryant and Helen Reeve, chroniclers of 
the emerging contactee subculture, deemed it "almost incredible that any serious minded 
researcher could overlook the noteworthy contributions of this veteran researcher." Yet, they 
remarked presciently, Layne’s "early work on the supra-physical aspects of saucers ... will be 
so recognized in due course of time."

In his own time, however, Layne looked to conservative ufologists like just another 
crackpot from southern California. His frankly occult approach, expressed in a language 
nonsympathizers found arcane, obscurantist, and tautological, held little attraction to those who 
saw the UFO question as one that could be answered through conventionally defined scientific 
and logical procedures. Nonetheless Layne saw himself as something of a scientist, a 
cartographer of the invisible world, which he called the etheric realm - a notion borrowed from 
the nineteenth-century teachings of Theosophy. The etheric world, according to Theosophists, 
surrounds and penetrates our own but is on an infinitely denser vibratory rate. To enter our 
realm, "aeroforms," as Layne called UFOs, have to lower their density significantly. This is his 
"explanation" of the UFO phenomenon:

The aeroforms are thought-constructs, mind constructs. As such, they are, 
in effect, the vehicle of the actual entity who creates them. Just as our 
own terrestrial minds rule and become identified with our bodies, so does 
the entity of the Etheric world make for himself a body or vehicle out of 
etheric substance.

This body may be of any shape or size, any one of a hundred mutants -- 
such as the indefinite and changing shapes reported by observers of flying 
saucers throughout the world. The shapes may be a wheel, a globe, a 
fusiform or cigar shape, a fireball, vapor or gases. It may have any
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density, any rate of vibration desired. The impenetrable steel of landed 
discs is, as it were, a sort of etheric isotope of our terrestrial steel, 
or we may call it "etheric steel." The shapes and vehicles and the entity 
operating them form one being, just as a human being is a psychophysical 
mind-body unity. The body of this Etherian entity is a thoughtform which 
can go anywhere, and penetrates our earth and sea as easily as our air.

Similarly, the etheric cosmos has its analogues to our own. For every earth, Mars, Jupiter, or 
Alpha Centauri there is a counterpart on the other vibratory levels. Thus the space people with 
whom contactees interacted came not from our Venus but from its cousin in the supernatural 
order.

Layne had taken older occult doctrines and applied them to the new phenomenon of flying 
saucers. As long ago as 1758, the Swedish scientist and mystic Emanuel Swedenborg had 
recorded his astral visits to other worlds, and Spiritualist mediums in the 1800s had 
communicated paranormally with various discamates, a few of whom identified themselves as 
extraterrestrials. In the early decades of the twentieth century, Guy Ballard, who popularized 
Theosophy for an American audience, claimed personal contacts with Venusians. The UFO-age 
contactees — George Adamski, George Van Tassel, and all who followed in their wake -- 
preached occult doctrines whose earthly provenance was not difficult to trace. So did the 
discamates with whom Layne routinely communicated through trance medium Mark Probert.

It was not only through Layne, however, that paranormal and occult ideas gained entrance 
into the UFO and flying-saucer movements that sprang up in the wake of Kenneth Arnold’s June 
24, 1947, sighting. The first magazine to owe its existence to flying saucers was Fate whose first 
issue, published in the spring of 1948, devoted its cover and much of its content to early UFO 
reports. It also carried material on psychic phenomena, which would prove to be the magazine’s 
primary interest. Nonetheless Fate would be the only popular magazine to feature UFO articles 
in nearly every issue, and nearly all with a serious or semi-serious interest in the subject would 
read it. Meanwhile they would be exposed to writings on subjects to which many had not 
heretofore been exposed: poltergeists, ESP, psychokinesis, ghosts, and more.

Moreover, because the UFO question was quickly marginalized, unsympathetic observers 
often dismissed UFOs as — in common with more traditional paranormal beliefs — mere fodder 
for the superstitious. (As late as 1978 Paul Kurtz, head of an organization of debunking 
militants, listed as his group’s targets "astrology, Uri Geller, the so-called Bermuda triangle, 
thinking ivy plants, yetis and Loch Ness monsters, biorhythms, Jeane Dixon, ESP, and flying 
saucers." The organization’s magazine treats ufology as simply another "pseudoscience.") Many 
who were attracted to UFOs were indeed individuals possessed of what might be called a 
mystery-mongering mind-set; anything that looked mysterious and extraordinary fascinated them.

Other first-generation UFO enthusiasts came to the subject through an interest in science 
fiction. Indeed, the widely read pulp magazine Amazing Stories, edited by Ray Palmer (who 
would go on to co-found Fate and later publish a UFO magazine), was speculating about real-life 
extraterrestrial visitation two years before Arnold’s encounter brought the UFO age into being.
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(One such article, by Vincent H. Gaddis, appeared in the June 1947 issue, which means that 
some copies were still on the stands on the twenty-fourth.) But besides painting visions of visitors 
from outer space, science-fiction writers often imagined a "fourth dimension," a parallel realm 
much like the occultists’ etheric world. Not surprisingly, the fourth dimension would be, after 
other planets, the most popular theory of UFO origin among early ufologists.

Charles Fort (1874-1932), author of what is arguably the first UFO book {The Book of 
the Damned [1919]), had little time for fourth-dimensional ruminations, which even then had 
currency in occult and Spiritualist circles. "I have heard of the ‘fourth dimension’," he wrote in 
Lol (1931), "but I am going to do myself some credit for not lugging in that particular way of 
showing that I don’t know what I’m talking about." Many of those who came after him would 
not share Fort’s conviction that it is futile to try to explain one unknown by another. Still, 
whatever its author’s intentions, Fort’s books would have the effect of encouraging ufologists, 
and anomalists generally, to think of UFOs as necessarily related to other extraordinary 
phenomena. Fort had little interest in the paranormal or the occult, but his linking (if at times 
with tongue in cheek) of unearthly visitors to falls from the sky, unexplained disappearances, 
cryptozoological animals, and archaeological enigmas would give rise to later, more occult-based 
excursions into what critic Richard Hall would call "mixology."

THE EXTRATERRESTRIAL HYPOTHESIS BEFORE 1947

It is usually assumed that speculations about actual — as opposed to fictional (as in H. G. 
Wells’s The War of the Worlds [1898]) — extraterrestrial visitation are a phenomenon of the 
twentieth century and, more specifically, tied to post-World War II UFO reports. Before 
Arnold, however, Fort, the Fortean Society (formed in 1931), and (as already noted) Amazing 
Stories, along with its companion Fantastic Adventures, were taking note of reports of strange 
flying machines and wondering if other worlds had found their way to ours.

In the nineteenth century newspaper hoaxes played to the idea. For example, on June 17, 
1864, the French newspaper La Pay reported an extraordinary discovery. Two American 
geologists had drilled into an egg-shaped rock and found cavities inside. In these cavities could 
be found such artifacts as a white metallic jar with hieroglyphics engraved on its surface. Beneath 
one cavity the scientists found yet another, containing a mummified body barely more than three 
feet long. Its head was hairless, and its skin was wrinkled, and it had a "trunk" in the middle 
of its forehead.

An identical story surfaced in an Argentine newspaper, La Capital (published in Rosario), 
on October 13, 1877. Not even the geologists’ names were changed. This time, however, the 
discovery was set near the Carcarana River in the South American nation, and the newspaper 
asserted that the body and artifacts had been placed on display in a local tavern. (When this 
account was rediscovered a century later, several Argentine ufologists went to the site on two 
occasions and claimed to have detected the possible location where the craft and its occupant had
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been unearthed. But sometime after that ufologist Fabio Picasso came upon a reference to the 
earlier French account in a book by ancient-astronaut theorist Robert Charroux. Picasso deduced 
that the story was a journalistic invention.)

Another incident, said to have taken place in Peru in 1878, was reported in the South 
Pacific Times, published in Callao, by someone signing himself "A. Seraro, Chemist." The 
correspondent related that he had come upon what appeared to be a stony meteorite, but when 
he dug through it, he opened an inner chamber in which lay the body of an unearthly being. 
Next to it he noticed a silver plate with inscribed hieroglyphics which, when translated, revealed 
that the visitor was from Mars. The story came to the attention of the New York Times (August 
17, 1878). Shaking its editorial head, it expressed mock concern for the inept lying habits of 
Peruvians, who "mean well" but "have never been systematically taught how to lie."

In early June 1884 the Nebraska Nugget, a Holdrege weekly newspaper, printed a detailed 
account of an episode said to have occurred in the Benkelman area on the sixth, when a band of 
cowboys witnessed the crash of a blazing object. Rushing to the scene, they observed "fragments 
of cog-wheels, and other pieces of machinery lying on the ground, scattered in the path made 
by the aerial visitor, glowing with heat so intense as to scorch the grass for a long distance 
around each fragment and make it impossible for one to approach." One cowboy, overcome by 
the heat, fell to the ground in a stupor, his face blistered, his hair "singed to a crisp," and his 
eyes blinded.

"The sand was fused to an unknown depth over a space of 20 feet wide by 80 feet long," 
the Nugget stated, "and the melted stuff was still bubbling and hissing" as the party retreated. 
Over the next 24 hours curious locals came to the site, where the remains of the craft continued 
to glow. According to the newspaper:

[T]he smaller portions of the vast machinery had cooled so that they could 
be approached, but not handled. One piece that looked like the blade of a 
propeller screw, of a metal in appearance like brass, about 16 inches 
wide, three inches thick and three and a half feet long, was picked up on 
a spade. It would not weight more than five pounds, but appeared as strong 
and compact as any metal. A fragment of a wheel with a milled rim, 
apparently having a diameter of seven or eight feet, was also picked up. 
It seemed to be of the same material and had the same remarkable 
lightness. The aerolite, or whatever it is, seems to be about 50 or 60 
feet long, cylindrical, and about 10 or 12 feet in diameter.

Commenting on the story in its June 8 edition, Lincoln’s Daily State Journal suggested "this 
object of wonder must be an air vessel belonging originally to some other planet." Two days 
later, however, when the Nugget ran a follow-up piece by the same anonymous correspondent, 
it was instantly obvious that the story was no more than a frontier tall tale. The correspondent 
wrote that as he and a dozen others watched in a blinding rainstorm, the "queer object melted, 
dissolved by the water like a spoonful of salt." The clear message, of course, was that the tale 
should be taken with a dose of sodium chloride.
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In the fall of 1896, when Californians began seeing "airships" in the skies, rumors and 
hoaxers played to the widespread notion that the sightings were a consequence of a breakthrough 
in manned flight. But one hoaxer, an ex-newspaperman named H. G. Shaw, informed the 
Stockton Evening Mail (November 27) that while traveling near Lodi two days earlier, he and 
a companion had encountered "three strange beings ... nearly or quite seven feet high and very 
slender ... without any sort of clothing," of generally human appearance, and "possessed of a 
strange beauty." After attempting communication in "warbling" voices, the entities tried to drag 
Shaw and his friend into a waiting airship but lacked the strength to budge them inasmuch as 
they weighed less than an ounce. Shaw’s tongue-in-cheek way of telling the tale leaves no doubt 
that its author did not intend for anyone to take him seriously; nonetheless the story is notable 
in being the earliest known account of an abduction (or would-be abduction) by aliens.

During the great airship wave that erupted elsewhere in the United States the following 
spring, extraterrestrial speculations and fantasies assumed greater prominence, though such 
notions still were overshadowed by secret-inventor theories. The many hoaxes of the period took 
their inspiration from these competing beliefs. Midwestern and Southern papers straight-facedly 
reported stories of meetings with aeronauts who tendered often detailed, usually conflicting 
accounts of themselves and their intentions. Other press stories were of space visitors, including 
a "bellowing" giant in Michigan, "queer-looking" bearded aeronauts in Iowa, a Martian Adam 
and Eve in Missouri, and more. In a letter to the editor published in Tennessee’s Clarksville 
Daily Leaf-Chronicle on April 17, 1897, Adam Oldham proposed this early version of the 
extraterrestrial hypothesis, using some arguments that would become familiar 50 years later and 
beyond:

Scientists assert that the inhabitants of Mars have superior intelligence 
to our people, and must have made far greater progress in the sciences. 
They report that the Martians have been signaling the earth with 
electrical lights for more than a year. An air machine can only be driven 
by electricity, and such a machine[,] after penetrating the thin 
atmosphere of Mars, could travel through the airless space with the speed 
of electricity, which is 300,000 miles a second [sic], until it reached
the envelope of our heavier atmosphere___ The air-ship could easily be
stored with compressed air to last the travelers for a much longer journey 
than from Mars to this earth. The visitors, no doubt provisioned for 
months, evidently fear to land among strange peoples who may be barbarous 
in their view, and therefore seem to be reconnoitering, and examining the
country here and there before landing___I predict that the air ship will
be seen many times and in many places, before a landing is finally made.
I suggest that our visitors be informed that a friendly welcome awaits 
them.... The Smithsonian Institution at Washington should take the matter 
in hand at once. The air ship has been seen by too many creditable 
witnesses living far apart for it to be pronounced a sensational hoax.

Unidentified flying objects characterized as "airships" were not confined to the 1896-97 period. 
They were noted both before and after, and even the post-Arnold period has no shortage of 
reports of objects (cylindrical, Zeppelin-like, not themselves luminous but bearing lights along 
the side and often shooting a searchlight along the ground) that would have been called airships
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in an earlier era. Nonetheless speculation about extraterrestrial visitation peaked in 1897. In the 
speculation associated with subsequent airship waves (such as the worldwide one in 1909), nearly 
all talk was of secret inventors or foreign spies (prominently Germans and Japanese). Among the 
rare exceptions was a correspondent to the Otago Daily Times (July 29, 1909), a paper in New 
Zealand (which recorded many sightings in mid-1909); Robert Grigor wondered if "atomic 
powered spaceships from Mars" could be responsible for the objects his countrymen were seeing.

Mars, then believed to be the one other planet in the solar system likely to harbor 
intelligent life, often figured prominently in visitation speculation. Fort would be the first 
(anticipating a notion that would be popular in UFO theories of the 1950s) to suggest that 
sightings increased during opposition (when Mars and earth are nearest each other), owing to 
reduced travel time between the two worlds. A "native of the planet Mars," his body recovered 
along with papers containing undecipherable "hieroglyphics," played the lead role in the 
notorious Aurora, Texas, airship-crash hoax of April 1897. That same year the New York Times 
reported (on November 14) a comparably dubious tale involving a different sort of crash 
involving presumed Martian writings.

A man identified as "Prof. Jeremiah McDonald" of Binghamton, New York, was 
returning home in the early hours of November 13 when a blinding light flashed and something 
plowed into the ground near his house. When dug up, it proved to be "a mass of some foreign 
substance ... fused by intense heat." After cold water was poured on it, it cooled sufficiently so 
that it could be broken open. As it opened, it emitted a sulphurous odor. One of the examiners, 
"Prof. Whitney of the High School," declared it unlike any meteorite he had ever seen.

"Inside was found what might have been a piece of metal on which were a number of 
curious marks that some think to be characters," the Times stated. "Several persons have 
advanced the opinion that this is a message from another planet, probably Mars. The marks bear 
some resemblance to Egyptian writing, in the minds of some. Prof. McDonald is among those 
who believe the mysterious ball was meant as a means of communication from another world."

A follow-up article on the eighteenth quoted "Prof. Wiggins" of Ottawa, Ontario, on the 
mysterious aerolite. Wiggins held that Martians had been shooting message-carrying projectiles 
at the earth for thousands of years. "The ancient Jews and other nations speak of their sacred 
books as having fallen from heaven," he said. "As the earliest important records were preserved 
in stone, it seems probable that the idea originated with aerolites like that of Binghamton."

But not until Charles Fort came along did it occur to anyone to collate widely scattered 
reports of strange aerial phenomena and discern a larger pattern in them. Fort recognized the 
occurrence of a worldwide phenomenon. Before then even the airship scares (or occasional other 
sightings of UFO-like manifestations) were forgotten not long after they had run their course. 
For example, post-1897 press accounts of airship sightings do not mention the great wave of that 
year. No book prior to Fort’s New Lands (1923) refers to it. To Fort, however, the airships, plus 
other eighteenth-, nineteenth-, and early twentieth-century reports of unusual atmospheric lights 
and structures, amounted to evidence of otherworldly visitation. Much of what he wrote on the
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subject was in a comic vein (such as his assertion that the earth is some alien race’s property), 
but there could be no doubt of his underlying seriousness. To Fort it appeared (as it would 
appear to the ufologists who came along in later decades) that the earth has hosted "many 
different kinds of visitors.... I think of super-things that have passed close to this earth with no 
more interest in this earth than have passengers upon a steamship in the bottom of the sea. Then, 
on the other hand, we may have data of super-scientific attempts to investigate phenomena of this 
earth from above."

An especially prescient insight into what was to come saw expression in a letter Fort 
published in the September 5, 1926, issue of the New York Times. After discussing reports of 
possible extraterrestrial spacecraft, he remarked that such visitors need not hide their activities 
from earthlings: "If it is not the conventional or respectable thing upon this earth to believe in 
visitors from other worlds, most of us could watch them for a week and declare that they were 
something else, and likely enough make things disagreeable for anybody who thought otherwise."

Interest in what would eventually be called the extraterrestrial hypothesis (ETH) survived 
Fort’s death in 1932. It was kept alive in the tiny Fortean Society, directed by the crankish 
Tiffany Thayer, who published occasional reports of aerial phenomena in The Fortean Society 
Magazine (retitled Doubt in 1944). More luridly, beginning in 1944 Ray Palmer, the editor of 
two popular science-fiction pulps, Amazing Stories and Fantastic Adventures, promoted as factual 
the fantastic delusions of confessed mental patient Richard Sharpe Shaver. Shaver claimed that 
an advanced race of giants called Atlans or Titans existed on the earth until 12,000 years ago, 
when deadly solar radiation forced them to flee underground. The most favored members escaped 
to other planets. Others adjusted to the rays and evolved into the present human race. Of those 
who remained in the caverns, most degenerated into sadistic idiots, called deros, who torment 
surface-dwellers with death rays.

The "Shaver mystery," as Palmer called it, had little to do with UFOs or much to do with 
subsequent speculations about the phenomenon. Palmer did allege that the deros have (in his 
words) "giant rockets that traverse in the upper air," and he and occasional contributors such as 
Vincent Gaddis and L. Taylor Hansen wrote on Fortean phenomena and wondered, as Fort had, 
if beings from other worlds were overflying the earth or had interacted in the distant past with 
some of its inhabitants. Palmer, however, did not depict the deros’ "rockets" as disc-shaped. 
(Flying discs appear in a water-color painting on the back cover of the August 1946 issue but 
are not supposed to represent anything outside illustrator Frank R. Paul’s imagination. They are 
part of an elaborate "scene on a planet circling Altair.") Nonetheless in later years both UFO 
skeptics and occult-oriented theorists, especially the Palmer-obsessed John Keel, would insist, 
with rather more hyperbole than reason, that through the Shaver yarns Palmer "invented flying 
saucers." The more modest reality was that (as noted above) Palmer co-founded Fate in 1948, 
by which time flying saucers had firmly established a presence in popular consciousness.
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SECRET WEAPONS & SPACE ANIMALS

From the very outset of the UFO era, extraterrestrial visitation was a popular explanation 
for flying saucers. Aside from skeptical theories which sought to dismiss all reports as 
misperceptions, delusions, or hoaxes, it had only two serious rivals in the post-Arnold period: 
secret weapons and space animals.

Secret-weapon theories usually tied flying saucers to classified military experiments based 
on alleged aviation breakthroughs by the Germans in World War II. The absence of any good 
evidence for the latter, plus the phenomenon’s nineteenth-century manifestations and its 
apparently otherworldly nature, worked against those who looked for answers in earthly 
technology, though echoes would resound even into the present, most recently in speculations 
focused on Area 51 at the Nevada Test Site. Now, however, the technology the military is using 
allegedly comes not from terrestrial but from extraterrestrial sources — in other words, from 
technological knowledge resulting from reverse-engineering of crashed spacecraft.

In the 1950s James W. Moseley, the iconoclastic, controversy-driven editor of Saucer 
News, represented himself as believing in the secret-weapon theory and managed to irritate just 
about everyone, which may have been his intention all along. The well of conviction here may 
have been about an inch deep.

A more interesting, albeit no more believable, theorist, Leon Davidson, had worked at 
the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory in New Mexico during the green-fireball episode in the late 
1940s. Over the next two decades Davidson discoursed at length on his idiosyncratic reading of 
the UFO phenomenon. According to him, the CIA was staging hoaxes in order to encourage a 
false belief in spaceships and to discourage inquiries into the secret weapons that were the real 
cause of UFO reports. He took this theory to ever more fantastic lengths. He claimed, for 
example, that CIA agents posing as space people tricked prominent contactee George Adamski. 
As Davidson wrote in Flying Saucer Review (January/February 1960), "‘space ships’ and their 
equipment" were in fact "stage props designed to make Adamski believe that he was indeed 
traveling through space. The crew men, the contact men, and the Masters behave like well- 
trained earth people putting over a colossal hoax on a naive and trusting Adamski." (In 1951 Ray 
Palmer offered, without elaboration, this cryptic comment [his italic]: "There have been hoaxes, 
easily understandable, by individuals; but there have also been hoaxes, not so easily 
understandable, by official military sources.")

Nearly two decades later, in Messengers of Deception (1979), Jacques Vallee proposed 
a comparable hypothesis, though without crediting Davidson; the only new wrinkle was the 
suggestion that the intelligence operatives harbored neo-Nazi sympathies. "Let us note in 
passing," he observes, "that Adamski’s Venusian... and many other alleged extraterrestrials were 
all tall Aryan types with long blond hair."

Neither Davidson nor Vallee ever produced any actual evidence that would have lent 
support to such dark speculations, and few ufologists followed them into the abyss of this
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particular conspiracy theory. Yet as late as 1991, in his book Revelations, Vallee continued to 
hold forth for staged UFO hoaxes, sponsored by an international network of shadowy intelligence 
operatives who have infiltrated UFO groups and who hope to shape popular consciousness to 
ends Vallee never really explains.

In a casual aside in New Lands, Fort laid the basis for another sort of non-ET UFO 
theory which, while forgotten today, once figured in ufological discussion. He remarked, "It 
seems no more incredible that up in the seemingly unoccupied sky there should be hosts of living 
things than that the seeming blank of the ocean should swarm with life." Eight years later, in 
Lo!, he wrote, "Unknown, luminous things, or beings, have often been seen, sometimes close 
to this earth, and sometimes high in the sky. It may be that some of them were living things that 
occasionally come from somewhere else."

Fort’s notion of space and atmospheric life forms was original only in the sense that it 
was offered as something that could possibly be true. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s science-fiction 
story "The Horror of the Heights," published in the November 1913 issue of The Strand 
Magazine, may be the first literary treatment of the theme. Eric Frank Russell’s Sinister Barrier 
(originally published in Unknown, March 1939, and in 1948 as a Fantasy Press novel), a war-of- 
the-worlds saga, explicitly acknowledged its debt to Fort; among Russell’s Fortean phenomena 
are creatures that live in the ionosphere and feed on energy.

Taking his inspiration both from Fort and from nineteenth-century occultism, a 
Pennsylvania man named John Philip Bessor wrote the Army Air Force on July 7, 1947, to 
express the opinion that the objects Arnold and others had seen were "a form of space animal, 
or creature, of a highly attenuated (ectoplasmic?) substance, capable of materialization and 
dematerialization, whose propellent is a form of telekinetic energy." Like Doyle and Russell, 
Bessor suspected that the critters were hostile. Their presence possibly explained the "many falls 
of flesh and blood from the sky in times past," plus the mysterious disappearances of people 
presumably consumed as snacks by hungry UFOs.

An Air Force spokesman replied to praise Bessor’s suggestion as "one of the most 
intelligent theories we have received." The next year, in a summary of its investigations, Project 
Sign noted wryly, "Although the objects as described art more like animals than anything else, 
there are few reliable reports on extraterrestrial animals." In 1954 Alfred Loedding, an aerospace 
engineer who had served in a civilian capacity with Project Sign, told the Trenton Times- 
Advertiser (October 10), "I suspect that [UFOs] may be a kind of space animal." In 1952 Curtis 
Fuller, editor of Fate and onetime editor of Flying, heard a similar theory from "a friend from 
Wright Field" -- home of the Air Force UFO project; the friend had it from "a top biologist." 
In Fuller’s paraphrase of the biologist’s theory:

It is his idea that events on this earth -- atomic explosions, rocket 
flights into the stratosphere and so on -- have been like the pebble 
tossed into the pool. They have disturbed the stratosphere, perhaps have 
sent ripples into the fabric of space itself. And the space animals, in 
curiosity, are coming down to investigate.
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The January 1951 issue of Fate printed a letter originally addressed to True. The correspondent, 
David W. Chase, a radar technician from Oregon, recounted his own sighting of a daylight disc 
on July 7, 1947 (coincidentally, the same day Bessor was composing his letter), and went on to 
reflect on the kind of technology it would take to power such craft. He also thought that "there 
are at least two types of saucers," large ones (over 100 feet in diameter) and "the small type 
given the diameter of about 20 inches." In his words (and emphasis):

I believe that the small saucers are the beings themselves, probably 
without any mechanical covering or design around them.

In order to comprehend this possibility let us look at it this way. There 
have been three instances known to the author as to the sightings of these 
small saucers. Each time they were given the following general 
description: small, 20 inches in diameter, sort of fuzzy or semi­
transparent, acting as though they were alive, and making a high-pitched 
noise. These facts indicate life, not a machine.

Since man began to be mechanical he has wanted a machine in his image, a 
"robot" to do his bidding and be his slave. Then why not the concept that 
the beings that are the saucers built a conveyance in their image -- one 
that is saucer-shaped? If these beings are saucer-shaped it certainly 
would be easy for them to fly a profile of themselves, even if it were 
many times larger.

But to another space-animal theorist, Desmond Leslie, even the largest UFOs, such as the 
enormous cloud cigar that appeared over Gaillac, France, on October 29, 1952, could be life 
forms. The Gaillac UFO dropped a bright glass fibrous substance known to ufologists as "angel 
hair." Unfortunately (and typically) it disintegrated in short order. Writing in Flying Saucers 
Have Landed (1953), Leslie wondered if this was the same etheric substance known to 
Spiritualists as ectoplasm, believed by occultists to flow from the orifices of physical mediums. 
"As ectoplasm is derived from a living body," he reasoned, "a fascinating question arises — if 
the stuff that floated down from the flying torpedo was ectoplasm, is the torpedo itself, not a 
machine, but a huge living thing?" (One immediate flaw in this analysis is that witnesses had the 
angel hair falling not from the "torpedo" but from smaller satellite discs associated with it. In 
Leslie’s fanciful reading the discs were spacecraft which "had just captured [the larger object] 
in some backwater of the atmosphere.")

French ufologist Rene Fouere (Paris-Montpamasse, Summer 1954) imagined flying 
saucers to be like "whales, immense animals feeding on tiny particles obtained through the 
incessant filtering of sea water. Interstellar matter, particularly when concentrated in ‘clouds,’ 
would thus become for the flying saucers a kind of space plankton." Fouere sought an 
explanation for something that did not need to be explained: the alleged nonlanding of UFOs 
(already untrue, this misguided notion becomes particularly ironic when one considers the 
imminence of the great autumn 1954 French wave, dominated by landings and close encounters 
of all kinds). As Fouere saw it, the earth’s soil contained no nutrients to attract disc-creatures, 
and moreover, "they may be totally unadapted to movement on uneven ground and might find 
themselves, if they landed, in much the same plight as a fish out of water." Not for nothing did
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Fouere, who apparently contrived these ideas more as a mental exercise than as a serious 
hypothesis, concede they bore "a strangeness bordering on the delirious."

Of all articles on the subject of space animals, none was so influential as one written by 
Countess Zoe Wassilko-Serecki and published in American Astrology Magazine (September 
1955). Her conception of the theory would give the theory concrete shape and attract ever after 
the support of the famous biologist, Fortean, and writer Ivan T. Sanderson. In Wassilko- 
Serecld’s "Startling Theory on Flying Saucers," as her article was titled, UFOs

have a shape which resembles that of plankton, the smallest creatures 
living in the ocean. Starting from this observation 
perhaps, some kind of gigantic jellyfish of the air, carrying a minimum of 
dense matter, and, at the same time, a maximum of energy? Their home would
have to be in the Ionosphere__ They would be creatures capable of living
within this fiery element and their bodies, glowing with heat, must be 
almost hollow, and charged with electricity.
[Cjreatures living in the electrical element of the Ionosphere would,
quite naturally, possess a kind of electric sense__  [T]he tendency of
the UFOs to concentrate above big cities and certain types of military 
installations is no longer enigmatic when looked upon from this new point
of view__  Hence the reason they are attracted to the above mentioned
areas is a simple one -- these are the places where radio stations and 
various other installations are concentrated, the places from which 
electromagnetic waves, which are those creatures' native element, and 
which they are capable of sensing, are emitted.
Like most fish, the UFOs have a silvery skin that reflects the sunlight. 
Like many deep-sea fish, they glow and glitter in a variety of colors of 
light, which apparently they can dim and brighten at will. [Because they 
are] creatures of the bright air, their light is stronger, frequently 
dazzling.
[N]o dead UFO ever falls ... to the ground [possibly because] ... the 
considerable solid mass of these creatures' bodies may, after death, be 
consumed by the very heat of the Ionosphere. Yet quite apart from these 
possibilities there actually have been cases of 
falling down from the sky. Various reports, dating as far back as the 17th 
century, speak of gelatin-like, sinking masses, yellowish, oily liquid 
clots of something like coagulated blood, as well as of ashes -- which 
could not be of meteoritic origin
Could not these creatures be something like a "missing link" between 
organic and inorganic life?... [W]e must remember that their home is in 
the atmospheric "border line," the most outward region of our planet and 
hence the first to receive the life-giving radiations of the Sun, as well 
as the first to receive whatever radiations may reach our planet from 
outer space
UFOs are just another of the creatures of our own planet earth.

could they be,• • •

• • •

• • •

• • •

strange material• • •

• • • •

and there is every reason to believe that these mysterious• • •
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Wassilko-Seredd’s version of the theory effectively eliminated from subsequent discussion the 
concept that these creatures lived in outer space. Nearly all theorizing that came in its wake 
placed their home in the upper atmosphere.

Though speculations like these would seem fantastic and unlikely to most ufologists in 
the 1990s, even some otherwise conservative UFO researchers took them seriously. Even such 
stalwarts of rational, evidence-based ufology as Ted Bloecher, Isabel L. Davis, and Alexander 
Mebane (directors of the well-respected Civilian Saucer Intelligence of New York) embraced 
them, even while acknowledging its undeniable "conflict with [the] present scientific view of 
what is possible." This did not stop them from offering their own embellishment to the Wassilko- 
Serecki hypothesis (in Fantastic Universe, September 1957):

Only rarely do [the atmospheric creatures] descend low enough to be seen 
from the ground. When (by mischance or illness) one falls to the ground 
and is killed, there is found a lump of soapy jelly, which soon 
disappears. Their migration and mating season, all over the world, is the 
months of September to November. At this period, they descend to lower 
altitudes (like marine fish returning to fresh water to spawn) and dance
in groups, later in pairs; and they put forth webby tentacles___These
appendages are shed after mating, and descend to the ground as a fall of 
"angel hair." (It may be too that, as with many insects, the males die 
after mating.) Those that perish in mid-air, we may presume, usually burst 
open
hair, which evaporates before it reaches the ground (unless the death
occurred at low altitude)___ Falls of angel hair outside of [sic] the
autumn months are a sign of disasters among the denizens of the 
stratosphere.

and lose their moisture, leaving a cobwebby "skeleton" of angel• • •

Like Sanderson and Morris K. Jessup but unlike Wassilko-Serecki, CSI did not believe all, or 
even most, UFOs were such animate entities. Few ufologists of the period doubted the 
interplanetary or interstellar origin of the machinelike structures described in the more impressive 
and suggestive reports.

While a reasonable case could be argued for extraterrestrial UFOs, the evidence for 
atmospheric life forms or space animals was slight albeit intriguing. In a frequently cited incident 
which occurred in southwestern Philadelphia on September 26, 1950, two police officers 
observed an object come down in a field. They notified two other officers and with them 
approached a gelatinous mass six feet long and a foot thick in the center. After half an hour the 
mass had evaporated into nothing.

Such "gelatinous meteors* have a long history and a Welsh name (pwdre ser, meaning 
"rot from the stars"); they were also known traditionally as "star jelly." As Sir John Suckling 
wrote in 1541:

As he whose quick eye doth trace 
A false star shot to a mark't place 
Do's run apace
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And, thinking it to catch, 
A jelly up do snatch.

Though some instances seem well documented and puzzling and a number of accounts were 
published in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century scientific journals, by the 1860s astronomers 
were discounting pwdre ser as an impossible phenomenon and explaining the gelatin as nostoc 
(a blue-green algae) or bird vomit which deluded witnesses foolishly associated with a flash in 
the sky. Ironically, until the early 1800s scientists were just as certain that witnesses had stupidly 
connected stones and rocks already on the ground with the glowing "falling stars" that they were 
positive had come down on the exact spot. The existence of meteorites was not formally 
recognized until the first decade of the century. Today an argument like this would raise 
questions about the mental health of the arguer.

Pwdre ser, still at the receiving end of debunking dismissals, is in scientific disrepute 
even today, not because there are no good cases of it (there are) but because it is an incredible 
phenomenon difficult to square with current — or even imaginable - knowledge about meteorites. 
Perhaps, however, pwdre ser has nothing to do with meteorites and should be studied as a 
separate issue altogether.

Two other space-animal theorists deserve mention:

Under a pseudonym ("Trevor James") Trevor Constable, an associate of contactee George 
Van Tassel, wrote the first full-length book on the subject, They Live in the Sky (1958), and 
returned to it under his own name in The Cosmic Pulse of Life (1976). Beginning in the summer 
of 1957, Constable and an associate took infrared pictures of the post-dawn, pre-sunrise desert 
sky over southern California. Once developed, the film revealed a variety of shapes invisible to 
the eye. The shapes ranged from vague blobs to amoebalike forms to clearly defined discs. 
Constable believed some of them to be "some ultradynamic lifeform existing beyond the reach 
of our unaided sense apparatus." He called them "critters" and incorporated them into an 
occult/pop-science synthesis which owed much to psychic communications he reportedly received 
from extraterrestrials. The extraterrestrials instructed him on how to photograph etheric ships and 
entities.

No one has accused the patendy sincere Constable of faking the pictures, but replications, 
or ostensible replications, have been few. In Fate (August 1980) Richard Toronto reported the 
results of his own experiments with the taking of infrared critter photos in the Mojave Desert in 
the late 1970s. But most of what showed up on film "resembled neither UFOs nor critters," by 
his own admission, and were inconsistent in appearance. Such anomalies seem more consistent 
with flaws in the film than with critters in the atmosphere. "One frame might contain one or 
several objects," Toronto wrote, "while the frame before or after had nothing."

Ivan Sanderson, who died in 1973, held forth for living entities as at least a partial 
answer to the UFO question. In Uninvited Visitors (1967) he revived Wassilko-Serecki and 
treated her speculations as proven by physical evidence in the form of "globsters." One such
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globster, found on a beach in northwestern Tasmania in August 1960, attracted international 
publicity and official investigation by the Australian government. The object in question was a 
rubbery carcass with creamy skin and no head, eyes, or bones. In due course it was explained 
as decomposing whale blubber, an identification dismissed as unconvincing both by its discoverer 
(rancher Ben Fenton) and by the first scientist (zoologist Bruce Mollison of the Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research Organization) to examine it. Other such incidents have 
happened since in Australia, New Zealand, Bermuda, and elsewhere, causing some biologists to 
wonder if these are the remains of an unknown species of octopus. There is, in any event, no 
reason to link them, as Sanderson did, with UFOs, living or otherwise.

THE EXTRATERRESTRIAL HYPOTHESIS IN THE EARLY UFO ERA

The theory that aliens from other planets were visiting the earth followed logically from 
the UFO sightings that became an inescapable part of twentieth-century life from 1947 onward. 
An Air Force intelligence directive from October 1947 noted that even within the military "it is 
the considered opinion of some elements that the object may in fact represent an interplanetary 
craft of some kind." By the next year the pro-ETH faction within the official Air Force UFO 
project, Sign, tried to persuade Chief of Staff Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, not only failing to do 
so but getting themselves transferred out of the project for doing so.

Nonetheless, in a formal report released on April 27, 1949, Sign carried an appendix (D), 
consisting of the text of a letter James E. Lipp of the Air Materiel Command’s Missiles Division. 
Addressed to Brig. Gen. Putt, AMC’s Director of Research and Development, it discusses, then 
rejects (for technological reasons that seem naive in retrospect), any link between UFO sightings 
and space travelers. Lipp, however, tries to envision a reasonable interplanetary-visitation 
scenario:

Martians have kept a long-term routine watch on Earth and have been 
alarmed by the sight of our A-bomb shots as evidence that we are warlike 
and on the threshold of space travel. (Venus is eliminated because her 
cloudy atmosphere would make such a survey impractical.) The first flying 
objects were spotted in the Spring of 1947, after a total 5 atomic 
explosions, i.e., Alamogordo, Hiroshima, Nagasaki, Crossroads A and 
Crossroads B. Of these, the first two were in positions to be seen from 
Mars, the third was very doubtful (at the edge of Earth's disc in 
daylight) and the last two were on the wrong side of the Earth. It is 
likely that Martian astronomers, with their thin atmosphere, could build 
telescopes big enough to see A-bomb explosions on Earth, even though we 
were 165 and 153 million miles away, respectively, on the Alamogordo and 
Hiroshima dates.

In the late 1940s and into the 1950s, there were still some astronomers who deemed intelligent 
life on Mars, and possibly even Venus, as dimly possible. Speculations like these were echoed -
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- and endorsed, not dismissed — in much of the early UFO literature. The major ufological 
writer of the period, retired Marine Corps Maj. Donald E. Keyhoe, not only believed Mars to 
be a possible home of the flying saucers but held the misanthropic view that friendly, peaceable 
Martians had come here in great numbers out of concern for our warlike ways and newly 
acquired atomic weapons. He first expressed this view in 1950, in his book The Flying Saucers 
Are Real and in the famous True article of the same name. That same year British writer Gerald 
Heard, who theorized that the supposedly unseen occupants of UFOs were intelligent Martian 
insects, expressed a comparable opinion:

[TJhese visitors may be coming at certain times (as well as hovering over 
certain countries) because they fear what our industrialization seems to 
lead to -- intensive wars that drive us finally to the air, to rockets, to 
atom power, to the capacity not only to destroy ourselves, but to make 
into a kind of cosmic bomb "the great globe itself, yea all which it 
inherit."

To a generation which had only recently suffered through the most destructive war in all of 
history, a dark view of human nature was certainly natural enough, but it was a stretch to assume 
therefore that putative extraterrestrials had good intentions merely because so far they had 
committed no clear act of hostility. (In one of the most famous cases of the period, Kentucky 
Air National Guard Capt. Thomas F. Mantell was killed while pursuing an alleged UFO on the 
afternoon of January 7, 1948. Keyhoe and Heard believed the crash was probably an accident, 
not a deliberate shoot-down. We now know with reasonable certainty that Mantell’s "metallic 
object... of tremendous size" probably was a Skyhook balloon.)

Then in short order the contactees appeared, springing as if out of nowhere. In 1952 its 
two most influential figures, first George Van Tassel, then George Adamski, announced 
themselves. Though Keyhoe would be an implacable foe (on the entirely reasonable grounds that 
the contactees’ claims were both ridiculous and brought ridicule to all who reported UFOs or 
took the phenomenon seriously), his and the contactees’ ultimate conclusion was the same: space 
people good, earth people bad. The only differences were in the details. To Keyhoe the ETs’ 
benign nature could only be inferred, since the beings never landed and declared themselves; to 
the contactees and their followers, space people interacted physically or psychically with selected 
earthlings and discoursed at length on their superior moral philosophy and their concerns about 
our failings. (Ramu, a Saturnian, assured Adamski that Mantell’s death "was an accident which 
we regretted deeply," caused by the pilot’s too-close approach to the force field radiating from 
the spaceship.)

A small but vocal minority of early ufologists feared that extraterrestrials, or some of 
them, were up to no good. Englishman Harold T. Wilkins, author of the alarmingly titled Flying 
Saucers on the Attack (1954; Flying Saucers on the Moon in its British edition), even thought 
he knew which UFOs were unfriendly:

I have spoken of the apparent hostility of some types of flying saucers, 
particularly of the weird aeroform which has an insulated and non-rotary 
fusiform, or cigar-shaped center, around which revolves a singular ring,
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like the rings around the planet, Saturn. This ring is drawn out into an 
ellipsoid in order ... to release satellite discs.

Wilkins linked flying saucers to natural disasters, fires, and disappearances of human beings. (He 
also assumed that the aliens knew what they were doing when they blasted Mantell out of the 
sky. As he read the incident, "the entities in the weird and vast machine" directed a "lethal ray 
of immense power ... at Mantell and his ’plane ... to demonstrate to terrestrial military power, 
with its anti-aircraft batteries, the folly of any close approach." He compared the episode to 
scenes from H. G. Wells’s classic interplanetary-invasion novel The War of the Worlds [1898].) 
Though neither of his UFO books offers anything like a fully formed theory of alien hostility — 
the books are essentially compendia of saucerlore, strung loosely together with occasional and 
generally eccentric commentary — Wilkins declares, in the title to a chapter of Flying Saucers 
Uncensored (1955), that the arrival of UFOs has brought us to "The Earth’s Gravest Hour," and 
he asks, in another, "Is There a Cosmic General Staff?"

The respected American ufologist Leonard H. Stringfield, who believed UFOs to be of 
Martian origin, collected evidence of UFO hostility and began publishing it in his widely read 
newsletter C.R.I.F.O. Orbit. The July 1, 1955, issue reviewed several airplane crashes and 
disappearances which Stringfield thought might conceivably be related to UFO activity. He 
conceded, however, that "we cannot cite, authoritatively, any overt signs which would indicate 
an extraterrestrial plan of conquest, planeticide or even a menace bom of curiosity." Yet two 
issues later (September 2) Stringfield was willing to put aside the qualifications and reservations:

Drawing from recent information and correlating it with the past, we 
concluded, (1) UFOs have turned from surveillance to aggressive action,
(2) such action constitutes, ipso facto, a state of interplanetary war,
(3) the war is entering a critical period or turning point and the world's 
military forces are uniting, defensively, (4) regional concentrations and 
landings of UFOs are in effect, (5) until the UFO's ultimate objective is 
determined, the fate of the world, as a result of landings, singly or en 
masse, is unknown.

The November 4 issue, devoted to "The Case for Interplanetary ‘War’," carried news of a 
statement credited to Gen. Douglas McArthur by Naples Mayor Achille Lauro, who on October 
7 met with the retired military hero in New York City. Lauro told the New York Times that 
McArthur foresaw the uniting of all nations "to survive and to make a common front against 
attack by people from other planets." The same issue carries two rather incredible stories 
Stringfield heard from the obscure Robert Coe Gardner, a Dayton man identified as "lecturer and 
private UFO investigator." Gardner quoted Gen. Benjamin Chidlaw, head of the Air Defense 
Command, as confiding that the Air Force had "lost many men and planes trying to intercept" 
UFOs. Gardner also related, as possible evidence of a UFO attack, an allegedly true account 
from 1939 of the mysterious deaths of a military transport plane’s crew.

By the July 6, 1956, issue Stringfield backed away, at least slightly, from talk of 
interplanetary warfare (his italics):
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CRIFO still does not believe there is sufficient evidence to suggest 
[UFOs] are hostile. Nor do we have any valid evidence to suggest they are 
friendly -- unless we wish to interpret the saucers' failure to destroy 
the earth as a sign of good will.

In the same editorial he blasted "the research slicker who pushes aside the facts to propagate the 
fairytale of interplanetary bliss." In its final issue (March 1, 1957) Orbit examined "‘An Orgy 
of Crashes’" of military and civilian aircraft, including two in which unidentified lights or craft 
were sighted at or around the time the disasters occurred.

Olavo T. Fontes, a Brazilian physician and UFO investigator, thought he had detected 
an ominous pattern in sightings: UFOs were conducting a military reconnaissance of the earth 
over the 11-year period between 1947 and 1958. In 1947 spacecraft surveyed the planet’s 
geography, then from 1948 through 1950 concentrated on a general observation of defense 
installations. By 1952 they were zeroing in on specific targets, such as Washington, D.C. - thus 
the famous radar/visual incidents in July of that year. In time, presumably, they would invade 
the earth, using a weapon that would cripple any resistance:

The evidence at hand indicates that UFOs possess means of creating in the 
ignition systems of automobile and aircraft internal combustion engines 
secondary currents powerful enough to destroy the synchronization of 
spark-plug action and thus stall the engines; that they can interfere at 
will with radio transmitters and receivers, electric-current generators, 
batteries, telephone lines and, generally, with all electrical circuits; 
and that these "electric effects" are not merely side-effects of the 
powerful electromagnetic fields that exist around UFOs, but the result of 
purposeful interference of a weapon used as a means of defense or attack.

Studying what he believed to be a "network of alignments" associated with sightings in 
northeastern Brazil, a strategically viable region linking four continents via air and ocean travel 
and communication, yet not easily defended against attack, Fontes predicted this chilling and 
specific outline of things to come:

The pieces of the puzzle seem to fall together into one very clear 
pattern. A task force of alien space ships (cigar-shaped UFOs) will come 
down at night over the northeast. The mass landings will probably be made 
in the state of Ceara, inside the triangular area limited by Choro, 
Quixada, Cajazeiras, Campos Sales, Mombaca and Quixeramobim -- possibly 
around the town of Iguata. Cigar-shaped UFOs hovering over these points 
will be the dispersion centers for a number of smaller machines which will 
spread out toward points of strategic importance at the network's 
periphery. Their patrolling activities will give complete aerial 
protection and block terrestrial communication with the landing area. 
Cigar-shaped UFOs placed over Redencao and Macaibas will counteract any 
attack from the bases at Fortaleza and Natal. UFOs over Petrolina and 
Juazeiro will cut the Sao Francisco River in two and block the federal 
highway and railroad artery from Salvador; another railroad block will be 
established at Bonfim.
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Air control will be taken and completed; terrestrial communication will be 
entirely paralyzed at many points inside and outside the landing area. 
Shiploads of "men" and equipment will be landed in just a few hours. 
Defense will be disorganized, scattered and hopeless. The block of 
communication will create a terrible situation. Weeks will pass before 
military reinforcements can be brought in from other regions of the 
country. Air traffic obviously will be wiped out in the first hours. Radio 
communication will be disrupted, power plants paralyzed, etc. Outside the 
landing area no one will suspect what is happening there until it is too 
late.

There is no need to tell more. The reader can imagine for himself.

Probably the most original extraterrestrial hypothesizer of the 1950s was Morris K. Jessup. 
Jessup was educated in astronomy and archaeology and had working experience in both. He also 
had Fort’s works practically committed to memory, if one could judge from his The Case for the 
UFO (1955), which reads like a long afterword to Fort. Anticipating the ancient-astronaut craze 
of the 1970s, Case links ancient monuments with prehistoric superscience (drawing upon, among 
other dubious sources, James Churchward’s discredited books on Mu, the Pacific Ocean 
equivalent of Atlantis), but Jessup seems less interested in alien visitors than in lost civilizations. 
In UFO and the Bible (1956) he writes in passing of "a race of superbly intelligent men" who 
may have "built space-craft in the eons of man’s occupation of earth before the ‘flood’."

In The Expanding Case for the UFO (1957), his last book, he declared his conviction that 
"UFO [sic], now living naturally in open space, originated on earth aeons ago." The intelligences 
controlling them live in giant spacefaring structures or on the surface of the moon. He wrote:

[W]e have reason to believe that space flight may have been in existence 
for 70,000 to 100,000 years, [and] there is reason to believe that space 
flight derives from a time in the pre-cataclysmic era which developed a
first wave of civilization---- If we do, indeed, have "little people"
within the UFO, as reported by observers of varying responsibility, then 
we may assume that the Pygmies, at some remote epoch, developed a 
civilization which discovered the principle of gravitation and put it to 
work.

Jessup’s fantastic notions appear to have convinced no one, and his pygmies-as-humanoids 
hypothesis died with him two years later.

THE MYSTIFICATION OF THE UFO PHENOMENON

Though sometimes (or even usually) naively expressed, as a general proposition the 
extraterrestrial hypothesis of mainstream ufology was a reasonable response to the most puzzling 
UFO reports. It took no great leap of imagination to deduce that the structured craft that figured 
even in the best-documented sightings were the product of a technology superior to any on earth.
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When one added seemingly credible reports of alien-looking occupants to the equation, 
otherworldly origin appeared to be a logical, even inevitable conclusion.

At the same time most ufologists took a pragmatic approach. To them the ETH was 
something more to be assumed than to be speculated about. Ufology’s best and brightest had 
more interest in investigating reports and correlating data than in wondering about the Greater 
Meaning of It All. They considered the nature and purpose of the UFO intelligences an 
unknown, a deeply shrouded mystery which could be unraveled - barring open contact — only 
through hard work and shrewd analysis. They also scoffed at the contactees, who claimed to have 
all the answers from the mouths of the space people themselves.

The contactees’ ETH had little in common with the ufologists’. If the ufologists were the 
materialists and rationalists, the contactees were the supematuralists and occult-religionists. In 
the contactee universe the material realm was only one thread in the fabric of existence, and a 
decidedly inferior one at that. Few contactees and hardly any of their disciples bothered (or even 
thought) to discriminate between physical contacts and psychic ones. Only Adamski tried to make 
something of the distinction, publicly denouncing space messages delivered through "mediums" 
while privately channeling the same; he also shared innumerable platforms with, among others, 
prominent psychic communicant George Van Tassel.

The pro-contactee Flying Saucer Review (hereafter FSR), one of the tiny number of 
periodicals to be read as well by anti-contactee ufologists, regularly carried articles on the 
subject’s alleged psychic aspects. These were not seen, however, as invalidating the reality of 
interplanetary visitation; instead they brought it into a much larger occult context. Bryant and 
Helen Reeve, two breathless chroniclers of the emerging contactee movement, put it this way 
in a July/August 1957 FSR article:

When one begins to get a little understanding of such things as levitation, 
precipitation, materialization, dematerialization, teleportation, prana, 
frequencies, projections of consciousness, E.S.P., etc. -- then the supra- 
physical aspects of saucers and space-people will not seem nearly so 
"impossible." The close connection between such "occult" or "hidden" 
knowledge and space phenomena now seems beyond question! Why overlook these 
valuable helps in understanding? Heaven knows that the usual conventional 
sources of knowledge are woefully sterile, when it comes to cosmic 
concepts! We are grateful that we were able to cross this "cosmic barrier," 
this mental hurdle. Now we can pursue our study of the supra-physical 
aspects of saucers and the relationship of this to "occult" knowledge, with 
nothing more than a laugh at our former fears!

The revered Meade Layne, whom the Reeves and others deemed saucerianism’s reigning genius, 
also provided an out to would-be believers who wondered at contactee cosmology, which had 
not just Venus and Mars but all the solar system’s planets — ordinarily thought to be inhospitable 
to intelligent life - inhabited. Layne’s notion (noted earlier) that the space people came from the 
"etheric counterparts" of those worlds circumvented the inconvenient findings of conventional 
astronomy.
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Though Layne saw nothing sinister in this (indeed he believed most etherians to be benign 
entities), the implicit underlying assumption — that where contactees and their contacts were 
concerned, things were not necessarily what they seemed — inevitably began to engender dark 
suspicions in some quarters. Trevor James Constable, the most outspoken, wrote that "entities 
who are of the anti-Christ... never seek to enlighten their contacts as to the particular plane on 
which the contact is occurring" (.FSR, January/February 1960). He warned that those who 
claimed to be "physical beings from other planets" and to oppose atomic weapons "are likely to 
be servants of darkness."

Constable, who for a time had received psychic communications from self-proclaimed 
extraterrestrials, had shut them off when he realized they were coming from malevolent entities 
posing as "Angels of Light." It is dangerous, he warned, to deal with such beings because they 
lead their human victims into destruction. The victims cut their earthly ties and end up alone, 
destitute, even insane. At that point "the ‘spacemen’ finally begin to emerge as coteries of 
unethical invisibles, exerting a psychic despotism over innocent and well-meaning people." This 
madness results from the contactees’ failure to understand — and the contacting entities’ refusal 
to inform them — of the true nature of the experience: astral or etheric rather than physical. 
Good entities, on the other hand, "make their contacts aware ... that they are disembodied 
spirits, and thereby ... launch them on the pathway to their own emancipation."

To those few ufologists who may have been paying attention, Constable’s words could 
only have sounded crazy. To them it was self-evident that contactees were either liars or lunatics; 
in either case, their stories were without substance. And if they did foolish things with their 
lives, it could only be because their own delusions had led them to do so. Their shared belief in 
otherworldly visitation notwithstanding, the ufologists and the saucerians lived in separate mental 
universes, with mostly incompatible concepts of what was possible and not possible.

In 1960 no one could have predicted how much ufology’s vocabulary would change in 
the next few years, or what would happen when the boundaries between the two universes broke 
down. By the mid-1960s ufology as it had been known in its first two decades would be in a 
process of disintegration.

THE DECLINE OF THE ETH

American ufology of the early 1960s, no different from the ufology that had preceded it, 
championed a conservative ETH, rejected contactees, sought scientific respectability, distrusted 
the Air Force, and remained coalesced around two major organizations, the National 
Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP) and the Aerial Phenomena Research 
Organization (APRO). Donald Keyhoe, now NICAP director, still was ufology’s defacto leader, 
though even close colleagues found his skittishness about occupant reports old-fashioned and 
unwarranted.

In 1964 NICAP’s U.F.O. Investigator remarked on the "unprecedented number of
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landing, near-landing and close-approach cases" in recent months. Not even NICAP, its 
determination to put a polite face on the UFO phenomenon notwithstanding, could ignore the 
curious fact that witnesses’ reports were starting to take a new, stranger turn. That year saw, on 
the same day (April 24), two occupant reports (later to be known as close encounters of the third 
kind, or CE3s). One was gratifyingly old-fashioned: Socorro, New Mexico, police officer Lonnie 
Zamora’s brief observation of two humanoids standing beside a UFO whose departure others 
would witness. The second case previewed the sorts of paradoxes and problems that soon would 
reshape ufology. Newark Valley, New York, farmer Gary Wilcox claimed to have held a two- 
hour conversation with two humanoid beings who identified themselves as Martians.

Contactees had disclosed encounters with Martians before, of course, but Wilcox’s story 
was something else. It was not a "contact claim" in any conventional sense. There was, for one 
thing, none of the esoteric bloviation to which "Space Brothers" were inclined. The exchange 
Wilcox recounted was a decidedly mundane one. It included a discussion of the nature and 
function of manure. It climaxed in Wilcox’s giving the beings a bag of fertilizer. Moreover, the 
Martians were not the movie-star handsome humans of contactee lore but squat, four-foot-tall 
humanoids whose features were entirely covered in silvery suits. And unlike the contactees, 
Wilcox had no prior interest in flying saucers or occultism and no demonstrated interest, then 
or later, in publicity or profit. Family members, friends, and acquaintances all testified to his 
good character and honesty. Had it not been for the fantastic nature of his report, there would 
have been nothing to distinguish Wilcox from a witness to a more conventional UFO 
manifestation.

Yet the report made no sense. Even by 1964 few astronomers gave credence to the notion 
that Mars might harbor intelligent life. Not knowing what to make of this incredible tale told by 
a credible man, ufologists first ignored it. Constable, of course, could have offered the 
explanation that evil astral entities had lied to Wilcox, but neither Constable nor evil astral 
entities had any significant constituency within mainstream ufology.

Two years earlier, however, a young man who wrote under the pseudonym "Peter Kor" - 
- and who in a previous incarnation under his real name, Thomas M. Cornelia, had been the 
publisher of a pro-contactee newsletter - had proposed a radically revisionist view of what UFO 
encounters might entail, one that if true could offer some framework in which experiences like 
Wilcox’s might be understood. Writing in the September 1962 issue of Ray Palmer’s Flying 
Saucers, under the grand title "The Solution to the Flying Saucer Mystery," Kor/Comella 
introduced an idea which by the end of the decade would become commonplace:

So I posit a reality so strange, that encounters with it result in the 
varied frameworks found in the saucer saga, even though the general 
content of those frameworks is essentially the same. Further, that such 
encounters are not only the genesis points of the saucer saga, but of 
untold other mysteries throughout the ages. What is more, to accommodate 
the divergent frameworks found, not only in the saucer saga, but in these 
other mysteries, that reality must be so strange that it cannot be 
confined to our three dimensional world. If it were so confined, 
experiences of it would not vary so much as it would present itself solely
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as an external occurrence. The reality behind the saucer phenomena [sic] 
transcends our immediately perceptible world, thereby not availing itself 
to our scientific methods of proof which are geared to the physical world.

Kor/Comella’s concept was not wholly original, though he would develop it (in later essays in 
Flying Saucers and elsewhere) at greater length than anyone before him. As early as 1954, in 
his already cited article on "disc-beings," Rene Fouere offered these thoughts:

Because we are the inhabitants of a planet and know how to construct 
flying machines which will, within a few years or decades, attain speeds 
comparable to those attributed by observers to the F.S. [flying saucers], 
we feel that the latter ought to be artificial instruments created by 
technicians born on another planet, whose science is in advance of ours. 
But in looking at things from this angle, we are only seeing them in the 
light of our own experience and of our habitual ideas. And, in the eyes of 
people in the Middle Ages, so interested in angels and demons, the 
Saucers, by virtue of an illusion distorting to a different pattern, would 
have taken the form of divine or diabolical apparitions and a religious 
significance would have been attached to them.

In the mid-1960s a handful of ufologists, including me, began conducting the first serious 
archival research into the 1896-97 airship wave. This direct reading of contemporary press 
accounts proved revelatory, or so it seemed at the time. Retellings in books such as Keyhoe’s 
Vie Flying Saucers Are Real gave a hugely misleading picture of what tum-of-the-century 
newspapers were reporting. Keyhoe, for example, had said nothing about the many alleged 
airship landings. No wonder: most had nothing to do with space visitors. Instead the occupants 
looked, acted, and spoke like — and identified themselves as — late nineteenth-century American 
inventors.

No such inventors existed, and by the late 1970s researchers of historical UFO reports 
belatedly understood the extent to which hoaxing — journalistic and other — contributed to the 
lore of mysterious airships. Any landing report that still could be investigated turned out to be 
false. Possibly such stories were not even meant to be believed, and readers who came to the 
yams decades later failed to grasp what an earlier generation, reared on frontier humor, found 
funny.

But at first no one knew any better, and in articles published in mid-1960s issues of FSR, 
I theorized, first, that UFO intelligences were disguising themselves in order to mislead us as 
to their true nature and, later, that the UFO phenomenon is itself unknowable but is experienced 
in ways appropriate to the particular cultural context. I urged that contact claims be re-examined 
as possibly authentic, but not literal, experiences. FSR editor Charles Bowen agreed, adding that 
perhaps contactees were being deceived by a "facade deliberately created by alien entities whose 
objectives are in no way connected with our welfare."

These sorts of speculations were first called the "reflective" hypothesis, and they became 
the basis of two rival theories which eventually would come close to driving the ETH to
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ufology’s sidelines.

The first of these was explicitly occult. At least two of its principal proponents had no 
qualms about acknowledging what they were up to. Long before, in The Book of the Damned, 
Fort had written humorously, "I expect some day to rationalize demonology." He never got the 
chance, if indeed he ever intended to take it, but when their time came, John A. Keel and 
Gordon Creighton were deadly serious.

UFOLOGY AS DEMONOLOGY

New York writer John Keel had long harbored an interest in Fortean matters, but he did 
not become a significant presence on the UFO scene until the mid-1960s. Even then he would 
eschew any identification as a ufologist. Keel despised ufologists, whom he habitually 
characterized as cultists, mental cases, and worse — especially those who presumed to disagree 
with him. Some did, but not nearly so many as one might have thought. When he arrived, many 
were waiting.

Keel’s principal platform, at first, was FSR which after the passing of its second editor, 
the pro-contactee Waveney Girvan, began to distance itself from the ETH. Contributors such as 
Antonio Ribera and Gilbert S. Inglefield were among the first to link Marian visions, such as the 
famous manifestation at Fatima, Portugal, with UFO intelligences, here disguised as divine 
entities, and presumably elsewhere disguised as extraterrestrials. In 1967 Gordon Creighton, 
FSR’s co-editor in all but name, was among those offering a revisionist view of the heretofore- 
detested contactees. He had this to say on the subject in the May/June 1967 issue:

[S]ome of the UFO beings allegedly encountered could ... be said to 
correspond to our Western, Christian, idea of "Angels" ... or to what 
Hindus and other peoples of Asia might term "Devas." And ... there is 
abundant evidence that there are other and altogether different creatures 
which correspond very closely indeed to the traditional concepts held, in 
all parts of our world, of "demons," "goblins," "trolls," and so on.

By 1966, as Bowen would note 12 years later, FSR was devoting the bulk of its attention to 
CE3s. The assumption was that such reports were more information-rich than mere sightings or 
even radar/visual or physical-trace cases. Though such thinking was not inherently foolish, it 
would open the magazine not only to increasing bizarre claims but to ever wilder, even lurid, 
speculation, often of a pronounced paranoid bent.

Keel’s by-line first appeared in FSR in 1966, but not until the following year did he 
commence to give vent (in FSR and elsewhere, including four books published between 1970 and 
1975) to his radical theories about UFOs, which he linked with a wide variety of weird entities, 
not the least of them "Mothman," a huge winged creature reportedly seen in the Ohio River 
Valley. He also connected UFOs with Sasquatch-like bipeds, men in black, divine beings, and 
psychic phenomena, and he warned that these "ultraterrestrials" were up to no good whatever.
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"The demons, devils, and false angels were recognized as liars and plunderers by early man," 
he wrote in his UFOs: Operation Trojan Horse (1970). "These same impostors now appear as 
long-haired Venusians."

They also appeared as gill-men. Soon Keel was claiming he could even control UFO 
events. Once he conjured up a pretend idea that some aliens have gills. Sure enough — so Keel 
would assert — not long afterwards someone wrote him to report an encounter with a gill-man.

Keel began meeting, personally this time, men in black (or MIB, as he called them). 
Once, after being summoned by strange phone messages, he drove out to a deserted location on 
Long Island, where he spotted a black Cadillac with dark-skinned men in black. When he tried 
to follow the vehicle, it disappeared, only to show up out of thin air a few minutes later, this 
time behind him. Not long afterwards the car disappeared again and did not reappear. 
"Apparently the whole episode was staged to convince me that Men In Black really do exist," 
he thought.

On other occasions MIB manifested in his Manhattan apartment. He took regular phone 
calls from a confused ultraterrestrial known as "Mr. Apol." Mr. Apol could not tell the past 
from the future, probably because he and his companions were being shot backwards and 
forwards in time without their permission, to conduct tasks for which they had been 
programmed, "living — or existing — only so long as they could feed off the energy and minds 
of mediums and contactees."

MIB, according to Keel, have been shadowy yet influential presences all through history. 
They are "an integral part of the Oriental belief in the King of the World" and serve as spies, 
and they are at the root of the Western belief in the devil. Julius Caesar, Thomas Jefferson, 
Napoleon, and Malcolm X met them. In a sense they are enforcers for the demonic intelligences 
of the "superspectrum," Keel’s name for Layne’s etheric realm. Except for the demonology 
(Layne considered the etherians a mostly friendly bunch), Keel’s views were recognizably related 
to Layne’s, as Keel openly acknowledged.

Keel, however, had his own spin on ethereanism. In his revisionist history ultraterrestrials 
directly ruled the earth, but they did not live in harmony. The ultraterrestrials waged war on each 
other, and as protohumans began to populate the earth, they got caught in the middle of the 
conflict. One ultraterrestrial group even assumed human form so that it could communicate more 
easily with the Neanderthals, from whose ranks it was trying to fill its "physical army." One 
unintended consequence was sexual intercourse and the creation of the human race as we know 
it. (It is probably pointless to note here that no evolutionary biologist believes Homo sapiens 
descended from the Neanderthals.) Out of this union emotions were bom. The offspring were 
trapped in their physical bodies and lost their connection with the superspectrum. "Unable to 
ascend the electromagnetic scale and reenter their etheric world," Keel theorized, "... they 
became animals, albeit highly intelligent animals."

Apparently a lasting grudge against their unfortunate adversaries keeps their old foes, the
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ones that did not lose their etheric identities, busy tormenting their old enemies, otherwise known 
as us. They can "scramble our brains, destroy our memories, and use us in any way they see 
fit," according to Keel. There are, readers will have noticed, more than echoes of the Shaver 
mysteiy here, and not for nothing has Keel often expressed admiration for Shaver’s promoter, 
Ray Palmer (who once suggested that the dero’s caverns were not in the physical but in the 
"astral" world, the etherean realm and the superspectrum by another name). In fact, much of 
Keel’s enmity toward ufologists is based in his conviction that they have not given Palmer his 
due, though Palmer’s genius is not so apparent to other observers of UFO history.

Having loosed himself from reason, logic, and evidence as conventionally defined, Keel 
lapsed inevitably into credulity. Everything was grist for the mills of the superspectrum, 
including the yams of such known or suspected charlatans as Adamski, Reinhold Schmidt, 
Aladino Felix (aka Dino Kraspedon), and Woody Derenberger — all portrayed in Keel’s writings 
as innocent victims (and evidence) of scheming demons. As a joke a University of Maryland 
psychology major invented a voyage via flying saucer to Lanulos, the planet Derenberger (whose 
claims Keel investigated and credited) supposedly visited, and Keel published at least two 
accounts treating the story not only as verification of the Derenberger story but as proof that 
"UFOs come from outside our time frame and [Keel’s italics] from outside the environment of 
the known universe" (FSR, May/June 1969).

At FSR other contributors picked up on these themes. Three of them, Malcolm Dickson, 
Kenneth C. Bayman, and F. W. Holiday, brought the Loch Ness monster into the equation, 
characterizing the lake’s fabled creatures with the demonic serpents — dragons — of the Bible. 
None took this notion so far as Holiday, who battled with sinister paranormal forces, including 
M1B, as he sought to have dragons exorcised from Ness. On the evening of June 2, 1973, an 
Anglican clergyman did just that, at Holiday’s behest. In The Dragon and the Disc (1973) 
Holiday traced the archaeological "evidence" back to the Bronze Age to argue that ancient 
peoples had always known of the cosmic conflict between serpents and saucers, "parts of a 
whole, representing the satanic and sublime."

Like Keel, Holiday believed supernatural entities could travel backwards and forwards 
in time. Out of this belief he offered a unique interpretation of the Socorro CE2/CE3. The two 
humanoids Officer Zamora observed did not emerge from a UFO, as commonly assumed, but 
from "a tempic field different to the one inhabited by ourselves," leaving tracks which reminded 
Holiday of fossilized prints, supposedly human, found near Glen Rose, Texas, amid dinosaur 
tracks. Though Holiday did not mention the fact, creationists were using these finds in their long- 
running campaign against evolution, contending that the Glen Rose tracks proved that human 
beings and dinosaurs coexisted.

In fact, as would be established in the 1980s to the satisfaction even of creationists, the 
fossilized prints were of dinosaur feet. Sediments had filled in the toe marks before hardening 
into rock. Even so, it is hard to imagine how Holiday could ever have connected them with 
Socorro. For one thing, the Glen Rose prints were larger than anything a human — or a 
humanoid — could have made. The preposterousness of his idea did not discourage Holiday from
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lambasting all who would doubt (FSR, March/April 1972):

Personally, I wouldn't trust an establishment scientist further than I 
could throw him as regards interpreting the "holy footprint" business 
objectively. Too much is at stake including all the accepted machinery of 
causation. You would hardly expect the high priests of the scientific 
status quo to take part in the slitting of their own throats.

Contempt for scientists, intellectuals, and academics was a commonly expressed theme in the 
rhetoric of the new demonologists. No one was so consistently anti-intellectual as Keel. In his 
opinion scientific organizations such as the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science might as well be "headed by [Mad magazine signature character] Alfred E. Neuman." 
Academics are devoid of "talent or intellect... so they have to invent their own little world and 
wallow in it and pretend they are important," he fulminated. Elsewhere he dismissed the 
"celebrated ‘scientific method’" as "totally unworkable in the case of UFO interpretation."

In Keel’s estimation investigation as traditionally practiced is pointless. Sightings 
themselves are largely meaningless; rather, the investigator should concentrate on witnesses’ life 
histories. Find out "what they ate for breakfast" and "what happened to them after their report 
had been published or sent to the Air Force."

Keel’s influence was most apparent in FSR's pages. Under Bowen’s editorship the 
magazine had begun to attract contributions from the world’s leading ufologists, and FSR 
regularly published first-rate case studies and research papers. Soon it attained a reputation as 
the finest UFO journal in the English language, possibly in any language. Creighton, whose 
professional background was in linguistics and diplomacy, translated articles from a variety of 
languages, in the process giving ufology, for the first time ever, a truly international outlook.

For all that could be said in its favor, however, it was also true that commentary of ever 
more marked eccentricity was finding its way into FSR9s pages. Some of it came from Bowen. 
Most of it came from Creighton.

Bowen and Creighton agreed, and agreed with Keel, that most UFO entities are hostile. 
The hostility is to human beings and to each other, and we are mere pawns in a vast cosmic 
drama. These entities are not extraterrestrials. Their origin, Bowen suggested in a 1968 article, 
is in "universes parallel with ours but with a different time stream." We do not see them as they 
are because "radiation" emitted by them generates hallucinations in observers; the entities also 
employ "psychic-type projections" to mislead us.

Like Keel’s, Bowen and Creighton’s explanatory scheme encompassed just about 
everything, even what were to others blatantly transparent hoaxes. Bowen argued that Adamski 
and other prominent early contactees only looked like hoaxers — because the aliens had set them 
up with messages all sensible persons would reject as absurd. Bowen even had an explanation 
for the dubious photographs contactees produced. The aliens, he said, mentally induced their 
victims to take pictures of "objects like overgrown chicken feeders, monstrous lampshades or
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oversize[d] operating theater lamps," under the delusion that these constituted proof of their close 
association with Space Brothers. Creighton was certain that Adamski had fallen victim to alien 
"brainwashing."

Creighton (who assumed editorship of FSR after serious illness forced Bowen to resign 
in 1982) grew as resistant as the most naive contactee disciple to the notion that human beings 
commit hoaxes for the usual human reasons: money, attention, the sheer joy of putting one over 
on one’s fellows. Confronted with evidence of fakery, more traditionally credulous saucerians 
usually persuaded themselves that the contactee had fallen under the sway of evil space people; 
either that, or the Silence Group had framed him. Creighton went even further. To him even 
those who accused others of hoaxing were suspect. Once, for example, FSR ran a long, uncritical 
piece, written by Creighton and Bowen, on an Argentine abduction story which most South 
American UFO investigators consider bogus. When an Argentine correspondent complained, 
Creighton responded with his own charge (FSR, December 1984):

A word of general warning may ... not be out of place. Recent developments 
and revelations .
"unmaskings" of spectacular UFO cases from past years were in fact 
themselves careful fabrications, engineered often with great expenditures 
of money and energy, and backed by the most powerful governmental agencies 
in the land. Many, many people are still engaged in this work, everywhere. 
And with good reason. For they have an awful lot to lose.

FSR’s assistant editor Dan Lloyd, a devotee of visionary metaphysician Rudolf Steiner, warned 
that those who argued for the extraterrestrial origin of UFOs were doing Satan’s work. Satan’s 
legions are here to cripple humanity’s spiritual development, and they seek to foster belief in 
space visitors, a materialistic concept, thus encouraging "one-sided development of man’s 
intellect.... There could be no greater distortion of what is actually happening at the present time 
in man’s relation to the spiritual world than to spread the delusion that physical machines are 
coming to earth with physical beings from outer space."

have shown that a good many "debunkings" and• •

If Keel did not hide the demonological nature of his approach, he still preferred 
"ultraterrestrial" to "demon" even if the words were synonymous. Not so with Creighton, who 
was -- and is — given to furious declarations, often heavily italicized, such as this one from the 
May 1976 issue: "Demons ... are here already in immense strength." The earth will undergo 
cataclysmic events before the turn of the century, and before long human beings will "see The 
Four Horsemen." Meantime, through their vast telepathic powers demons control nations and 
governments and also manipulate helpless humans into committing "senseless, irrational 
violence," apparently to eliminate those whose genetic stock is deemed unworthy of preservation.

In editorials, articles, and end notes to other contributors’ work, Creighton expressed a 
number of opinions that might charitably be termed unorthodox. Some examples (all emphases 
and scare quotes are Creighton’s):
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(1) Alien thought control may have been behind the making of Steven Spielberg’s E. T., 
which treats aliens as friendly, so that earthly suspicions of aliens are lulled. "Could it be a 
subtle way for facilitating a take-over by something out of the PitV (March 1983 issue).

(2) AIDS was introduced by "Alien Powers ... who are probably our Owners." Since they 
regard us as essentially herd animals "or as biological-banks or gene-pools," they have taken 
steps to eliminate "undesirable traits" -- by which Creighton makes it clear he means 
homosexuality -- "to keep their cattle normal and healthy" (March Quarter 1989).

(3) "Another great World War may be in the making," engineered by "nefarious non­
human agencies" for cosmic purposes we cannot possibly understand, inasmuch as "we do not 
even know which of those Powers has the control of this planet at present" (September 
1990).

(4) The "Satanic Power is rapidly strengthening its grip on our species." Governments 
tolerate one consequence of this strengthened grip, soaring crime rates, because "a blunt warning 
has already gone out from ‘On High’ (i.e., ‘from BELOW’) that anyone who is too nasty to the 
criminal fraternity will be ‘clobbered’" (Autumn 1993).

In an October 1983 essay he intended as a major statement of his beliefs, Creighton went 
so far as to identify the precise brand of demonic entity behind UFO, anomalous, and paranormal 
phenomena: the jinns of Islamic lore. After all, he argued, jinns can materialize and 
dematerialize, render themselves visible or invisible, change shape, assume animal form (i.e., 
become Sasquatches, lake monsters, and the like), abduct humans, lie, control minds, and engage 
in sexual intercourse with humans. Creighton reprinted the paper, titled "A Brief Account of the 
True Nature of the ‘UFO Entities’," in the September/October 1988 issue. In a preface he 
writes, in a tone of wounded, bitter righteousness by now familiar to regular FSR readers, "Ever 
since its [original] publication, the article has been treated throughout the world with total 
silence, and there is a general agreement among all Ufologists on both sides of the Atlantic never 
to give it a mention."

Only one ufologist of any prominence, Ann Druffel, has endorsed Creighton’s strange 
ideas, and FSR’s readership and influence have been much reduced since the magazine’s heyday 
under Bowen. Yet the magazine’s masthead lists, besides such predictable names as Keel, 
Druffel, and Salvador Freixedo (a writer popular in Spanish-speaking countries and often 
compared to Keel), such prominent and well-regarded ufologists as Vicente-Juan Ballester Olmos, 
Bill Chalker, Richard F. Haines, and Richard Heiden, among others — none known to traffic in 
paranoid and apocalyptic theories. As late as 1975 Jacques Vallee, another listed FSR consultant, 
was praising the magazine for its "very high" quality and wondering "where we would be 
without them [sic]." One wonders if these esteemed figures are actually reading the magazine.
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THROUGH THE OCCULT LENS

Jacques VaUee’s excursion into anti-ETH, occult ufology began in 1969, with Passport 
to Magonia, and continues to the present. The names Vallee and Keel are often spoken in the 
same breath, as if the two men held nearly identical views. Though their views are broadly 
similar, there are differences. The most important is that while both are supernaturalists, Vallee 
is not a demonologist. Keel comes out of a recognizable tradition of crank literature, whereas 
the Vallee of Passport is unmistakably a creature of the 1960s counterculture. Keel is often 
crude, pulpish, and anti-intellectual, Vallee invariably graceful, literate, and manifestly educated. 
Keel’s superspectrum was the literal lair of devils. Vallee’s Magonia was, among its other 
chameleonlike manifestations, a pastoral fairy realm.

Both Keel and Vallee, however, exhibit strains of paranoia and look to sinister causes for 
UFOs and (allegedly) related phenomena. Vallee proposes what can only be called a conspiracy 
theory: that a shadowy group of humans, apparently international, apparently connected with 
intelligence agencies, and probably working for sinister ends, comprise a "control system" which 
is seeking to affect human consciousness. (The qualifying adverbs are necessary because, though 
he has written about these notions in several books [beginning with The Invisible College 
(1975)], Vallee has never expressed them with any great clarity or precision.) Though he 
produces no real evidence that anything of the sort is happening in the real world, he speculates 
that these "messengers of deception" are fabricating UFO events - a version of a theory first 
proposed, as already noted, by Leon Davidson.

Like Keel, Vallee relentlessly assailed ufologists who resisted his fantastic interpretation 
of the UFO phenomenon. He argued that the ETH could not possibly explain what witnesses and 
contactees were reporting. Soon even J. Allen Hynek, the astronomer and former Project Blue 
Book consultant who had once been his mentor, began to sound like Vallee. Hynek rejected the 
ETH on the grounds that the distance between our solar system and others is too vast to permit 
visitation from elsewhere, and he turned to high-strangeness cases which seemed incompatible 
with the ETH for clues to the nature of the UFO phenomenon. But when Vallee intimated (in 
Messengers of Deception [1979]) that intelligence agencies covertly controlled civilian UFO 
organizations such as Hynek’s Center for UFO Studies, Hynek parted company from his friend 
and colleague. Such charges were absurd, he wrote in a review in Second Look (May 1979); 
Vallee should forget conspiracies and focus his attention on the real forces behind UFO 
phenomena: "the many beings and intelligences that occultists and many Eastern religions take 
for granted."

In his later years Hynek had privately, and finally publicly, adopted a distinctly occultist 
approach to UFO experiences. Words like "astral world" and "elementals" entered his discourse 
on matters ufological, reflecting a long-held personal interest in the occult.

• From such theories, which by the 1970s were so widely embraced within ufology that the 
ETH was largely marginalized in the writings of ufologists, grew other occult-based approaches 
with a New Age slant. Psychologist Michael Grosso wrote that humanity’s mass psychic energy
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has generated entities he calls "psychoterrestrials" - "mythic constructs" of such power and 
substance that they can show up on radar screens. Their purpose is to effect a radical 
transformation in human consciousness, to save us from virtually certain self-destruction. We are, 
in Grosso’s phrase, undergoing a "planetary near-death crisis."

Other theorists in this vein include Peter M. Rojcewicz, Dennis Stillings, and Kenneth 
Ring. An evangelistic tone sounds through much of their writing, for example in these words 
from Ring’s The Omega Project (1992):

These persons, our extraordinary experiencers [abductees, contactees, 
near-death experients], are, I believe, the true visionaries of our time, 
the bearers of the emerging myth of the twenty-first century calling us to 
a cosmic-centered view of our place in creation, a myth that has the power 
to ignite the fires of a worldwide planetary regeneration and thus to save 
us from the icy blasts of Thanatos's nuclear winter.

It is not hard to hear echoes of contactee-style messianism in this sort of prose. The Space 
Brothers reappear here in more sophisticated guise.

THE WRONG END OF THE TELESCOPE

As occult ufology’s theories grew ever more extravagant and dubious, some ufologists 
left its ranks to search for other explanations. These explanations implicitly assumed both the 
irrelevance of the ETH and the central role of the most extreme experiential claims in the UFO 
drama. In fact, the most evidential UFO events — close encounters of the second kind and the 
like - disappeared almost entirely from the literature that would spin off from occult theory into 
the "psychosocial hypothesis."

Psychosocial ufology differed from conventional debunking approaches in its willingness 
to acknowledge the sincerity of witnesses claiming highly strange encounters with fantastic 
entities, from ostensible fairies to supposed extraterrestrials. Debunkers made great use of hoax 
charges, but psychosocial theorists held that cultural imagination and altered states of 
consciousness caused individuals to undergo visionary experiences which they mistook for "real" 
(event-level) ones. Since high-strangeness claims were practically never matched with the sort 
of evidence needed to sustain them, this was not, on the surface, an unreasonable approach.

Unfortunately, as eventually became all too apparent, the psychosocial hypothesis proved 
to be a theory more suited to the counterculturists, Jungians, English majors, and librarians who 
were its leading champions than to the scientifically sophisticated. Psychosocial theorists, as befit 
their backgrounds, tended to write about the UFO phenomenon as if ufology were an exercise 
in literary criticism, and they were as prone to deliver sweeping assertions they could justify no 
more successfully than could the occultists. Certainly their theories were no less incoherent or 
unfalsifiable. Though they wrote airily of other people’s "belief systems" (in their redundant but 
ubiquitous phrase), they failed to appreciate that their own assumptions were based in their own -
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- unexamined ~ "belief systems." Folklorist/behavioral scientist David J. HufFord points to the 
logical error at the heart of the

standard skeptical view of supernatural belief -- a view that has existed 
for centuries, probably millennia -- namely, that supernatural beliefs 
arise from and are supported by various kinds of obvious error 
research design begins with the question "Why and how do some people 
manage to believe things which are so patently false? 
perspective has its usefulness but ... it is necessarily ethnocentric in 
the most fundamental sense. It takes a body of knowledge and considers it 
to be simply "the way things are" rather than a product of culture. It 
says over and over again: "What I know I know, what you know you only 
believe" [New York Folklore, Winter 1982].

The• • • •

" Such a• • •

By the end of the 1980s, psychosocial ufology had run out of intellectual energy, but its still- 
walking corpse wanders through the pages of England’s Magonia, edited by John Rimmer, with 
regular contributions from such keepers of the flame as Peter Rogerson, Hilary Evans, Martin 
S. Kottmeyer, and Nigel Watson, and continues to make its presence felt in Fortean Times, the 
popular monthly published in London.

In America both occult and extraterrestrial theorists drew on the abduction phenomenon 
to support their particular interpretations, though the endless, seemingly unresolvable controversy 
these experiences ignited eventually tried the patience of most observers - even as in the public 
mind, and in the minds even of some ufologists, "UFO phenomenon" and "abduction 
phenomenon" became synonymous. While the best were undeniably intriguing, abduction cases 
never produced any evidence that rose above the suggestive, and the use of hypnosis in most 
(albeit far from all) instances added yet another element of frustrating ambiguity. The weaknesses 
in the evidence afforded debunkers and psychosociologists ammunition with which to bash UFO 
experiences generally. In common with the abduction phenomenon’s more voluble defenders, 
they defined the UFO phenomenon by its greatest strangeness and thinnest evidence. Occult 
ufologists such as John E. Mack, who has grafted the contactee message on to the abduction 
phenomenon and portrays aliens as supernatural beings on a spiritual mission, even argues that 
the evidence is weak by the very nature of the occurrences to which it is linked; to hope for 
better evidence, he writes in Abduction (1994),

may even be a sort of "error of logical types." In other words it may be 
wrong to expect that a phenomenon whose very nature is subtle, and one of 
whose purposes may be to stretch and expand our ways of knowing beyond the 
purely materialist approaches of Western science, will yield its secrets 
to an epistemology or methodology that operates at a lower level of 
consciousness.

Occult ufology had long been reduced to this kind of special pleading. To Vallee UFOs are a 
"jealous phenomenon," intimating its presence but never giving us conclusive proof of it. This 
approach at the very least sets the pleader at the top of a slippery slope, at the bottom of which 
he may find himself — absence of evidence not being evidence of absence, in this formulation - 
- explaining why it is a logical error to presume the nonexistence of Santa Claus. More
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importantly, when the appropriate investigation and analysis have been possible, close encounters 
of the second kind -- as in, for examples, the Trans-en-Provence and RE-47 episodes — have 
yielded solid evidence of a profoundly anomalous sort. Moreover, the "jealousness" is in some 
ways more apparent than real, a reflection of science’s refusal to devote personnel and resources 
to investigation when even potentially important evidence comes its way.

Such evidence, which indicates that UFOs are physical and technological, is wholly 
consistent with the ETH and fatally inconsistent with occult and psychosocial theories. So long 
as these hard-evidence cases continue to resist conventional explanation, it is futile and self- 
defeating for ufologists to continue their obsession with fantastic stories and meaningless theories.

That does not mean, of course, that all high-strangeness phenomena reduce to hoaxes or 
pathology. Neither, however, does it mean that they are necessarily part of the UFO 
phenomenon, surface appearances notwithstanding. Human beings in all times and places have 
experienced strange entities and supernatural manifestations, as both occult and psychosocial 
theorists rightly remind us, and these phenomena appear in forms that mirror cultural 
expectation. Sane and sincere people have reported all manner of unlikely encounters with gods, 
monsters, fairies, and even merfolk, and some of these claims are genuinely puzzling; yet none 
amounts to evidence for the fantastic proposition that these beings and creatures share the earth 
with us in the same way dolphins, elephants, or turtles do. We can grant the legitimacy of 
fantastic experience without taking the further step of confusing it with event.

Our age has seen its share of these experience anomalies, now clothed in garb appropriate 
to the UFO era. Though these experiences are real — and startling — enough to those who 
undergo them, they "exist" only in memory and testimony. No real physical evidence supports 
them, and even worse, no coherent geography of the otherworld emerges from them, any more 
than one emerges from dreams. They live in symbiosis with the UFO phenomenon of the 
daylight disc, radar/visual, and landing trace (and, perhaps, crash/retrieval), but they are not a 
part of it. They are certainly enigmatic, undeniably interesting, eminently deserving (to the extent 
that it is possible) of study in themselves, but to try to understand the UFO phenomenon from 
them is to gaze at the heavens through the wrong end of a telescope.

We would do well to be modest about what we can and cannot explain. Where the core - 
- arguably ET — UFO phenomenon is concerned, science is not useless. It has hardly been tried. 
Where it has been tried, it has shown the ETH to be reasonable, testable, and meaningful. At 
the least it has demonstrated the presence of a physical phenomenon with a technology which 
interacts with its immediate environment. This is no small thing. And it is the place where a 
science of ufology can begin. Ufology, in other words, is not demonology by another name. □
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